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How to survive being good

Like a flashback memory, he’s there in my mind: skimming up the stairs at
school, his sloppy old T-shirt big as a sail, red tie-dyed dragon T-shirt, who
wears stuff like that? No one. Jinsen.

The kids at Edward Rucher High School call Jinsen “Buddha Boy” and condemn
him as a freak. With his shaved head and perpetual smile, Jinsen certainly
doesn’t help matters when he starts begging for lunch money in the cafeteria. So
when Justin is paired with Jinsen for a class project, he plans to get done with it
as soon as possible, and climb right back into his safe social niche. Then Justin
discovers Jinsen’s incredible artistic talent and becomes curious about his beliefs.
But being friends with Buddha Boy isn’t simple, and Justin is forced into a cruel
contest with the jocks who just can’t seem to leave Jinsen, or his artwork, alone.

Kathe Koja introduces an unforgettable young man who will remind readers of
the true meaning of friendship and demonstrate how to draw strength from the
little gods inside each of them.
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Like a flashback memory, he’s there in my mind: skimming up the stairs at school, his sloppy old T-shirt big
as a sail, red tie-dyed dragon T-shirt, who wears stuff like that? No one. Jinsen.

The kids at Edward Rucher High School call Jinsen “Buddha Boy” and condemn him as a freak. With his
shaved head and perpetual smile, Jinsen certainly doesn’t help matters when he starts begging for lunch
money in the cafeteria. So when Justin is paired with Jinsen for a class project, he plans to get done with it as
soon as possible, and climb right back into his safe social niche. Then Justin discovers Jinsen’s incredible
artistic talent and becomes curious about his beliefs. But being friends with Buddha Boy isn’t simple, and
Justin is forced into a cruel contest with the jocks who just can’t seem to leave Jinsen, or his artwork, alone.

Kathe Koja introduces an unforgettable young man who will remind readers of the true meaning of
friendship and demonstrate how to draw strength from the little gods inside each of them.
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Editorial Review

From School Library Journal
Grade 7-10-Justin-an "average" kid-serves as the interface between readers (and to some extent his
schoolmates) and Michael Martin, aka Buddha Boy, whose Buddhist teacher named him Jinsen, "fountain of
God." Justin mostly wants to pass through high school unnoticed (beneath the notice of the school's
"royalty"), doing his work and enjoying his friends. He is fortunate to have supportive, albeit divorced,
parents-another facet of the novel that sets it apart in a field full of useless adults. But Justin is stirred out of
his camouflage by the animosity that the new kid incites, quite unintentionally, simply by being different.
Both irritated and intrigued by Jinsen's apparent imperturbability to his tormentors, Justin is also astonished
by Jinsen's artistic abilities. Koja flawlessly walks a tightrope in her presentation of Jinsen-devout without
being sanctimonious, insufferable, or simply unbelievable-and solidly nails the small-minded, fearful, and
even paranoid mind-set that dominates the high school milieu. Like Chris Crutcher and Chris Lynch, the
author is deeply concerned with the psychological motivations for behavior and the belief that explicable
causes generally underlie what may seem to be inexplicable actions. At the heart of her story is a deeply
religious character who is neither naive nor clownish, neither self-righteous nor pitiful. Buddha Boy has a
whole lot of action compressed into a short time span, but Koja admirably refuses to yield to melodramatic
writing or black-and-white solutions. Quickly paced, inviting, and eye-opening, this is a marvelous addition
to YA literature.
Coop Renner, Blackshear Elementary School, Austin, TX
Copyright 2003 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist
Gr. 6-10. No one in the rich, suburban high school likes the weird new kid who looks like a Buddhist monk
and begs at lunch. But Justin is drawn to the stranger and defends him against vicious school bullies. Koja's
short novel is openly preachy, and the packed plot is absurdly contrived: the saintly outsider turns out to be
an amazingly gifted artist who was once a delinquent as violent as the school bullies--until his parents died
and he went catatonic and a Buddhist art teacher showed him how to find truth and beauty in art and religion
. . . It's the simple writing, along with Justin's informal first-person narrative, that will draw readers to the
crucial ethical issues, especially "the social-status in-out thing" among the kids, and the way school
authorities accept it. Then there's the elemental question of how hard it is to do the right thing, and to keep
on doing it. "We're all gods inside, right? Karma, right?" Teens will find much to talk about here. Hazel
Rochman
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review

"Koja accomplishes quite a feat...A compelling introduction to Buddhism and a credible portrait of how true
friendship brings out the best in people." -- Starred, Publishers Weekly

"A marvelous addition to YA literature." -- School Library Journal

Users Review

From reader reviews:

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


Marla Mestas:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book thus.
There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new info. When
you read a reserve you will get new information mainly because book is one of several ways to share the
information or even their idea. Second, examining a book will make anyone more imaginative. When you
reading through a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the
characters do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to some others. When you read this
Buddha Boy (Bccb Blue Ribbon Fiction Books (Awards)), you are able to tells your family, friends as well
as soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a publication.

Jim Moffett:

The reason? Because this Buddha Boy (Bccb Blue Ribbon Fiction Books (Awards)) is an unordinary book
that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will surprise you with the secret it
inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who all write the book in such awesome way makes
the content interior easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So ,
it is good for you for not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This unique book will
give you a lot of benefits than the other book get such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking
method. So , still want to delay having that book? If I were being you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.

May Chapa:

Reading a book being new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to read a book. When you go
through a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, since
book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book that you
have read. If you need to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if you want
to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these us novel, comics, and soon. The Buddha Boy (Bccb Blue
Ribbon Fiction Books (Awards)) will give you a new experience in studying a book.

Bonnie Camacho:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many concern for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people
likes examining, not only science book but in addition novel and Buddha Boy (Bccb Blue Ribbon Fiction
Books (Awards)) or maybe others sources were given information for you. After you know how the great a
book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher or perhaps students
especially. Those publications are helping them to include their knowledge. In different case, beside science
publication, any other book likes Buddha Boy (Bccb Blue Ribbon Fiction Books (Awards)) to make your
spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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