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Two famous, firsthand accounts of the holy war in the Middle Ages
translated by Caroline Smith

Originally composed in Old French, the two chronicles brought together here
offer some of the most vivid and reliable accounts of the Crusades from a
Western perspective. Villehardouin's Conquest of Constantinople, distinguished
by its simplicity and lucidity, recounts the controversial Fourth Crusade, which
descended into an all-out attack on the E astern Christians of Byzantium. In Life
of Saint Louis, Joinville draws on his close attachment to King Louis IX of
France to recall his campaigning in the Holy Land. Together these narratives
comprise a fascinating window on events that, for all their remoteness, offer
startling similarities to our own age.

For more than seventy years, Penguin has been the leading publisher of classic
literature in the English-speaking world. With more than 1,700 titles, Penguin
Classics represents a global bookshelf of the best works throughout history and
across genres and disciplines. Readers trust the series to provide authoritative
texts enhanced by introductions and notes by distinguished scholars and
contemporary authors, as well as up-to-date translations by award-winning
translators.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Geoffrey of Villehardouin was born in around 1150. In 1185 he was appointed to the office of marshal of
Champagne, and having taken the cross in 1199 he was subsequently appointed as an envoy by the leaders of
the Fourth Crusade. He was privy to crucial decisions made throughout the course of the crusade, which
ended with the conquest of Constantinople from its Greek Christian rulers in April 1204. His account of The
Conquest of Constantinople relates the controversial history of the Fourth Crusade and the early years of the
Latin empire from the perspective of a well-informed insider. John of Joinville was born in 1224 or 1225. In
1233 he inherited the office of seneschal of Champagne that would give him a leading role in the
administrative affairs of the county. He took the cross for the first crusade led by King Louis IX of France.
Joinville became a close friend of Louis IX and after their return to France he was a familiar figure at the
royal court. Joinville refused to join Louis on his second crusade and was therefore not present when the king
died in 1270. He honoured his friend's memory by giving evidence to the enquiry that established the king's
sanctity and by composing The Life of Saint Louis as a record of his holy words and good deeds.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

William Svendsen:

The ability that you get from Chronicles of the Crusades (Penguin Classics) is a more deep you rooting the
information that hide inside the words the more you get serious about reading it. It doesn't mean that this
book is hard to know but Chronicles of the Crusades (Penguin Classics) giving you excitement feeling of
reading. The writer conveys their point in a number of way that can be understood by means of anyone who
read it because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. This particular book also makes your current
vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We advise you for having this particular Chronicles of the Crusades (Penguin Classics) instantly.

Margaret Barone:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their down time with their family, or
their particular friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic
inside the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something
different to fill your current free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book can be option to fill your free time/
holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to test
look for book, may be the reserve untitled Chronicles of the Crusades (Penguin Classics) can be fine book to
read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Jacqueline Harding:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to pick book like



comic, small story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not hoping Chronicles of the Crusades (Penguin
Classics) that give your fun preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading behavior all over
the world can be said as the method for people to know world far better then how they react towards the
world. It can't be stated constantly that reading habit only for the geeky particular person but for all of you
who wants to end up being success person. So , for every you who want to start examining as your good
habit, you are able to pick Chronicles of the Crusades (Penguin Classics) become your current starter.

Maria Peterson:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got college students? We believe that that
issue was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby.
Therefore you know that little person just like reading or as studying become their hobby. You need to know
that reading is very important along with book as to be the point. Book is important thing to include you
knowledge, except your own teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update regarding something by book.
Numerous books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is Chronicles of the Crusades
(Penguin Classics).
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