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The complete and authoritative guide to the use of hidden cameras to expose
abuse or wrongdoing.

Secret filming is no longer the preserve of specialists, professional journalists and
private investigators. Drawing on the author's own experience producing
undercover documentaries and wearing secret cameras, this book explains covert
recording for the general public, including specific advice on the practicalities of
using a phone or covert camera to record evidence. It considers the legal and
ethical issues and provides vital information for anyone who may use or
encounter secret filming, including the people or organisations that might be
filmed, regulators, social workers, local government officials and anyone who
may encounter it in court. It also looks to the future of covert filming and the
implications of technological advances, such as drone cameras.
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The complete and authoritative guide to the use of hidden cameras to expose abuse or wrongdoing.

Secret filming is no longer the preserve of specialists, professional journalists and private investigators.
Drawing on the author's own experience producing undercover documentaries and wearing secret cameras,
this book explains covert recording for the general public, including specific advice on the practicalities of
using a phone or covert camera to record evidence. It considers the legal and ethical issues and provides vital
information for anyone who may use or encounter secret filming, including the people or organisations that
might be filmed, regulators, social workers, local government officials and anyone who may encounter it in
court. It also looks to the future of covert filming and the implications of technological advances, such as
drone cameras.
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Editorial Review

Review
No one understands secret filming like Joe Plomin. This book is essential reading for all those trying to hold
power to account in the digital age. -- Paul Mason, journalist and broadcaster In the wrong hands, secret
cameras can ruin lives - but they can also prove wrong-doing and do good. BBC Panorama producer Joe
Plomin takes the reader through the ethical minefields in this ground-breaking book. -- John Sweeney, BBC
reporter Joe Plomin is one of the most thoughtful and dedicated journalists with whom I have had the honour
of working. These are qualities that shine through in this book. The stories based on his years of using secret
cameras to expose wrongdoing make this a very human exploration of covert filming. It is a master-class not
just in how to use the technology, but also in the ethical considerations and careful thinking that should lie
behind every decision to switch on a hidden camera. -- Alison Holt, BBC Social Affairs Correspondent,
Royal Television Society Specialist Journalist of the Year, 2015 and Winner of the Orwell Prize for
Exposing Britain's Social Evils, 2015 I recommend that everyone, whether in favour, sympathetic or
fundamentally opposed to covert filming, read this enlightening and incredibly human story. Plomin mixes
his experiences and stories of his own undercover work with the history of covert investigative journalism
from its infancy in 1997 to the present day, referencing the revelation of such injustices as the death of Ian
Tomlinson during the G20 summit protests seven years ago. Importantly, too, he relates the stories of
families, so worried about the care of their love ones that they resort to hidden cameras. There is also
information for anyone with thoughts of undertaking covert filing about how to ensure it is bout legal and
ethical, as well as consideration of where surveillance may be in the future. The book is easy to read,
balance, professional and heartfelt. it is a very important contribution to the debate on this emotive subject. --
Lynne Phair, independent consultant nurse The Journal of Dementia Care Hidden Cameras is eminently
readable and takes you through the history of undercover reporting, what equipment to use, and the ethical
and moral issues that are raised when secretly filing vulnerable people and their carers. The section on what
to do with footage obtained by secret filming is particularly thought-provoking. Covert filming is always a
last resort that families feel they have reached when their concerns about quality of care have not been
addressed... This is an excellent book written by someone who has been instrumental in the use of
undercover cameras an secret filming. This subject is here to stay, and we need to understand and debate its
use. -- Jane Buswell, independent nurse consultant Nursing Older People

Review
No one understands secret filming like Joe Plomin. This book is essential reading for all those trying to hold
power to account in the digital age. (Paul Mason, journalist and broadcaster)

In the wrong hands, secret cameras can ruin lives - but they can also prove wrong-doing and do good. BBC
Panorama producer Joe Plomin takes the reader through the ethical minefields in this ground-breaking book.
(John Sweeney, BBC reporter)

Joe Plomin is one of the most thoughtful and dedicated journalists with whom I have had the honour of
working. These are qualities that shine through in this book. The stories based on his years of using secret
cameras to expose wrongdoing make this a very human exploration of covert filming. It is a master-class not
just in how to use the technology, but also in the ethical considerations and careful thinking that should lie
behind every decision to switch on a hidden camera. (Alison Holt, BBC Social Affairs Correspondent, Royal
Television Society Specialist Journalist of the Year, 2015 and Winner of the Orwell Prize for Exposing
Britain’s Social Evils, 2015)



I recommend that everyone, whether in favour, sympathetic or fundamentally opposed to covert filming, read
this enlightening and incredibly human story. Plomin mixes his experiences and stories of his own
undercover work with the history of covert investigative journalism from its infancy in 1997 to the present
day, referencing the revelation of such injustices as the death of Ian Tomlinson during the G20 summit
protests seven years ago. Importantly, too, he relates the stories of families, so worried about the care of their
love ones that they resort to hidden cameras. There is also information for anyone with thoughts of
undertaking covert filing about how to ensure it is bout legal and ethical, as well as consideration of where
surveillance may be in the future. The book is easy to read, balance, professional and heartfelt. it is a very
important contribution to the debate on this emotive subject. (Lynne Phair, independent consultant nurse The
Journal of Dementia Care)

Hidden Cameras is eminently readable and takes you through the history of undercover reporting, what
equipment to use, and the ethical and moral issues that are raised when secretly filing vulnerable people and
their carers. The section on what to do with footage obtained by secret filming is particularly thought-
provoking. Covert filming is always a last resort that families feel they have reached when their concerns
about quality of care have not been addressed... This is an excellent book written by someone who has been
instrumental in the use of undercover cameras an secret filming. This subject is here to stay, and we need to
understand and debate its use. (Jane Buswell, independent nurse consultant Nursing Older People)

About the Author
Joe Plomin, one the best-known producers of covert television documentaries, has led some of Britain's most
high-profile undercover investigations. He was the undercover producer for the celebrated BBC documentary
exposing the abuse of people with learning disabilities at Winterbourne View private hospital in 2011.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Patricia White:

The book Hidden Cameras: Everything You Need to Know About Covert Recording, Undercover Cameras
and Secret Filming can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you
want. So just why must we leave the best thing like a book Hidden Cameras: Everything You Need to Know
About Covert Recording, Undercover Cameras and Secret Filming? Some of you have a different opinion
about reserve. But one aim in which book can give many information for us. It is absolutely proper. Right
now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, it is possible to give for
each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book Hidden Cameras: Everything You Need to Know About
Covert Recording, Undercover Cameras and Secret Filming has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has
great and large function for you. You can seem the enormous world by open up and read a publication. So it
is very wonderful.

Benjamin Holmes:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new data.
When you read a reserve you will get new information due to the fact book is one of several ways to share
the information or maybe their idea. Second, studying a book will make you more imaginative. When you
reading a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the figures
do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to others. When you read this Hidden Cameras:



Everything You Need to Know About Covert Recording, Undercover Cameras and Secret Filming, you
could tells your family, friends along with soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre,
make them reading a publication.

Allen Scheiber:

The publication with title Hidden Cameras: Everything You Need to Know About Covert Recording,
Undercover Cameras and Secret Filming posesses a lot of information that you can discover it. You can get a
lot of help after read this book. This specific book exist new expertise the information that exist in this book
represented the condition of the world right now. That is important to yo7u to understand how the
improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you within new era of the the positive effect. You
can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

Roxanne Harrelson:

As a college student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library
in order to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's spirit
or real their pastime. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to right now
there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring in
addition to can't see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important in your
case. As we know that on this era, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this Hidden Cameras: Everything You Need to Know About Covert
Recording, Undercover Cameras and Secret Filming can make you sense more interested to read.
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