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An award-winning biologist takes us on the dramatic expeditions that
unearthed the history of life on our planet.

 

Just 150 years ago, most of our world was an unexplored wilderness. Our sense
of its age was vague and vastly off the mark, and much of the knowledge of our
own species’ history was a set of fantastic myths and fairy tales. In the tradition
of The Microbe Hunters and Gods, Graves, and Scholars, Sean Carroll leads a
rousing voyage that recounts the most important discoveries in two centuries of
natural history: from Darwin’s trip around the world to Charles Walcott’s
discovery of pre-Cambrian life in the Grand Canyon; from Louis and Mary
Leakey’s investigation of our deepest past in East Africa to the trailblazers in
modern laboratories who have located a time clock in our DNA.
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An award-winning biologist takes us on the dramatic expeditions that unearthed the history of life on
our planet.

 

Just 150 years ago, most of our world was an unexplored wilderness. Our sense of its age was vague and
vastly off the mark, and much of the knowledge of our own species’ history was a set of fantastic myths and
fairy tales. In the tradition of The Microbe Hunters and Gods, Graves, and Scholars, Sean Carroll leads a
rousing voyage that recounts the most important discoveries in two centuries of natural history: from
Darwin’s trip around the world to Charles Walcott’s discovery of pre-Cambrian life in the Grand Canyon;
from Louis and Mary Leakey’s investigation of our deepest past in East Africa to the trailblazers in modern
laboratories who have located a time clock in our DNA.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
It's unclear whether the title refers to the daring naturalist/explorers Carroll depicts or the creatures whose
remains they found. In this thoroughly enjoyable book, Carroll (Endless Forms Most Beautiful), a molecular
biologist at the University of Wisconsin, provides vignettes of some of the fascinating people who have
made the most significant discoveries in evolutionary biology. He starts with some of the experiences and
insights of great explorers like Alexander von Humboldt, Charles Darwin, Alfred Russel Wallace and Henry
Walter Bates, then turns his attention to paleontologists who searched for the fossil evidence to support the
new theory of evolution. Among them are Eugène Dubois's discovery of Java Man; Charles Walcott's
discovery of the Burgess Shale and the evidence it provided for the Cambrian explosion; and Neil Shubin's
recent discovery in arctic Canada of Tiktaalik, the intermediary between water- and land-dwelling
vertebrates. Carroll closes with studies of human evolution, from Louis and Mary Leakey to the advances of
Linus Pauling and Allan Wilson, which indicated that Neanderthals were cousins of Homo sapiens rather
than direct ancestors. While there's little that's new here, Carroll does weave an arresting tapestry of
evolutionary advancement. Photos, maps. (Feb. 10)
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

Review

"These scientific adventurers inspire the author—and will do the same for experts and novices alike—with
their fearless dedication to getting at the truth, as far as it can be known. A stirring introduction to the
wonder of evolutionary biology." --Kirkus Review, 12/15/08

About the Author

SEAN B. CARROLL is professor of molecular biology and genetics and an investigator with the Howard
Hughes Medical Institute at the University of Wisconsin. He is the author of The Making of the Fittest and
Endless Forms Most Beautiful: The New Science of Evo Devo, a finalist for the Los Angeles Times Book
Prize and a best science book of the year in Discover magazine and USA Today.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

William Hoover:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or go to the outside with them friends and family
or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or maybe
playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity here is look different you can
read a book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent all day every
day to reading a book. The book Remarkable Creatures: Epic Adventures in the Search for the Origins of
Species it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book. These
people were enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can
buy often the e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not too



expensive but this book features high quality.

Andre Roberts:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this Remarkable Creatures: Epic Adventures in
the Search for the Origins of Species guide written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make
book which might be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written in good manner for you, still
dripping wet every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still hesitation
Remarkable Creatures: Epic Adventures in the Search for the Origins of Species as good book not just by the
cover but also with the content. This is one reserve that can break don't determine book by its deal with, so
do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your reading through sixth
sense already said so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Olive Wilson:

This Remarkable Creatures: Epic Adventures in the Search for the Origins of Species is great book for you
because the content that is full of information for you who all always deal with world and have to make
decision every minute. This specific book reveal it facts accurately using great arrange word or we can point
out no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't
mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences but difficult core information with attractive
delivering sentences. Having Remarkable Creatures: Epic Adventures in the Search for the Origins of
Species in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous one. We can say
that no guide that offer you world in ten or fifteen moment right but this guide already do that. So , this is
good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt this?

Ollie Johnson:

You may get this Remarkable Creatures: Epic Adventures in the Search for the Origins of Species by check
out the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties
for the knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only simply by written or printed but can you enjoy
this book through e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking by your mobile phone and
searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about your e-book.
It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose
appropriate ways for you.
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