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An unforgettable firsthand account of a people's response to genocide and
what it tells us about humanity.

This remarkable debut book chronicles what has happened in Rwanda and
neighboring states since 1994, when the Rwandan government called on
everyone in the Hutu majority to murder everyone in the Tutsi minority. Though
the killing was low-tech--largely by machete--it was carried out at shocking
speed: some 800,000 people were exterminated in a hundred days. A Tutsi
pastor, in a letter to his church president, a Hutu, used the chilling phrase that
gives Philip Gourevitch his title.

With keen dramatic intensity, Gourevitch frames the genesis and horror of
Rwanda's "genocidal logic" in the anguish of its aftermath: the mass
displacements, the temptations of revenge and the quest for justice, the
impossibly crowded prisons and refugee camps. Through intimate portraits of
Rwandans in all walks of life, he focuses on the psychological and political
challenges of survival and on how the new leaders of postcolonial Africa went to
war in the Congo when resurgent genocidal forces threatened to overrun central
Africa.

Can a country composed largely of perpetrators and victims create a cohesive
national society? This moving contribution to the literature of witness tells us
much about the struggle everywhere to forge sane, habitable political orders, and
about the stubbornness of the human spirit in a world of extremity.

We Wish to Inform You That Tomorrow We Will Be Killed with Our Families is
the winner of the National Book Critics Circle Award for Nonfiction.
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An unforgettable firsthand account of a people's response to genocide and what it tells us about
humanity.

This remarkable debut book chronicles what has happened in Rwanda and neighboring states since 1994,
when the Rwandan government called on everyone in the Hutu majority to murder everyone in the Tutsi
minority. Though the killing was low-tech--largely by machete--it was carried out at shocking speed: some
800,000 people were exterminated in a hundred days. A Tutsi pastor, in a letter to his church president, a
Hutu, used the chilling phrase that gives Philip Gourevitch his title.

With keen dramatic intensity, Gourevitch frames the genesis and horror of Rwanda's "genocidal logic" in the
anguish of its aftermath: the mass displacements, the temptations of revenge and the quest for justice, the
impossibly crowded prisons and refugee camps. Through intimate portraits of Rwandans in all walks of life,
he focuses on the psychological and political challenges of survival and on how the new leaders of
postcolonial Africa went to war in the Congo when resurgent genocidal forces threatened to overrun central
Africa.

Can a country composed largely of perpetrators and victims create a cohesive national society? This moving
contribution to the literature of witness tells us much about the struggle everywhere to forge sane, habitable
political orders, and about the stubbornness of the human spirit in a world of extremity.

We Wish to Inform You That Tomorrow We Will Be Killed with Our Families is the winner of the National
Book Critics Circle Award for Nonfiction.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
"Hutus kill Tutsis, then Tutsis kill Hutus--if that's really all there is to it, then no wonder we can't be bothered
with it," Philip Gourevitch writes, imagining the response of somebody in a country far from the ethnic strife
and mass killings of Rwanda. But the situation is not so simple, and in this complex and wrenching book, he
explains why the Rwandan genocide should not be written off as just another tribal dispute.

The "stories" in this book's subtitle are both the author's, as he repeatedly visits this tiny country in an
attempt to make sense of what has happened, and those of the people he interviews. These include a Tutsi
doctor who has seen much of her family killed over decades of Tutsi oppression, a Schindleresque hotel
manager who hid hundreds of refugees from certain death, and a Rwandan bishop who has been accused of
supporting the slaughter of Tutsi schoolchildren, and can only answer these charges by saying, "What could I
do?" Gourevitch, a staff writer for the New Yorker, describes Rwanda's history with remarkable clarity and
documents the experience of tragedy with a sober grace. The reader will ask along with the author: Why does
this happen? And why don't we bother to stop it? --Maria Dolan

From Publishers Weekly
What courage must it have required to research and write this book? And who will read such a ghastly
chronicle? Gourevitch, who reported from Rwanda for the New Yorker, faces these questions up front: "The
best reason I have come up with for looking more closely into Rwanda's stories is that ignoring them makes
me even more uncomfortable about existence and my place in it." The stories are unrelentingly horrifying
and filled with "the idiocy, the waste, the sheer wrongness" of one group of Rwandans (Hutus) methodically
exterminating another (Tutsis). With 800,000 people killed in 100 days, Gourevitch found many numbed
Rwandans who had lost whole families to the machete. He discovered a few admirable characters, including
hotelier Paul Rusesabagina, who, "armed with nothing but a liquor cabinet, a phone line, an internationally
famous address, and his spirit of resistance," managed to save refugees in his Hotel des Milles Collines in
Kigali. General Paul Kagame, one of Gourevitch's main sources in the new government, offers another bleak
and consistent voice of truth. But failure is everywhere. Gourevitch excoriates the French for supporting the
Hutus for essentially racist reasons; the international relief agencies, which he characterizes as largely devoid
of moral courage; and the surrounding countries that preyed on the millions of refugees?many fleeing the
consequences of their part in the killings. As the Rwandans try to rebuild their lives while awaiting the slow-
moving justice system, the careful yet passionate advocacy of reporters like Gourevitch serves to remind
both Rwandans and others that genocide occurred in this decade while the world looked on.
Copyright 1998 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
In 1994, the world was informed of the inexplicable mass killings in Rwanda, in which over 800,000 were
killed in 100 days. Gourevitch, a staff writer for The New Yorker, spent over three years putting together an
oral history of the mass killing that occurred in this small country. He interviewed the survivors, who told
him their horror stories of violence. Most of the killings were done with a machete. Friends killed friends,
teachers killed students, and professional workers killed co-workers. The United Nations was slow in
reacting to this crisis and refused to classify the incident as genocide. The title of this book comes from a
Tutsi pastor's letter to his church president, a Hutu. While this is a powerful book, it sometimes bogs down in
the details of Rwandan politics. It is doubtful the average reader will want to pick it up, but the history of this
genocide must be told. This book should find itself on the shelves of academic libraries where African



history collections are strong.
-?Michael Sawyer, Northwestern Regional Lib., Elkin, NC
Copyright 1998 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Esmeralda Rossman:

The book We Wish to Inform You That Tomorrow We Will Be Killed with Our Families: Stories From
Rwanda (Bestselling Backlist) can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about
everything you want. Exactly why must we leave a good thing like a book We Wish to Inform You That
Tomorrow We Will Be Killed with Our Families: Stories From Rwanda (Bestselling Backlist)? Some of you
have a different opinion about book. But one aim in which book can give many details for us. It is absolutely
appropriate. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you
are able to give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book We Wish to Inform You That
Tomorrow We Will Be Killed with Our Families: Stories From Rwanda (Bestselling Backlist) has simple
shape however, you know: it has great and large function for you. You can seem the enormous world by
available and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Katherine Herron:

This We Wish to Inform You That Tomorrow We Will Be Killed with Our Families: Stories From Rwanda
(Bestselling Backlist) book is just not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The
benefit you obtain by reading this book is actually information inside this publication incredible fresh, you
will get info which is getting deeper you actually read a lot of information you will get. This kind of We
Wish to Inform You That Tomorrow We Will Be Killed with Our Families: Stories From Rwanda
(Bestselling Backlist) without we recognize teach the one who looking at it become critical in thinking and
analyzing. Don't become worry We Wish to Inform You That Tomorrow We Will Be Killed with Our
Families: Stories From Rwanda (Bestselling Backlist) can bring when you are and not make your carrier
space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even cellphone. This
We Wish to Inform You That Tomorrow We Will Be Killed with Our Families: Stories From Rwanda
(Bestselling Backlist) having good arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not truly feel
uninterested in reading.

Harold Karr:

This We Wish to Inform You That Tomorrow We Will Be Killed with Our Families: Stories From Rwanda
(Bestselling Backlist) is great book for you because the content which is full of information for you who
have always deal with world and have to make decision every minute. That book reveal it details accurately
using great coordinate word or we can say no rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read it hurriedly you
can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward sentences but tough core
information with attractive delivering sentences. Having We Wish to Inform You That Tomorrow We Will
Be Killed with Our Families: Stories From Rwanda (Bestselling Backlist) in your hand like keeping the
world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no guide that offer you world inside ten or
fifteen moment right but this reserve already do that. So , this is certainly good reading book. Hey Mr. and



Mrs. hectic do you still doubt that?

Beverly Woods:

As a university student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the
library or make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's soul or
real their leisure activity. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to there but
nothing reading critically. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring as well as can't see
colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we
know that on this time, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. So , this We Wish to Inform You That Tomorrow We Will Be Killed with Our Families: Stories
From Rwanda (Bestselling Backlist) can make you really feel more interested to read.
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