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This study argues that to understand Socrates we must uncover and analyze his
religious views, since his philosophical and religious views are part of one
seamless whole. Mark McPherran provides a close analysis of the relevant
Socratic texts, an analysis that yields a comprehensive and original account of
Socrates' commitments to religion (e.g., the nature of the gods, the immortality of
the soul).

McPherran finds that Socrates was not only a rational philosopher of the first
rank, but a figure with a profoundly religious nature as well, believing in the
existence of gods vastly superior to ourselves in power and wisdom and sharing
other traditional religious commitments with his contemporaries. However,
Socrates was just as much a sensitive critic and rational reformer of both the
religious tradition he inherited and the new cultic incursions he encountered.
McPherran contends that Socrates saw his religious commitments as integral to
his philosophical mission of moral examination and, in turn, used the rationally
derived convictions underlying that mission to reshape the religious conventions
of his time. As a result, Socrates made important contributions to the rational
reformation of Greek religion, contributions that incited and informed the
theology of his brilliant pupil, Plato.

 Download The Religion of Socrates ...pdf

 Read Online The Religion of Socrates ...pdf

http://youkof.club/go/read.php?id=0271018291
http://youkof.club/go/read.php?id=0271018291
http://youkof.club/go/read.php?id=0271018291
http://youkof.club/go/read.php?id=0271018291
http://youkof.club/go/read.php?id=0271018291
http://youkof.club/go/read.php?id=0271018291
http://youkof.club/go/read.php?id=0271018291
http://youkof.club/go/read.php?id=0271018291
http://youkof.club/go/read.php?id=0271018291
http://youkof.club/go/read.php?id=0271018291


The Religion of Socrates

By Mark L. McPherran, Mark L. McPherran

The Religion of Socrates By Mark L. McPherran, Mark L. McPherran

This study argues that to understand Socrates we must uncover and analyze his religious views, since his
philosophical and religious views are part of one seamless whole. Mark McPherran provides a close analysis
of the relevant Socratic texts, an analysis that yields a comprehensive and original account of Socrates'
commitments to religion (e.g., the nature of the gods, the immortality of the soul).

McPherran finds that Socrates was not only a rational philosopher of the first rank, but a figure with a
profoundly religious nature as well, believing in the existence of gods vastly superior to ourselves in power
and wisdom and sharing other traditional religious commitments with his contemporaries. However, Socrates
was just as much a sensitive critic and rational reformer of both the religious tradition he inherited and the
new cultic incursions he encountered. McPherran contends that Socrates saw his religious commitments as
integral to his philosophical mission of moral examination and, in turn, used the rationally derived
convictions underlying that mission to reshape the religious conventions of his time. As a result, Socrates
made important contributions to the rational reformation of Greek religion, contributions that incited and
informed the theology of his brilliant pupil, Plato.
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Editorial Review

Review

“McPherran has no illusions that he will carry everyone with him in his conclusions. He is, of course,
thoroughly abreast of this scholarly literature, and gives excellent annotations of alternative views, which
enable one to disagree with him if one wishes. All he wants to do is to reassert the essential religiosity of this
extraordinary and complex figure, and I think that he has done that with admirable thoroughness.”

—John Dillion, Trinity College Dublin

“This well-produced book is the fullest and in some ways the best discussion of its topic available.”

—International Studies in Philosophy

“This book is by far the most comprehensive and searching study of Socrates's religious commitments and
their impact on his philosophy. McPherran painstakingly sorts through the testimonies of the relevant ancient
sources and provides important and often controversial new interpretations of them.”

—Nicholas D. Smith, Michigan State University

“McPherran's book is the best full-length study of Socratic religion currently available in English. It is well
written and well argued. It should be read by any serious student of Socratic philosophy or the religion of
fifth-century Athens.”

—Hugh H. Benson, University of Oklahoma

About the Author

Mark L. McPherran is Professor of Philosophy at the University of Maine at Farmington.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Stephanie Wilkes:

The particular book The Religion of Socrates will bring you to definitely the new experience of reading a



new book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. When you try to find new book to see, this
book very suited to you. The book The Religion of Socrates is much recommended to you to read. You can
also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Mike Hodges:

The book untitled The Religion of Socrates contain a lot of information on the item. The writer explains her
idea with easy way. The language is very clear and understandable all the people, so do not worry, you can
easy to read that. The book was published by famous author. The author brings you in the new age of literary
works. It is possible to read this book because you can please read on your smart phone, or product, so you
can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can wide open their
official web-site and also order it. Have a nice go through.

Paige Robinson:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many concern for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people likes
reading, not only science book but novel and The Religion of Socrates or maybe others sources were given
know-how for you. After you know how the good a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science
reserve was created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to increase
their knowledge. In other case, beside science publication, any other book likes The Religion of Socrates to
make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like this.

Kenneth Cunningham:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information coming
from a book. Book is published or printed or highlighted from each source this filled update of news. Within
this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media social
such as newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can add
your knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just looking for
the The Religion of Socrates when you needed it?
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