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Hailed in The New York Times Book Review as "eclectic, exciting, convincing,
provocative" and in The Washington Post Book World as "brilliantly original,"
Henry Louis Gates, Jr.'s The Signifying Monkey is a groundbreaking work that
illuminates the relationship between the African and African-American
vernacular traditions and black literature. It elaborates a new critical approach
located within this tradition that allows the black voice to speak for itself.

Examining the ancient poetry and myths found in African, Latin American, and
Caribbean culture, Gates uncovers a unique system for interpretation and a
powerful vernacular tradition that black slaves brought with them to the New
World. Exploring the process of signification in black American life and
literature by analyzing the transmission and revision of various signifying
figures, Gates provides an extended analysis of what he calls the "Talking Book,"
a central trope in early slave narratives that virtually defines the tradition of black
American letters. Gates uses this critical framework to examine several major
works of African-American literature--including Zora Neale Hurston's Their Eyes
Were Watching God, Ralph Ellison's Invisible Man, and Ishmael Reed's Mumbo
Jumbo--revealing how these works signify on the black tradition and on each
other.

This superb 25th-Anniversary Edition features a new preface by Gates that
reflects on the impact of the book and its relevance for today's society as well as
a new afterword written by noted critic W. T. J. Mitchell.
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Nellie Ferguson:

Inside other case, little people like to read book The Signifying Monkey: A Theory of African American
Literary Criticism. You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. Given that we know
about how is important the book The Signifying Monkey: A Theory of African American Literary Criticism.
You can add information and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, due to the
fact from book you can understand everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you will
be known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we are able to
open a book or maybe searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel
uninterested to go to the library. Let's go through.

Lucinda Brown:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to opt for book
like comic, limited story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not hoping The Signifying
Monkey: A Theory of African American Literary Criticism that give your enjoyment preference will be
satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the opportunity for
people to know world a great deal better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be claimed
constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to end up being
success person. So , for all of you who want to start studying as your good habit, you may pick The
Signifying Monkey: A Theory of African American Literary Criticism become your personal starter.

David Colon:

This The Signifying Monkey: A Theory of African American Literary Criticism is great reserve for you
because the content that is full of information for you who always deal with world and get to make decision
every minute. This kind of book reveal it data accurately using great plan word or we can point out no
rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't
mean it only will give you straight forward sentences but difficult core information with beautiful delivering
sentences. Having The Signifying Monkey: A Theory of African American Literary Criticism in your hand
like finding the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no guide that offer you
world with ten or fifteen second right but this book already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hey there
Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt this?



Louie Laforge:

This The Signifying Monkey: A Theory of African American Literary Criticism is completely new way for
you who has interest to look for some information because it relief your hunger of information. Getting
deeper you into it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having little bit of digest in
reading this The Signifying Monkey: A Theory of African American Literary Criticism can be the light food
for yourself because the information inside this book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books create
itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book type. People who think that in book
form make them feel tired even dizzy this guide is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a e-book
especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for a person. So , don't miss the
idea! Just read this e-book kind for your better life in addition to knowledge.
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