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In the tradition of E. M. Forster's Aspects of the Novel and Milan Kundera's The
Art of the Novel, How Fiction Works is a scintillating study of the magic of
fiction--an analysis of its main elements and a celebration of its lasting power.
Here one of the most prominent and stylish critics of our time looks into the
machinery of storytelling to ask some fundamental questions: What do we mean
when we say we "know" a fictional character? What constitutes a telling detail?
When is a metaphor successful? Is Realism realistic? Why do some literary
conventions become dated while others stay fresh?

James Wood ranges widely, from Homer to Make Way for Ducklings, from the
Bible to John le Carré, and his book is both a study of the techniques of fiction-
making and an alternative history of the novel. Playful and profound, How
Fiction Works will be enlightening to writers, readers, and anyone else interested
in what happens on the page.
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Fiction Works is a scintillating study of the magic of fiction--an analysis of its main elements and a
celebration of its lasting power. Here one of the most prominent and stylish critics of our time looks into the
machinery of storytelling to ask some fundamental questions: What do we mean when we say we "know" a
fictional character? What constitutes a telling detail? When is a metaphor successful? Is Realism realistic?
Why do some literary conventions become dated while others stay fresh?

James Wood ranges widely, from Homer to Make Way for Ducklings, from the Bible to John le Carré, and
his book is both a study of the techniques of fiction-making and an alternative history of the novel. Playful
and profound, How Fiction Works will be enlightening to writers, readers, and anyone else interested in what
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Michael Short:

The publication with title How Fiction Works posesses a lot of information that you can learn it. You can get
a lot of profit after read this book. This specific book exist new understanding the information that exist in
this reserve represented the condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u to know how the
improvement of the world. This book will bring you with new era of the glowbal growth. You can read the
e-book with your smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you want.

Bonnie Mentzer:

The book untitled How Fiction Works contain a lot of information on that. The writer explains her idea with
easy method. The language is very easy to understand all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read
that. The book was written by famous author. The author gives you in the new age of literary works. It is
easy to read this book because you can read more your smart phone, or product, so you can read the book
throughout anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can start their official
web-site as well as order it. Have a nice go through.

Kevin Vickers:

A lot of guide has printed but it is unique. You can get it by world wide web on social media. You can
choose the most effective book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is
referred to as of book How Fiction Works. You can contribute your knowledge by it. Without leaving behind
the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is most significant
that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one location to other place.

Ida Acord:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is published or printed or highlighted from each source that filled update of
news. Within this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for you actually.
From media social such as newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, book and
comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out
your book? Or just seeking the How Fiction Works when you necessary it?
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