
Philosophy of Law: A Very Short Introduction
(Very Short Introductions)

By Raymond Wacks

Philosophy of Law: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions)
By Raymond Wacks

The concept of law lies at the heart of our social and political life, shaping the
character of our community and underlying issues from racism and abortion to
human rights and international war. Legal philosophy, or jurisprudence, explores
the notion of law and its role in society, illuminating its meaning and its relation
to the universal questions of justice, rights, and morality.

In this Very Short Introduction Raymond Wacks analyzes the nature and purpose
of the legal system, and the practice by courts, lawyers, and judges. Wacks
reveals the intriguing and challenging nature of legal philosophy with clarity and
enthusiasm, providing an enlightening guide to the central questions of legal
theory.

In this revised edition Wacks makes a number of updates including new material
on legal realism, changes to the approach to the analysis of law and legal theory,
and makes updates to historical and anthropological jurisprudence.

About the Series:
Oxford's Very Short Introductions series offers concise and original introductions
to a wide range of subjects--from Islam to Sociology, Politics to Classics,
Literary Theory to History, and Archaeology to the Bible. Not simply a textbook
of definitions, each volume in this series provides trenchant and provocative--yet
always balanced and complete--discussions of the central issues in a given
discipline or field. Every Very Short Introduction gives a readable evolution of
the subject in question, demonstrating how the subject has developed and how it
has influenced society. Eventually, the series will encompass every major
academic discipline, offering all students an accessible and abundant reference
library. Whatever the area of study that one deems important or appealing,
whatever the topic that fascinates the general reader, the Very Short Introductions
series has a handy and affordable guide that will likely prove indispensable.
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In this Very Short Introduction Raymond Wacks analyzes the nature and purpose of the legal system, and the
practice by courts, lawyers, and judges. Wacks reveals the intriguing and challenging nature of legal
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Editorial Review

Review
With an admirable and elegant economy of expression - which compromises neither subtlety nor nuance -
Ray Wacks has written in Philosophy of Law: A Very Short Introduction, a juristic gem that not only shines
with clarity but sparkles with insight on topics as diverse as natural law, rights theory, utilitarianism, the
sociology of the law, critical legal studies and law-and-economics. An indispensable introduction for the
student of legal philosophy, as well as a sound and reliable guide for the seasoned scholar, Wacks'
Philosophy of Law makes a knock-down case, concisely and capaciously, for the absolute centrality of
jurisprudence to the study of law. Professor William MacNeil, Griffith Law School

About the Author

Raymond Wacks is Emeritus Professor of Law and Legal Theory. His areas of interest are legal theory,
privacy, and human rights, and he has published numerous books and articles on various aspects of law,
including Understanding Jurisprudence: An Introduction to Legal Theory (OUP, 2012), Law: A Very Short
Introduction (OUP, 2008), and Privacy: A Very Short Introduction (OUP, 2010).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jacob King:

Often the book Philosophy of Law: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) has a lot details on
it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of help. The book was compiled by the very
famous author. Tom makes some research just before write this book. That book very easy to read you can
obtain the point easily after reading this book.

Michael Banks:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book specially book
entitled Philosophy of Law: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) your head will drift away
trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe unknown for but surely might be your mind
friends. Imaging each and every word written in a reserve then become one web form conclusion and
explanation this maybe you never get before. The Philosophy of Law: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short
Introductions) giving you one more experience more than blown away your head but also giving you useful
details for your better life in this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern the following is your
body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning a. Do you want
to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?



Susan Garrard:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make anyone to
understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information easier to share. You
can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and soon. You will observe
that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. Often the book that recommended to you
personally is Philosophy of Law: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) this book consist a
lot of the information of the condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented how can the
world has grown up. The words styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer
made some study when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book appropriate all of you.

Verna Hibbard:

As a student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library in
order to make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's internal
or real their pastime. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to at this time
there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring along with
can't see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for you
personally. As we know that on this period, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways
to reach Chinese's country. So , this Philosophy of Law: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short
Introductions) can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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