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Caregiving role rather than gender has a predominant influence on parent
interaction in nonstressful as well as stressful situations. Primary caregiving
fathers can competently assume caregiving and nurturant functions so as to
become their infants' primary attachment figures.

Based on videotaped home observations, Dr. Geiger examines the unique and
interactive effects of the gender of the caregiver and the primacy of the caregiver
role on parent-infant interaction. Dr. Geiger observed 56 parents of different
gender (father-mother) and caregiving role (primary-secondary) interacting with
their infant in a non-stressful situation. Then infants were placed under stress in a
modified version of the Strange Situation. A gender X caregiving role analysis of
variance indicated no gender or role effect for parents' and infants' affiliative
behaviors under nonstressful conditions except for fathers' rough tumble play. A
caregiving role and/or a gender X role interaction effect was observed on the
attachment behaviors of parents (caregiving and displaying affection) and of
infants (displaying affection, clinging, moving away, and exploring). Infants'
play interaction was most synchronous with that of primary caregiving fathers.
Finally, the caregiver role effect indicated on all infants' attachment behaviors
under stress showed a distinctive preference for primary caregivers (fathers or
mothers) with disregard for gender.

Dr. Geiger's study indicates that primary caregiving fathers can be as competent
as primary and secondary caregiving mothers. They were more affectionate, and
despite an increased amount of assumed caregiving and household chores,
primary caregiving fathers were more involved and in greater synchrony with
their infant's play activities than primary or secondary caregiving mothers. This
study challenges sex-role stereotypes and suggests benefits of modeling a more
egalitarian upbringing. It presents strategies to resolve the dilemma of day care
for infants. This book will be of great interest to students, scholars, and other
researchers involved with early childhood education, socioemotional
development of children, and developmental psychology, especially once it is
acknowledged that father care in the home for infants less than one year of age
has become the most common form of primary nonmaternal care arrangement
(21.6%) adopted by employed mothers.
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Caregiving role rather than gender has a predominant influence on parent interaction in nonstressful as well
as stressful situations. Primary caregiving fathers can competently assume caregiving and nurturant functions
so as to become their infants' primary attachment figures.

Based on videotaped home observations, Dr. Geiger examines the unique and interactive effects of the
gender of the caregiver and the primacy of the caregiver role on parent-infant interaction. Dr. Geiger
observed 56 parents of different gender (father-mother) and caregiving role (primary-secondary) interacting
with their infant in a non-stressful situation. Then infants were placed under stress in a modified version of
the Strange Situation. A gender X caregiving role analysis of variance indicated no gender or role effect for
parents' and infants' affiliative behaviors under nonstressful conditions except for fathers' rough tumble play.
A caregiving role and/or a gender X role interaction effect was observed on the attachment behaviors of
parents (caregiving and displaying affection) and of infants (displaying affection, clinging, moving away,
and exploring). Infants' play interaction was most synchronous with that of primary caregiving fathers.
Finally, the caregiver role effect indicated on all infants' attachment behaviors under stress showed a
distinctive preference for primary caregivers (fathers or mothers) with disregard for gender.

Dr. Geiger's study indicates that primary caregiving fathers can be as competent as primary and secondary
caregiving mothers. They were more affectionate, and despite an increased amount of assumed caregiving
and household chores, primary caregiving fathers were more involved and in greater synchrony with their
infant's play activities than primary or secondary caregiving mothers. This study challenges sex-role
stereotypes and suggests benefits of modeling a more egalitarian upbringing. It presents strategies to resolve
the dilemma of day care for infants. This book will be of great interest to students, scholars, and other
researchers involved with early childhood education, socioemotional development of children, and
developmental psychology, especially once it is acknowledged that father care in the home for infants less
than one year of age has become the most common form of primary nonmaternal care arrangement (21.6%)
adopted by employed mothers.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

BRENDA GEIGER is Assistant Professor of Psychology at the Richard Stockton College of New Jersey.
Her present areas of scholarly interest include child development, day care, and peer group socialization.
Among her earlier publications are Reform Through Community and Family, Justice, and Delinquency (both
co-authored with Michael Fischer and published by Greenwood Press, 1991 and 1995 respectively).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Beverly McGahey:

As people who live in the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or facts even knowledge to
make these people keep up with the era which can be always change and advance. Some of you maybe may
update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to an individual is
you don't know which you should start with. This Fathers as Primary Caregivers: (Contributions in Family
Studies) is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you
want and want in this era.

Nathan Marker:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information easier
to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, paper, book, and
soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended to you is Fathers as Primary Caregivers: (Contributions in Family Studies) this e-book consist
a lot of the information from the condition of this world now. This particular book was represented how do
the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. The actual
writer made some investigation when he makes this book. That's why this book acceptable all of you.

William Butcher:

Beside this kind of Fathers as Primary Caregivers: (Contributions in Family Studies) in your phone, it might
give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you will got
here is fresh from the oven so don't become worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow small
town. It is good thing to have Fathers as Primary Caregivers: (Contributions in Family Studies) because this
book offers to you personally readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you rarely get what
it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable
set up here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss it? Find



this book along with read it from currently!

Enrique Boggs:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book was rare? Why
so many concern for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
looking at, not only science book but also novel and Fathers as Primary Caregivers: (Contributions in Family
Studies) or maybe others sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the fantastic a
book, you feel want to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or even students
especially. Those guides are helping them to add their knowledge. In other case, beside science e-book, any
other book likes Fathers as Primary Caregivers: (Contributions in Family Studies) to make your spare time
far more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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