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Dr. Gauld has written a detailed and scholarly history of the phenomena, practice, and theory of mesmerism,
hypnotism, and multiple personality disorders. The book traces the devel opment of mesmerism and
hypnotism and those who were influential in its use and acceptance as a scientific method.
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Editorial Review

Review

"...the most important history of mesmerism and hypnotism available....The writing style makes the book
very readable and comprehensible. The book should be on the reading list of anyone who isinterested in the
history of the treatment of physical and mental ailments and the evolution of our concept of the mind."
Nathan Schecter, Canadian Medical Association Journal

"...never ceases to interest the reader, perhaps because it is evident that the author was never uninterested in
his subject....In thislarge volume is incorporated an analysis of nearly al the writings that are even remotely
related to hypnosis, animal magnetism, or mesmerism, regardless of designation....presents us with a history
of psychiatry and sociology from the middle of the 18th century until the 20th. It is arich source of
information...the volumeisajoy to read." Il1za Veith, The Journal of Nervous and Mental Disease

"If you are a serious student of hypnosis, Gauld's A History of Hypnotism is amust read....Gauld puts the
period 1778 to circa 1900 under a microscope and provides the reader with a detailed and insightful account
of hypnotism's early development and theoretical underpinning. The history is enriched by accounts of the
social settingsin which events unfolded, glimpses of the personalities of the leading characters, and good
doses of citations from source documents....Thistitle iswell suited as a college or graduate-level text, as well
asfor the truly earnest professional who remains uninspired and unsated by the obligatory historical chapter
in clinical texts on hypnotherapy." Science Books and Films

"...adggnificant contribution to the field, which will stand as a hallmark of scholarship for many years....for
the serious scholar, A History of Hypnotism now represents the highest standard of excellence. It isno
hyperbole to say that this volume belongs on the bookshelf of every interested student of the field." Melvin
A. Gravitz, American Journal of Clinical Hypnosis

"Thisisasplendid book, impressive in its scope, in the depth of its research, and the elegant, seemingly
effortless style in which it is written...Gauld's work will undoubtedly become one of the most important
source books, and one of the most enjoyable reads, on this fascinating subject.” Alison Winter, Times
Education Supplement

"...avery scholarly, exhaustive and cumulative history bound to become a chief source of datafor other
investigators. Gauld writesin a clear and nontechnical manner that should interest any student of the history
of that period.... The most thorough treatment of hypnosisin one volume, it should interest not only serious
students of hypnotism but also curious general readers." Choice

"...an absorbing account of hypnotism'’s colorful history....for those who know and value the work of the
early and more recent pioneers of hypnosis the book may be indispensable." Hypnotherapy Today

"A long book written with clarity, intelligence, and touches of wit." Advances
"Gauld's history is thus bound to appeal more to those narrowly interested in past theories and practices of
hypnotism than to those seeking fuller historical understanding of the construction of such theories and

practices....a useful reference tool." Roger Cooter, The British Medical Journal

"Of special interest is his concluding discussions of the pros and cons of the socia psychological as opposed



to the special state approaches to hypnosis." R.A.W., Exceptional Human Experience

From the Back Cover

Franz Anton Mesmer arrived in Paris from Austriain February 1778 and established a medical practice
which hailed him as one of the most remarkable men of histime. His skill lay in his theories and in his use of
‘animal magnetism' to cure disease. Mesmer began a school of thought which spread across Europe and
America, and enjoyed, at various stages, favour as a respected scientific and medical therapy, and disrepute
asthetool of occultists, mystics and charlatans. Dr. Gauld has created a detailed and scholarly history of the
phenomena, practice and theory of mesmerism, hypnotism and multiple personality disorder. The book
traces the course of the mesmeric and hypnotic movements and gives special attention to the ideas and
influence of certain leading figures. It considers the theories which developed to explain the phenomena and
the uses and shortcomings of the technique in medical practice. Throughout the book, case histories and
anecdotal accounts provide afascinating insight into this controversial subject. The book also touches on the
social and intellectual issues which influenced the progress and devel opment of mesmerism and hypnotism.
The work is extensively annotated and referenced. In his epilogue, Gauld discusses modern approaches to
hypnotism and multiple personality disorder, and the role of hypnotism in clinical practice, and offers some
ideas for understanding these intriguing phenomena. A History of Hypnotism is awide-ranging and detailed
history of the mesmeric and hypnotic movements and is an essential work of reference and scholarship in
thisfield. A fascinating account, thisimportant work will be of interest to psychiatrists, psychol ogists and
medicalhistorians, as well as to the general reader who wishes to learn more about this absorbing topic.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Guadalupe Winn:

The book A History of Hypnotism make you feel enjoy for your spare time. Y ou can use to make your
capable much more increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem
with the subject. If you can make reading through a book A History of Hypnotism being your habit, you can
get much more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about afew or all
subjects. You are able to know everything if you like open and read a e-book A History of Hypnotism. Kinds
of book are several. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think
about this publication?

Eric Totten:

This book untitled A History of Hypnotism to be one of several books that best seller in this year, that's
because when you read this publication you can get alot of benefit upon it. You will easily to buy this
specific book in the book store or you can order it by way of online. The publisher of this book sells the e-
book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, because you can read this book in your Mobile phone.
So thereis no reason to you personally to past this book from your list.

Jared Smith:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them
friends and family or their friend. Did you know? Many alot of people spent they will free time just



watching TV, or even playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity thisislook
different you can read a book. It isreally fun for you personaly. If you enjoy the book that you just read you
can spent al day long to reading a guide. The book A History of Hypnotism it is rather good to read. There
are alot of folks that recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this book. If you did not
have enough space to bring this book you can buy typically the e-book. Y ou can mOore easily to read this
book from the smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book has high quality.

Elois Montgomery:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to pick book
like comic, limited story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not striving A History of Hypnotism
that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading routine al over the world
can be said as the way for people to know world considerably better then how they react towards the world.
It can't be explained constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you
who wants to be success person. So , for every you who want to start examining as your good habit, you can
pick A History of Hypnotism become your starter.
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