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In this intensely romantic, modern recounting of the greatest love story ever
told, Romeo’s original intended—Juliet’s cousin Rosaline—tells her side of
the tale.

What’s in a name, Shakespeare? I’ll tell you: Everything.
     Rosaline knows that she and Rob are destined to be together. Rose has been
waiting for years for Rob to kiss her—and when he finally does, it’s perfect. But
then Juliet moves back to town. Juliet, who used to be Rose’s best friend. Juliet,
who now inexplicably hates her. Juliet, who is gorgeous, vindictive, and a little
bit crazy...and who has set her sights on Rob. He doesn’t even stand a chance.
     Rose is devastated over losing Rob to Juliet. This is not how the story was
supposed to go. And when rumors start swirling about Juliet’s instability, her
neediness, and her threats of suicide, Rose starts to fear not only for Rob’s heart,
but also for his life. Because Shakespeare may have gotten the story wrong, but
we all still know how it ends….
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In this intensely romantic, modern recounting of the greatest love story ever told, Romeo’s original
intended—Juliet’s cousin Rosaline—tells her side of the tale.

What’s in a name, Shakespeare? I’ll tell you: Everything.
     Rosaline knows that she and Rob are destined to be together. Rose has been waiting for years for Rob to
kiss her—and when he finally does, it’s perfect. But then Juliet moves back to town. Juliet, who used to be
Rose’s best friend. Juliet, who now inexplicably hates her. Juliet, who is gorgeous, vindictive, and a little bit
crazy...and who has set her sights on Rob. He doesn’t even stand a chance.
     Rose is devastated over losing Rob to Juliet. This is not how the story was supposed to go. And when
rumors start swirling about Juliet’s instability, her neediness, and her threats of suicide, Rose starts to fear
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Editorial Review

From School Library Journal
Gr 8 Up-Serle's modern-day retelling (Simon Pulse, 2012) of Shakespeare's Romeo and Juliet is told from
the perspective of the slighted Rosaline. Rosaline and Rob have been best friends since childhood and are
finally pursuing a romantic relationship. As things start to fall into place for the couple, Juliet moves back to
town and manipulates her way into Rob's heart. Juliet is portrayed as needy and broken, but her motives are
underdeveloped and, therefore, not believable. While this is an interesting twist on the classic love story,
those drawn to this plot may be dissuaded by the slow narrative arch. The story moves towards the climax
with sometimes unnecessary detail to the mundane. Sarah Grace does a solid job of portraying Rosaline, but
some characters come across as trite and annoying. Teens may be drawn to this title because a film version is
in the works. However, there are better retellings available, such as Juliet Immortal (Delacorte, 2011) by
Stacey Jay and Letters to Juliet (Stewart, Tabori & Chang, 2006) by Lise Ceil Friedman.-Rebecca Flannery,
Lyman Memorial High School, Lebanon, CTα(c) Copyright 2011. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned
subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.

Review
"By turns heart-stoppingly romantic and heart-poundingly exciting, When You Were Mine is a book you'll
want to make yours." --Emma McLaughlin & Nicola Kraus, bestselling authors of The Nanny Diaries

“I swooned. I cried. I loved, loved, loved this delicious novel.” –Sarah Mlynowski, author of Ten Things We
Did (and Probably Shouldn’t Have) and Gimme a Call

“A powerful story about the thrill of first love and the devastation of first heartbreak.” –Leila Sales, author of
Mostly Good Girls and Past Perfect

“I cried, I swooned, I pumped my fist in triumph! When You Were Mine is as heartbreaking as it is inspiring,
with enough sizzling romance and compelling drama to make Shakespeare jealous.” –Sarah (aka
Poshdeluxe), founder of Forever Young Adult

“A sweet, fun, and utterly irresistible read." –Deb Caletti, National Book Award Finalist

“A whirlwind of drama, intrigue, political scandal, and romance worthy of the Bard himself. Serle infuses
plenty of realism and heart into her tale….She has made such an appealing character that the story goes from
being another retelling of R&J to Rosaline’s story, told at long last.” --VOYA

“This emotionally authentic debut novel about a fragile first love keeps the pages turning….Serle gets the
nuances just right. The optimism of new love, the concerned friends after Rose’s heartbreak and the
dynamics of a triangle—not just the love triangle between Rose, Rob and Juliet, but also the triangle of
female best friends.” --Shelf Awareness

About the Author
Rebecca Serle is a full-time writer, which means she gets to wear pajamas to work. She went to the
University of Southern California, then got her MFA from the New School in NYC. (She likes New York
much more than LA, but don't tell anyone that.) Rebecca loves shiny hair, coffee, yoga, and pretending to be
British. She, too, experienced heartbreak once. It worked out okay, though, because she turned the



experience into her first novel, When You Were Mine. Find out more at RebeccaSerle.com.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Clayton Bruce:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. We all
know that that book is very important normally. The book When You Were Mine has been making you to
know about other know-how and of course you can take more information. It is very advantages for you. The
book When You Were Mine is not only giving you much more new information but also for being your
friend when you feel bored. You can spend your spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship
while using book When You Were Mine. You never feel lose out for everything if you read some books.

Henry Hedrick:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With looking at you can
get a lot of information which will give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can easily
share their idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire all their reader with their
story or perhaps their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the publications. But also they write
about advantage about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your children, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors these days always try to
improve their ability in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write for their book. One of them
is this When You Were Mine.

Rona Foret:

The reason? Because this When You Were Mine is an unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting
for you to snap it but latter it will surprise you with the secret the item inside. Reading this book adjacent to
it was fantastic author who have write the book in such awesome way makes the content on the inside easier
to understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you for not
hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This book will give you a lot of gains than the
other book get such as help improving your proficiency and your critical thinking method. So , still want to
postpone having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Bethany Zuniga:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind skill
or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book than can
satisfy your limited time to read it because this time you only find guide that need more time to be read.
When You Were Mine can be your answer since it can be read by you actually who have those short spare
time problems.
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