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Just prior to his death in 2005, August Wilson, arguably the most important

American playwright of the last quarter-century, completed an ambitious cycle of

ten plays, each set in a different decade of the twentieth century. Known as the

Twentieth-Century Cycle or the Pittsburgh Cycle, the plays, which portrayed the

struggles of African-Americans, won two Pulitzer Prizes for Drama, a Tony

Award for Best Play, and seven New York Drama Critics Circle Awards. August

Wilson: Completing the Twentieth-Century Cycle is the first volume devoted to

the last five plays of the cycle individually—Jitney, Seven Guitars, King Hedley

II, Gem of the Ocean, and Radio Golf—and in the context of Wilson's entire

body of work.

 Editor Alan Nadel's May All Your Fences Have Gates: Essays on the Drama of

August Wilson, a work Henry Louis Gates called definitive, focused on the first

five plays of Wilson's cycle. This new collection examines from myriad

perspectives the way Wilson's final works give shape and focus to his complete

dramatic opus. It contains an outstanding and diverse array of discussions from

leading Wilson scholars and literary critics. Together, the essays in Nadel's two

volumes give Wilson's work the breadth of analysis and understanding that this

major figure of American drama merits.
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Editorial Review

Review

“In this companion to May All Your Fences Have Gates, we have a timely addition to the growing
scholarship on August Wilson’s works. The focus on the second half of the cycle presents certain problems,
not least of which stem from the fact that Wilson’s plays were written ‘out of order,’ simultaneously pointing
forward and looking back. In less capable hands, this aspect might be ignored and the plays studied decade
by decade, in a linear fashion. This volume does not fall into that trap. Instead, Nadel and his colleagues
address the location of each play within the larger context of the cycle, for the second half of the cycle and
the entire collection alike. As a result, we see that almost any theme or motif within a single text finds echoes
and reverberations in other plays, thus affording us a view of Wilson’s overall scheme and challenging future
scholarship of any single play to embrace this holistic view of the cycle. No longer is it enough to say that
Wilson wrote a play or plays: whenever we consider any of his plays we have to acknowledge the cycle. This
book ensures that perspective, one that is unique in the history of dramatic literature.”—Kim Pereira, author,
August Wilson and the African-American Odyssey

"In this carefully crafted volume, Alan Nadel pairs a variety of essays on the plays of August Wilson's
century cycle. Among the many strengths of this collection is that the selections are well connected
thematically without being repetitive and that the diverse interpretations are presented in a language and style
that are easily accessible, even for general readers. At the same time, the multiplicity of meanings that can be
derived from careful readings of the social, cultural, and historical contexts of the cycle will satisfy the most
critical scholars."—Sandra Adell, author, Double-Consciousness/Double Bind: Theoretical Issues in
Twentieth-Century Black Literature

About the Author

Alan Nadel is the Bryan Chair of American Literature and Culture at the University of Kentucky, where he

teaches literature and film. He is the editor of May All Your Fences Have Gates (Iowa, 1993) and the author

of Invisible Criticism: Ralph Ellison and the American Canon (Iowa, 1991), Containment Culture: American

Narratives, Postmodernism, and the Atomic Age, Flatlining on the Field of Dreams: Cultural Narratives in

the Films of President Reagan's America, and Television in Black and White America: Race and National

Identity.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Barbara Cook:

The book untitled August Wilson: Completing the Twentieth-Century Cycle contain a lot of information on
the idea. The writer explains her idea with easy means. The language is very simple to implement all the
people, so do not worry, you can easy to read it. The book was authored by famous author. The author will
bring you in the new time of literary works. You can read this book because you can read more your smart
phone, or gadget, so you can read the book inside anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase
the e-book, you can open their official web-site along with order it. Have a nice read.

June Whitaker:

Beside this kind of August Wilson: Completing the Twentieth-Century Cycle in your phone, it could give
you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you may got
here is fresh through the oven so don't become worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow small
town. It is good thing to have August Wilson: Completing the Twentieth-Century Cycle because this book
offers to you personally readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you do not get what it's
about. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot
be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss the idea? Find this
book and read it from right now!

Rose Duprey:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you might have it
in e-book technique, more simple and reachable. That August Wilson: Completing the Twentieth-Century
Cycle can give you a lot of pals because by you looking at this one book you have issue that they don't and
make you more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of a step for you to get success.
This publication offer you information that probably your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than
different make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? Let me have August Wilson: Completing the
Twentieth-Century Cycle.

Johnny Relyea:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our expertise for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we want. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year ended
up being exactly added. This reserve August Wilson: Completing the Twentieth-Century Cycle was filled
with regards to science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines
competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big good
thing about a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like right now, many ways to
get book that you simply wanted.
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