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In a series of cross-cultural investigations of word meaning, Cliff Goddard and
Anna Wierzbicka examine key expressions from different domains of the lexicon
- concrete, abstract, physical, sensory, emotional, and social. They focus on
complex and culturally important words in a range of languages that includes
English, Russian, Polish, French, Warlpiri, and Malay. Some are basic like men,
women, and children or abstract nouns like trauma and violence; others describe
qualities such as hot, hard, and rough, emotions like happiness and sadness, or
feelings like pain. They ground their discussions in real examples from different
cultures and draw on work ranging from Leibniz, Locke, and Bentham, to
popular works such as autobiographies and memoirs, and the Dalai Lama on
happiness.

The book opens with a review of the neglected status of lexical semantics in
linguistics. The authors consider a range of analytical issues including lexical
polysemy, semantic change, the relationship between lexical and grammatical
semantics, and the concepts of semantic molecules and templates. Their
fascinating book is for everyone interested in the relations between meaning,
culture, ideas, and words.
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In a series of cross-cultural investigations of word meaning, Cliff Goddard and Anna Wierzbicka examine
key expressions from different domains of the lexicon - concrete, abstract, physical, sensory, emotional, and
social. They focus on complex and culturally important words in a range of languages that includes English,
Russian, Polish, French, Warlpiri, and Malay. Some are basic like men, women, and children or abstract
nouns like trauma and violence; others describe qualities such as hot, hard, and rough, emotions like
happiness and sadness, or feelings like pain. They ground their discussions in real examples from different
cultures and draw on work ranging from Leibniz, Locke, and Bentham, to popular works such as
autobiographies and memoirs, and the Dalai Lama on happiness.

The book opens with a review of the neglected status of lexical semantics in linguistics. The authors consider
a range of analytical issues including lexical polysemy, semantic change, the relationship between lexical
and grammatical semantics, and the concepts of semantic molecules and templates. Their fascinating book is
for everyone interested in the relations between meaning, culture, ideas, and words.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Words and Meanings is the culmination of a wealth of research by the authors into cross-cultural semantics
and the feasibility of using a semantic metalanguage... Overall, Words and Meanings is a thought-provoking
text that discusses a wide range of lexical sets, and presents a good introduction to the Natural Semantic
Metalanguage for those unfamiliar with it, but will also be of interest to those already engaged in scholarly
work within this theoretical perspective." --LinguistList

About the Author

Cliff Goddard is Professor of Linguistics at Griffith University, Brisbane. His books include Semantic
Analysis (OUP 1998, 2nd edn 2011), Cross-Linguistic Semantics (ed., 2008, John Benjamins), and The
Languages of East and Southeast Asia: An Introduction (2005, OUP).

Anna Wierzbicka is Professor of Linguistics at Australian National University. Her many books include
Semantics: Primes and Universals (OUP 1996), Emotions across Languages and Cultures (CUP 1999), and
Experience, Evidence & Sense: The hidden cultural legacy of English (OUP 2010).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Tamera Duckett:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to be aware of everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or goal; it means that e-book has
different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They are really
reading whatever they consider because their hobby is actually reading a book. Think about the person who
don't like reading a book? Sometime, person feel need book after they found difficult problem or perhaps
exercise. Well, probably you should have this Words and Meanings: Lexical Semantics Across Domains,
Languages, and Cultures.

Katherine Anderson:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them
household or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching
TV, as well as playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity that is look
different you can read a new book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent all
day every day to reading a publication. The book Words and Meanings: Lexical Semantics Across Domains,
Languages, and Cultures it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this
book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space to create this book you



can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is
not to fund but this book offers high quality.

Melvin Wilhelm:

Reading a book being new life style in this yr; every people loves to read a book. When you read a book you
can get a lot of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, because book has a lot of
information in it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book that you have read. If you
want to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if you act like you want to
entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these us novel, comics, and also soon. The Words and
Meanings: Lexical Semantics Across Domains, Languages, and Cultures offer you a new experience in
examining a book.

Wayne Queen:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we would like. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year
seemed to be exactly added. This reserve Words and Meanings: Lexical Semantics Across Domains,
Languages, and Cultures was filled about science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your
scientific research competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading a book. If you know how
big selling point of a book, you can feel enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like today, many ways to
get book that you just wanted.
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