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Sacred spaces exemplify some of the most exciting and challenging architecture
today. Designing Sacred Spaces tells the inside story of seven architecture firms
and their approaches to designing churches, mosques, synagogues and temples,
monasteries and retreats. Twenty beautifully illustrated case studies located in
Asia, Europe, and North America are showcased alongside discussions with the
designers into concept and design development, materiality, and spatial analysis.
Complementing these are essays on the cultural, historical, and theoretical
meaning and importance of sacred spaces. By exploring the way we see religion
and how we understand secular and sacred space, Designing Sacred Spaces
reveals how we see ourselves and how we see others. A tour-de-force of first-
person narratives, research, and illustrations, this book is a vital desk reference.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Equal parts fascinating history-theory, illuminating design diary and dialog, and feast for the eyes and soul,
Wing’s Designing Sacred Spaces is a compelling and beautifully structured book that teaches us, not only
about religion and culture, but about design process, perception, and the power of space to be transcendent.
It’s a fascinating read with multiple voices and points of view. A welcome addition to anyone’s library,
certainly not just those of architects." - Alice Kimm, JFAK Architects and Adjunct Associate Professor,
USC School of Architecture, USA

"Sherin Wing is changing the architectural dialog for the better. In this rigorously researched, thoughtful,
well-written book she argues against the European/American centric examination of our built environment,
and opens the discourse by including sacred spaces around the globe. She argues and proves that architecture
is at its best when it represents unique and complex cultures, a specific locality as well as its policies and
beliefs. What better place to start human habitation than in the spiritual realm?" - Susan S. Szenasy,
Publisher and Editor in Chief, Metropolis, USA

"An inspiring book that is as thorough and insightful as it is beautiful. An excellent reminder of the heights
that contemporary architects can achieve." - Sam Lubell, Contributing Editor, The Architect's
Newspaper, USA

"In this volume, Sherin Wing has created a primer on the architecture, ritual, and design of contemporary
sacred spaces. Featuring the works of seven architects, her exceptionally clear writing presents interviews
alongside foundational essays, drawings, and photographs to elucidate a range of spiritual building projects.
From Taiwan to South Carolina, from monasteries to mosques, the reader comes away with a humanistic
awareness of the rich tapestry of spaces that house our most profound individual and collective identities." -
Dana Cuff, Professor, Architecture and Urban Design, UCLA and Director, cityLAB-UCLA, USA

"The book is well illustrated with plenty of detailed drawing and colour photographs. It explores the special
needs of sacred spaces; the need to incorporate the differing requirements of each faith, the local settings,
local building rules and acceptable architecture, and yet still produce a harmounious building for those using
it and those living nearby; and also the space itself need to be transcendent." - Building Engineer, Ray
Needham FAIA FAA/FIPA FMAAT MWOBO

About the Author

Sherin Wing received her Ph.D. in the Humanities from UCLA, USA. In addition to being a published
scholar, she also writes for several publications including Architecture Magazine, ArchDaily.com, the
Huffington Post, and Metropolis Magazine on a wide range of issues surrounding the cultural, economic, and
social aspects of architecture.



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Homer Anderson:

The publication untitled Designing Sacred Spaces is the e-book that recommended to you to learn. You can
see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to a person. The language that publisher use to
explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The article writer was did a lot of study when
write the book, hence the information that they share to you personally is absolutely accurate. You also could
get the e-book of Designing Sacred Spaces from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Richard Dutton:

Precisely why? Because this Designing Sacred Spaces is an unordinary book that the inside of the book
waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will surprise you with the secret this inside. Reading this book
adjacent to it was fantastic author who also write the book in such remarkable way makes the content inside
of easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you
because of not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you a
lot of advantages than the other book have got such as help improving your expertise and your critical
thinking means. So , still want to delay having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the reserve store
hurriedly.

Christopher Walker:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Make
an effort to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't assess book by its cover may
doesn't work is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside
look likes. Maybe you answer is usually Designing Sacred Spaces why because the fantastic cover that make
you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content is definitely
fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly show you to pick up this
book.

Sean Ward:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library or even make
summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's soul or real their
pastime. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to at this time there but
nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring along with
can't see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we
know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this Designing Sacred Spaces can make you sense more interested to
read.
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