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Celebrated novelist David Treuer has gained a reputation for writing fiction that
expands the horizons of Native American literature. In Rez Life, his first full-
length work of nonfiction, Treuer brings a novelist’s storytelling skill and an eye
for detail to a complex and subtle examination of Native American reservation
life, past and present.

With authoritative research and reportage, Treuer illuminates misunderstood
contemporary issues like sovereignty, treaty rights, and natural-resource
conservation. He traces the convoluted waves of public policy that have
deracinated, disenfranchised, and exploited Native Americans, exposing the
tension and conflict that has marked the historical relationship between the
United States government and the Native American population. Through the eyes
of students, teachers, government administrators, lawyers, and tribal court judges,
he shows how casinos, tribal government, and the Bureau of Indian Affairs have
transformed the landscape of Native American life.

A member of the Ojibwe of northern Minnesota, Treuer grew up on the Leech
Lake Reservation, but was educated in "mainstream" America. Treuer traverses
the boundaries of American and Indian identity as he explores crime and poverty,
casinos and wealth, and the preservation of his native language and culture. Rez
Life is a strikingly original work of history and reportage, a must read for anyone
interested in the Native American story.
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Celebrated novelist David Treuer has gained a reputation for writing fiction that expands the horizons of
Native American literature. In Rez Life, his first full-length work of nonfiction, Treuer brings a novelist’s
storytelling skill and an eye for detail to a complex and subtle examination of Native American reservation
life, past and present.

With authoritative research and reportage, Treuer illuminates misunderstood contemporary issues like
sovereignty, treaty rights, and natural-resource conservation. He traces the convoluted waves of public policy
that have deracinated, disenfranchised, and exploited Native Americans, exposing the tension and conflict
that has marked the historical relationship between the United States government and the Native American
population. Through the eyes of students, teachers, government administrators, lawyers, and tribal court
judges, he shows how casinos, tribal government, and the Bureau of Indian Affairs have transformed the
landscape of Native American life.

A member of the Ojibwe of northern Minnesota, Treuer grew up on the Leech Lake Reservation, but was
educated in "mainstream" America. Treuer traverses the boundaries of American and Indian identity as he
explores crime and poverty, casinos and wealth, and the preservation of his native language and culture. Rez
Life is a strikingly original work of history and reportage, a must read for anyone interested in the Native
American story.
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Editorial Review

Review

“An affecting portrait of his childhood home, Leech Lake Indian Reservation, and his people, the
Ojibwe.”—The New York Times

“[Rez Life] is not, for all its intimacy, just as it is not exactly a work of reportage or a work of history.
Rather, it is a nuanced hybrd, a memoir, broken into six chapters, each of which begins in the personal, then
expands outward to a larger theme. Sovereignty, fishing, treaty rights, the tribal justice system, education,
language and assimilation – Treuer examines all of it, finding associations between the broadest stories and
the most individual.”—David Ulin, Los Angeles Times

“[Treuer’s] upbringing on an Ojibwe reservation in Minnesota makes him adept at delving behind
stereotypes of Indian life and infuses his account with passion and meticulousness.”—The New Yorker

"Smartly, this book blends journalism, history and memoir... to provide both anecdotes of present-day
reservation life and history... Treuer's message - the picture he gives of Indian reservation life today - is not
one of defeat or demise but of miraculous survival."—Greg Sarris, San Francisco Chronicle

“Rez Life is a fascinating, air-clearing look at Native American reservation life, strengthened in equal
measure by its anecdotes and its scholarly attention.”—Jonathan Messinger, Time Out Chicago

“Blends memoir and history to reveal what life on a reservation is really like - neither the festival of
dysfunction nor the oasis of noble, nature-loving stoics that many non-Indians imagine. … [A] blistering,
illuminating, ultimately hopeful book.”—Kate Tuttle, Boston Globe

“In a book that is part memoir, part journalistic exposé and part cultural history, novelist Treuer offers a
movingly plainspoken account of reservation life... Powerful, important reading.”—Kirkus Reviews

"An invaluable study and vivid account of problematic life on our reservations by a writer--a very good
writer!--raised 'on the rez' who knows what he's talking about only too well and also knows how to tell a
story, lots of stories, that document and effectively banish a number of misconceptions still held by white
society. Highly recommended." —Peter Matthiessen

“Out of the people and places of Native America David Treuer has crafted a story of vital interest to all
Americans." —Vice President Walter Mondale

“A compelling account of life on native American reservations.”—The Christian Science Monitor

“Treuer’s poignant, penetrating blend of memoir and history illustrates that despite long-standing problems,
including poverty and high rates of alcoholism, reservations remain strong, proud bastions of Native
American life.”—Eric Libetrau, People Magazine

“Applied to a book, the word ‘important’ can glaze the eyes. An ‘important’ book sounds like an earnest,
educational one you should read, when you get to it, someday, maybe. Rez Life is important in the word's



best sense -- one you'll want to read if you're at all curious about contemporary American Indians. It's
important in the way Dee Brown's Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee was when it came out in 1970, deeply
moving readers as it schooled them about Indian history in a way nothing else had.”—Pamela Miller,
Minneapolis Star-Tribune

“Treuer sees all the poverty, the gangs and the alcohol, but he also sees great beauty in some of the last
places untouched by commercial development. He hears the stories of his people in the language of his
people, and he sees the pride of survivors.”—Neal Conan, NPR

About the Author

David Treuer is the author of three novels—Little, The Hiawatha, and The Translation of Dr. Appeles—
and Native American Fiction: A User's Manual, a book of essays. A professor of literature and creative
writing at USC, Treuer is the co-editor of the American Indian Culture and Research Journal. He divides his
time between Los Angeles and Leech Lake Reservation in Minnesota.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Cheri Whaley:

This Rez Life: An Indian's Journey Through Reservation Life book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have
it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is usually information inside
this e-book incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper you read a lot of information you
will get. That Rez Life: An Indian's Journey Through Reservation Life without we comprehend teach the one
who looking at it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't end up being worry Rez Life: An
Indian's Journey Through Reservation Life can bring when you are and not make your case space or
bookshelves' become full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even telephone. This Rez Life:
An Indian's Journey Through Reservation Life having very good arrangement in word in addition to layout,
so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Raymond Bryan:

Beside this kind of Rez Life: An Indian's Journey Through Reservation Life in your phone, it could give you
a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you are going to got
here is fresh from your oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow town. It
is good thing to have Rez Life: An Indian's Journey Through Reservation Life because this book offers for
you readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you rarely get what it's interesting features of.
Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot
be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss the item? Find this book
along with read it from currently!

Philip Nguyen:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got college students? We believe that that issue
was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And you know



that little person including reading or as looking at become their hobby. You should know that reading is
very important and book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to include you knowledge, except your
current teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update with regards to something by book. A substantial
number of sorts of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them are these claims Rez Life:
An Indian's Journey Through Reservation Life.

Ronald Sadowski:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
from the book. Book is created or printed or highlighted from each source that will filled update of news.
Within this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for you. From media
social just like newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You
can add your knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
searching for the Rez Life: An Indian's Journey Through Reservation Life when you necessary it?
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