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Cultural Theory: An Introduction is a concise, accessible introduction to a
complex field. Philip Smith provides a balanced, wide-ranging overview of
contemporary cultural theory, covering the major thinkers and key concepts that
have appeared and developed over the last century. The book has an abundance
of special features for students, with summaries, biographical notes, suggestions
for further reading, and cross-referencing. This book is an ideal guide for any
student or researcher with an interest in the theoretical study of culture and
society.
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Editorial Review

Review
"This is the best introductory survey of cultural theories I have read." -- Christian Smith, University of North
Carolina at Chapel Hill

"I cannot conceive of a better introduction to a century of cultural theory. Smith gives cultural theory life and
brings it down to earth, where it belongs." Barry Schwartz, University of Georgia

"Philip Smith has written the Zagat guide not just to sociology of culture and cultural sociology, but of
cultural theory in the grandest sense. This will be a great introduction for students and a cheat sheet for more
than a few professors. Bravo!" Roger Friedland, University of California at Santa Barbara

"This engaging book deftly maps the important theoretical traditions in the field of cultural analysis, with
special attention to the leading thinkers. Philip Smith's lucid writing and comprehensive scope will be of
great value to students and scholars as they seek to orient themselves in the field and identify the major
concepts." Robin Wagner-Pacifici, Swarthmore College

"Being a remarkable practitioner in the domain of cultural theory, Philip Smith adopts a powerful stance in
his far-reaching approach of the genealogy of this domain." Laurent Thévenot, Ecole des Hautes Etudes,
Paris

".Smith has produced a very useful and informative introduction to a broad variety of theories and culture"
Choice

Review
"For those stalking culture, you'd best set out with this mapping of the terrain."
–Roger Friedland, University of California, Santa Barbara

"The second edition of Cultural Theory provides a clear, lively, and timely introduction to leading thinkers
and their ideas. Its lucid writing and comprehensive scope is of great value to students and scholars seeking
to understand the field of cultural theory."
–Robin Wagner-Pacifici, Swarthmore College

"Bringing alive a subject as broad as cultural sociology is difficult, but this fresh edition succeeds brilliantly.
Books about theory are usually less than exciting, let alone inspiring, but this book glows and absorbs as it
informs. I have depended on it for years, cannot do without it, and, given the growth of cultural theory, I
cannot see how anyone else can."
–Barry Schwartz, University of Georgia



From the Back Cover
Cultural Theory: An Introduction is a concise, accessible introduction to a complex field. Philip Smith
provides a balanced, wide-ranging overview of contemporary cultural theory, covering the major thinkers
and key concepts that have appeared and developed over the last century. Assuming no specialist knowledge
on the part of the reader, Smith deals with some of the most sophisticated issues in contemporary social
thought. Coverage includes fields such as symbolic interactionism, structuralism, and psychoanalysis, and
leading thinkers like Foucault, Bourdieu, Habermas, and Giddens. The book has an abundance of special
features for students, with summaries, biographical notes, suggestions for further reading, and extensive
cross-referencing. For any student or scholar with an interest in the theoretical study of culture and society,
this book is an ideal guide.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Joy Hutchinson:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a book. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add your
knowledge by the reserve entitled Cultural Theory: An Introduction (21st Century Sociology). Try to make
book Cultural Theory: An Introduction (21st Century Sociology) as your close friend. It means that it can to
be your friend when you experience alone and beside associated with course make you smarter than before.
Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book makes you more confidence because you can know
almost everything by the book. So , let us make new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Ellis Dunn:

This Cultural Theory: An Introduction (21st Century Sociology) book is just not ordinary book, you have
after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is actually information
inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper you actually read a lot of
information you will get. This Cultural Theory: An Introduction (21st Century Sociology) without we
comprehend teach the one who examining it become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't always be
worry Cultural Theory: An Introduction (21st Century Sociology) can bring any time you are and not make
your handbag space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even
cellphone. This Cultural Theory: An Introduction (21st Century Sociology) having good arrangement in
word along with layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Awilda Kell:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also be a life style. This reading addiction give you lot of
advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside the book that
improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of reserve you read, if you
want drive more knowledge just go with education books but if you want feel happy read one with theme for
entertaining like comic or novel. Often the Cultural Theory: An Introduction (21st Century Sociology) is
kind of publication which is giving the reader capricious experience.



Deanna Thompson:

Many people spending their period by playing outside using friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh, do
you consider reading a book can actually hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It okay you
can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Cultural Theory: An
Introduction (21st Century Sociology) which is keeping the e-book version. So , why not try out this book?
Let's view.
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