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Metabolism, the Japanese architectural avant-garde movement of the 1960s,
profoundly influenced contemporary architecture and urbanism. This book
focuses on the Metabolists’ utopian concept of the city and investigates the
design and political implications of their visionary planning in the postwar
society. At the root of the group’s urban utopias was a particular biotechical
notion of the city as an organic process. It stood in opposition to the Modernist
view of city design and led to such radical design concepts as marine civilization
and artificial terrains, which embodied the metabolists’ ideals of social change.

Tracing the evolution of Metabolism from its inception at the 1960 World Design
Conference to its spectacular swansong at the Osaka World Exposition in 1970,
this book situates Metabolism in the context of Japan’s mass urban
reconstruction, economic miracle, and socio-political reorientation. This new
study will interest architectural and urban historians, architects and all those
interested in avant-garde design and Japanese architecture.
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Metabolism, the Japanese architectural avant-garde movement of the 1960s, profoundly influenced
contemporary architecture and urbanism. This book focuses on the Metabolists’ utopian concept of the city
and investigates the design and political implications of their visionary planning in the postwar society. At
the root of the group’s urban utopias was a particular biotechical notion of the city as an organic process. It
stood in opposition to the Modernist view of city design and led to such radical design concepts as marine
civilization and artificial terrains, which embodied the metabolists’ ideals of social change.

Tracing the evolution of Metabolism from its inception at the 1960 World Design Conference to its
spectacular swansong at the Osaka World Exposition in 1970, this book situates Metabolism in the context of
Japan’s mass urban reconstruction, economic miracle, and socio-political reorientation. This new study will
interest architectural and urban historians, architects and all those interested in avant-garde design and
Japanese architecture.
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Editorial Review

Review

“A significant contribution to our understanding of the theory and practice of the movement” –
Planning Perspectives

"The book with an introduction by Arata Isozaki is [a] valuable one"
– Built Environment (Newsletter for Centre for Built Environment, Kolkata, India)

"Together with the recent fascinating documentary and oral-history study by Rem Koolhaas, Kenzo
Tange and the Metabolist Movement: Urban Utopias of Modern Japan (2010) by Zhongjie Lin has filled
a significant gap on the subject of the postwar metropolis, providing a fresh analysis of mid-twentieth-
century Japanese urban design and architecture? and updating the chapters contained on the subject
in my own The Making of a Modern Japanese Architecture: 1868 to the Present."

- David B. Stewart, Tokyo Institute of Technology

About the Author

Zhongjie Lin is an Assistant Professor of Architecture and Urban Design at the University of North Carolina
at Charlotte.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Cary Burgess:

The book Kenzo Tange and the Metabolist Movement: Urban Utopias of Modern Japan gives you the sense
of being enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can for
being your best friend when you getting stress or having big problem with the subject. If you can make
studying a book Kenzo Tange and the Metabolist Movement: Urban Utopias of Modern Japan to become
your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge
about a few or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like start and read a e-book Kenzo Tange
and the Metabolist Movement: Urban Utopias of Modern Japan. Kinds of book are several. It means that,
science e-book or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this publication?

Marvin Seto:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always try and and must have the free time or they will get great
deal of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , once we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely sure. People is human not only a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity do you have
when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then do



you try this one, reading guides. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the particular
book you have read is actually Kenzo Tange and the Metabolist Movement: Urban Utopias of Modern Japan.

Jacquelin Vasquez:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try thing that really
opposite from that. 1 activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you already been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Kenzo Tange and the
Metabolist Movement: Urban Utopias of Modern Japan, you can enjoy both. It is very good combination
right, you still would like to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout guys.
What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.

Irma Cook:

Beside this Kenzo Tange and the Metabolist Movement: Urban Utopias of Modern Japan in your phone, it
may give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you
will got here is fresh from the oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow
small town. It is good thing to have Kenzo Tange and the Metabolist Movement: Urban Utopias of Modern
Japan because this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you at times have book but
you do not get what it's all about. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable
option here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss it? Find
this book as well as read it from at this point!
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