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The aim of the present work is to show the roots of the conception of perception
as an active process, tracing the history of its development from Plato to modern
philosophy. The contributors inquire into what activity is taken to mean in
different theories, challenging traditional historical accounts of perception that
stress the passivity of percipients in coming to know the external world. Special
attention is paid to the psychological and physiological mechanisms of
perception, rational and non-rational perception and the role of awareness in the
perceptual process.

Perception has often been conceived as a process in which the passive aspects -
such as the reception of sensory stimuli - were stressed and the active ones
overlooked. However, during recent decades research in cognitive science and
philosophy of mind has emphasized the activity of the subject in the process of
sense perception, often associating this activity to the notions of attention and
intentionality. Although it is recognized that there are ancient roots to the view
that perception is fundamentally active, the history remains largely unexplored.

The book is directed to all those interested in contemporary debates in the fields
of philosophy of mind and cognitive psychology who would like to become
acquainted with the historical background of active perception, but for historical
reliability the aim is to make no compromises.
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The aim of the present work is to show the roots of the conception of perception as an active process, tracing
the history of its development from Plato to modern philosophy. The contributors inquire into what activity
is taken to mean in different theories, challenging traditional historical accounts of perception that stress the
passivity of percipients in coming to know the external world. Special attention is paid to the psychological
and physiological mechanisms of perception, rational and non-rational perception and the role of awareness
in the perceptual process.

Perception has often been conceived as a process in which the passive aspects - such as the reception of
sensory stimuli - were stressed and the active ones overlooked. However, during recent decades research in
cognitive science and philosophy of mind has emphasized the activity of the subject in the process of sense
perception, often associating this activity to the notions of attention and intentionality. Although it is
recognized that there are ancient roots to the view that perception is fundamentally active, the history
remains largely unexplored.

The book is directed to all those interested in contemporary debates in the fields of philosophy of mind and
cognitive psychology who would like to become acquainted with the historical background of active
perception, but for historical reliability the aim is to make no compromises.
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Editorial Review

Review

From the book reviews:

“The volume consists of three sets of papers: one on ancient, one on medieval, and one on early modern
philosophy. … this book is a valuable source for students and scholars interested in the history of
philosophical psychology. Most of the papers are accessible to a broad audience. Many of the contributors
interestingly qualify the idea that there is a clear-cut distinction to be made between passive and active
accounts of perception.” (Han Thomas Adriaenssen, Notre Dame Philosophical Reviews, October, 2014)

From the Back Cover

The aim of the present work is to show the roots of the conception of perception as an active process, tracing
the history of its development from Plato to modern philosophy. The contributors inquire into what activity
is taken to mean in different theories, challenging traditional historical accounts of perception that stress the
passivity of percipients in coming to know the external world. Special attention is paid to the psychological
and physiological mechanisms of perception, rational and non-rational perception, and the role of awareness
in the perceptual process.

Perception has often been conceived as a process in which the passive aspects - such as the reception of
sensory stimuli - were stressed and the active ones overlooked. However, during recent decades research in
cognitive science and philosophy of mind has emphasized the activity of the subject in the process of sense
perception, often associating this activity to the notions of attention and intentionality.  Although it is
recognized that there are ancient roots to the view that perception is fundamentally active, the history
remains largely unexplored.

The book is directed to all those interested in contemporary debates in the fields of philosophy of mind and
cognitive psychology who would like to become acquainted with the historical background of active
perception, but for historical reliability the aim is to make no compromises.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

David Pell:

Throughout other case, little people like to read book Active Perception in the History of Philosophy: From
Plato to Modern Philosophy (Studies in the History of Philosophy of Mind). You can choose the best book if
you appreciate reading a book. Given that we know about how is important a book Active Perception in the
History of Philosophy: From Plato to Modern Philosophy (Studies in the History of Philosophy of Mind).
You can add information and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, since from
book you can know everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you will find yourself
known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we could open a book or



perhaps searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel uninterested to go
to the library. Let's study.

Harold Cole:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their free time with their family, or
their friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic inside park. They
actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill your free time/ holiday?
Can be reading a book is usually option to fill your totally free time/ holiday. The first thing that you ask
may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to attempt look for book, may be the e-
book untitled Active Perception in the History of Philosophy: From Plato to Modern Philosophy (Studies in
the History of Philosophy of Mind) can be great book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Carolyn Robles:

The reason why? Because this Active Perception in the History of Philosophy: From Plato to Modern
Philosophy (Studies in the History of Philosophy of Mind) is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-
book waiting for you to snap it but latter it will surprise you with the secret that inside. Reading this book
adjacent to it was fantastic author who else write the book in such wonderful way makes the content on the
inside easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for
you because of not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will
give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book have such as help improving your talent and your
critical thinking method. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I were you I will go to the book store
hurriedly.

William Prentice:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book specifically book entitled Active
Perception in the History of Philosophy: From Plato to Modern Philosophy (Studies in the History of
Philosophy of Mind) your brain will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect that
maybe mysterious for but surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a publication
then become one contact form conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get before. The Active
Perception in the History of Philosophy: From Plato to Modern Philosophy (Studies in the History of
Philosophy of Mind) giving you one more experience more than blown away your head but also giving you
useful info for your better life on this era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern this is your body and
mind will likely be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try
this extraordinary paying spare time activity?
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