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Materials in Conservation is the definitive introduction to the properties of
materials used in conservation. The continual struggle of conservators to
ameliorate the deterioration of objects has led to increasing use of synthetic
polymers. These materials are part of the sophisticated technology that has been
developed to augment and often replace traditional materials and methods.
Conservators therefore have a wider range of techniques available. However,
they must be able to appreciate the potentials and pitfalls of any proposed
technique.

The first section explains physical and chemical properties which are important
in the conservation process, i.e. application, ageing, reversal. The topics covered
include molecular weight, glass transition temperature, solubility and solvents,
polymerisation and degradation reactions. The second section provides a detailed
consideration of the individual materials, current and obsolete, used in
conservation, drawing out the factors relevant to their effects on objects. The
conservation uses of each material are summarised and referenced to allow
further study. In five appendices, the properties of the polymers, solvents and
their interactions are tabulated, with a list of suppliers and conversion table of
physical units. IUPAC and SI nomenclature is used throughout the book.

In this second edition, this classic text is revised and updated to include modern
materials such as cyclododecane, and current ideas on adhesion, consolidation
and reversibility, making Materials in Conservation the definitive source of vital
information in the field.

This handy reference book should be on the bench of every conservator and
available wherever objects, from steam engines to dried plants, are preserved.
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Materials in Conservation is the definitive introduction to the properties of materials used in conservation.
The continual struggle of conservators to ameliorate the deterioration of objects has led to increasing use of
synthetic polymers. These materials are part of the sophisticated technology that has been developed to
augment and often replace traditional materials and methods. Conservators therefore have a wider range of
techniques available. However, they must be able to appreciate the potentials and pitfalls of any proposed
technique.

The first section explains physical and chemical properties which are important in the conservation process,
i.e. application, ageing, reversal. The topics covered include molecular weight, glass transition temperature,
solubility and solvents, polymerisation and degradation reactions. The second section provides a detailed
consideration of the individual materials, current and obsolete, used in conservation, drawing out the factors
relevant to their effects on objects. The conservation uses of each material are summarised and referenced to
allow further study. In five appendices, the properties of the polymers, solvents and their interactions are
tabulated, with a list of suppliers and conversion table of physical units. IUPAC and SI nomenclature is used
throughout the book.

In this second edition, this classic text is revised and updated to include modern materials such as
cyclododecane, and current ideas on adhesion, consolidation and reversibility, making Materials in
Conservation the definitive source of vital information in the field.

This handy reference book should be on the bench of every conservator and available wherever objects, from
steam engines to dried plants, are preserved.
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Editorial Review

Review

'I can hardly wait for the new edition to come out. I will have several copies bought for the CCI library so
that I can have one permanently on my desk.'  Jane Down, Senior Conservation Scientist, Canadian
Conservation Institute.

About the Author

Velson Horie is a Collection Care and Conservation Consultant. For 28 years he was Keeper of
Conservation at The Manchester Museum, The University of Manchester, then was the Research Project
Manager at the British Library coordinating an international and interdisciplinary study on the natural ageing
of books. Teaching experience includes university lectures, a distance learning course on Chemistry for
Conservators and professional updating courses on polymers. He has published extensively on conservation.

www.horie.co.uk  

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Alicia Wescott:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yeah, you
can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to take a
stroll, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or even read a book eligible Materials for
Conservation? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You realize beside you can spend your time along with
your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have additional
opinion?

Wanda Stamper:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be revise about what going on or facts even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era that is certainly always change and advance. Some of you
maybe can update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to
you actually is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Materials for Conservation is our
recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and need in this
era.

Gary Morrell:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or go to the outside with them friends and



family or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or
playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity this is look different you can read
a book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent 24 hours a day to
reading a reserve. The book Materials for Conservation it is very good to read. There are a lot of folks that
recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have enough
space to bring this book you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book from
a smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book offers high quality.

Melvin Schroeder:

Many people said that they feel weary when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt the item when they
get a half portions of the book. You can choose the particular book Materials for Conservation to make your
reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading ability is developing when you similar to reading.
Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the idea about book and reading through
especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to start a book and go through it. Beside that the e-book
Materials for Conservation can to be a newly purchased friend when you're really feel alone and confuse
using what must you're doing of this time.
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