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Indonesia's Islamic organizations sustain the country's thriving civil society,
democracy, and reputation for tolerance amid diversity. Yet scholars poorly
understand how these organizations envision the accommodation of religious
difference. What does tolerance mean to the world's largest Islamic
organizations? What are the implications for democracy in Indonesia and the
broader Muslim world? Jeremy Menchik argues that answering these questions
requires decoupling tolerance from liberalism and investigating the historical and
political conditions that engender democratic values. Drawing on archival
documents, ethnographic observation, comparative political theory, and an
original survey, Islam and Democracy in Indonesia demonstrates that Indonesia's
Muslim leaders favor a democracy in which individual rights and group-
differentiated rights converge within a system of legal pluralism, a vision at odds
with American-style secular government but common in Africa, Asia and Eastern
Europe.
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Indonesia's Islamic organizations sustain the country's thriving civil society, democracy, and reputation for
tolerance amid diversity. Yet scholars poorly understand how these organizations envision the
accommodation of religious difference. What does tolerance mean to the world's largest Islamic
organizations? What are the implications for democracy in Indonesia and the broader Muslim world? Jeremy
Menchik argues that answering these questions requires decoupling tolerance from liberalism and
investigating the historical and political conditions that engender democratic values. Drawing on archival
documents, ethnographic observation, comparative political theory, and an original survey, Islam and
Democracy in Indonesia demonstrates that Indonesia's Muslim leaders favor a democracy in which
individual rights and group-differentiated rights converge within a system of legal pluralism, a vision at odds
with American-style secular government but common in Africa, Asia and Eastern Europe.
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Editorial Review

Review
"The world's largest Muslim-majority country, Indonesia's success at transitioning to democracy has
perplexed students of comparative Muslim politics - as has the tendency for Indonesian democracy to show a
decidedly non-liberal attitude toward matters of religious pluralism. In this richly researched and elegantly
argued book, Jeremy Menchik explains how both phenomena have been possible. In so doing, he also offers
a study of great importance, not just to Indonesianists, but to scholars and readers interested in the prospects
for democracy in the broader Muslim world."
Robert Hefner, Director of the Institute on Culture, Religion, and World Affairs, Boston University

"At a time when calls for tolerance usually impugn religion and imply the secular, political scientist Jeremy
Menchik proposes an original vision of democracy that includes and is even grounded in religion - godly
nationalism, he calls it. To make his case, he turns to Indonesia, the world's largest Islamic democracy,
where he conducted tireless research that he presents here with assertive vivacity and intellectual versatility.
Ranging across political theory, sociology, religious studies, and political science, the product is a major
contribution to scholarship on religion and politics."
Daniel Philpott, Director, Center for Civil and Human Rights, University of Notre Dame, Indiana

"Jeremy Menchik's thought-provoking and carefully crafted study examines the complex and politically
productive role of Islamic organizations in the world's largest Muslim-majority democracy. He challenges
the notion that liberal modes of tolerance are a sine qua non of democratization. This book opens new
possibilities for the study of religion, governance, politics, and power in a world than can be neither
dominated nor defined by Euro-American history and experience."
Elizabeth Shakman Hurd, Northwestern University, Illinois

"Brilliant! This is by far the best book on the complex relationships between the state and the three major
Islamic civil-society organizations in Indonesia. It is a conceptual and empirical tour de force, integrating
political science, anthropology and history."
Alfred Stepan, Wallace Sayre Professor of Political Science, Columbia University, New York

About the Author
Jeremy Menchik is an Assistant Professor in the Pardee School of Global Studies at Boston University, and a
Faculty Affiliate in Political Science and Religious Studies. He has been Shorenstein Postdoctoral Fellow in
Contemporary Asia at Stanford University, California and Luce Fellow at Columbia University, New York.
His research focuses on the politics of religion, with a particular interest in Indonesia and the Muslim world.
He has published articles in journals such as Comparative Studies in Society and History and South East
Asia Research. His work has been recognized by several prizes, including the Fulbright award to Indonesia,
the Mildred Potter Hovland Journal Article Prize, the Paper Award from the Southeast Asian Politics Group,
and honorable mention for the Aaron Wildavsky Dissertation Award.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Joyce Volz:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As it is known to us that
book is very important for us. The book Islam and Democracy in Indonesia: Tolerance without Liberalism
(Cambridge Studies in Social Theory, Religion and Politics) seemed to be making you to know about other
expertise and of course you can take more information. It is extremely advantages for you. The e-book Islam
and Democracy in Indonesia: Tolerance without Liberalism (Cambridge Studies in Social Theory, Religion
and Politics) is not only giving you far more new information but also to be your friend when you really feel
bored. You can spend your spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship together with the book
Islam and Democracy in Indonesia: Tolerance without Liberalism (Cambridge Studies in Social Theory,
Religion and Politics). You never feel lose out for everything when you read some books.

Michael Crew:

Now a day people who Living in the era where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each data they get. How a lot more to be smart
in getting any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Reading a book can
help people out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Islam and Democracy in Indonesia: Tolerance
without Liberalism (Cambridge Studies in Social Theory, Religion and Politics) book as this book offers you
rich data and knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it as you
know.

Mathew Jones:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always try and and must have the time or they will get lot of stress
from both everyday life and work. So , when we ask do people have extra time, we will say absolutely
without a doubt. People is human not a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity have you got
when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then do
you ever try this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the book
you have read is Islam and Democracy in Indonesia: Tolerance without Liberalism (Cambridge Studies in
Social Theory, Religion and Politics).

Robert Quinonez:

As a university student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library or
even make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's heart or real
their passion. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to generally there
but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring along with
can't see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we
know that on this period, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore , this Islam and Democracy in Indonesia: Tolerance without Liberalism (Cambridge
Studies in Social Theory, Religion and Politics) can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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