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Jewish teenagers Eva and Töpper desperately searched for an escape from the
stranglehold of 1930s Nazi Germany. They studied agriculture at the Gross
Breesen Institute and hoped to secure visas to gain freedom from the tyranny
around them. Richmond department store owner William B. Thalhimer created a
safe haven on a rural Virginia farm where Eva and Töpper would find refuge.
Discover the remarkable true story of two young German Jews who endured the
emotional torture of their adolescence, journeyed to freedom and ultimately
confronted the evil that could not destroy their spirit. Author Robert H. Gillette
retells this harrowing narrative that is sure to inspire generations to come.
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Jewish teenagers Eva and Töpper desperately searched for an escape from the stranglehold of 1930s Nazi
Germany. They studied agriculture at the Gross Breesen Institute and hoped to secure visas to gain freedom
from the tyranny around them. Richmond department store owner William B. Thalhimer created a safe haven
on a rural Virginia farm where Eva and Töpper would find refuge. Discover the remarkable true story of two
young German Jews who endured the emotional torture of their adolescence, journeyed to freedom and
ultimately confronted the evil that could not destroy their spirit. Author Robert H. Gillette retells this
harrowing narrative that is sure to inspire generations to come.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Inside the labyrinthine depths of the National Archives on what would have been the last day of his
research, Robert Gillette was handed a container of records from the U.S. Department of State about Hyde
Farmlands and its young German-Jewish refugees.

The head archivist informed Gillette he was the first person in more than 70 years to open the box. The
wealth of information contained within the records would lead to the publication of The Virginia Plan:
William B. Thalhimer and a Rescue from Nazi Germany, published in 2011 and Escape to Virginia: From
Nazi Germany to Thalhimer’s Farm, published last year.

Written for a younger audience, Escape to Virginia focuses on the lives of two Gross Breesen students, Eva
Jacobsohn Loew and Werner Angress, who would make their way to Hyde Farmland in Virginia." The News
& Advance

This is a fascinating book that provides a history of the Holocaust as the tapestry against which the trials and
adventures of these young Jewish youth played out until their adulthood, when several of the men and one
woman, joined the US Army during World War II. Jewish Book Council

"[A]n engrossing and informative study of a less familiar corner of a much-covered period. Ample source
notes make this a solid choice for student research." Booklist

About the Author
Robert Gillette’s entire professional career revolved around young people. For forty years, he was an award-
winning public school educator in Fairfield, Connecticut. He was awarded the Mary Gresham Chair grant
and the Harvard Teaching Prize, amongst many recognitions. Similarly, he has directed religious education
programs and created Jewish education curriculum. Bob and his wife Marsha spend their time as avid canoe
paddlers and live in Lynchburg, Virginia.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Louise Lewis:

Within other case, little folks like to read book Escape to Virginia: From Nazi Germany to Thalhimer’s
Farm. You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. Given that we know about how is important
a book Escape to Virginia: From Nazi Germany to Thalhimer’s Farm. You can add understanding and of
course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can understand
everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple factor
until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, you can open a book or maybe searching by



internet system. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's read.

Maria Lacher:

The guide untitled Escape to Virginia: From Nazi Germany to Thalhimer’s Farm is the guide that
recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to a person.
The language that article author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article writer was
did a lot of study when write the book, therefore the information that they share to you is absolutely accurate.
You also could get the e-book of Escape to Virginia: From Nazi Germany to Thalhimer’s Farm from the
publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Colton Fierros:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with close friends is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try matter that really opposite
from that. Just one activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
already been ride on and with addition info. Even you love Escape to Virginia: From Nazi Germany to
Thalhimer’s Farm, you are able to enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still want to miss it? What
kind of hangout type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout men. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its
referred to as reading friends.

Jill Beery:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information quicker to
share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and
soon. You will see that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended for you is Escape to Virginia: From Nazi Germany to Thalhimer’s Farm this guide consist a
lot of the information of the condition of this world now. This specific book was represented so why is the
world has grown up. The language styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. The actual
writer made some research when he makes this book. That is why this book suitable all of you.
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