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In the last twenty years the concept of the quotidien, or the everyday, has been
prominent in contemporary French culture and in British and American cultural
studies. This book provides the first comprehensive analytical survey of the
whole field of approaches to the everyday. It offers, firstly, a historical
perspective, demonstrating the importance of mainstream and dissident
Surrealism; the indispensable contribution, over a 20-year period (1960-80), of
four major figures: Henri Lefebvre, Roland Barthes, Michel de Certeau, and
Georges Perec; and the recent proliferation of works that investigate everyday
experience. Secondly, it establishes the framework of philosophical ideas on
which discourses on the everyday depend, but which they characteristically
subvert. Thirdly, it comprises searching analyses of works in a variety of genres,
including fiction, the essay, poetry, theatre, film, photography, and the visual
arts, consistently stressing how explorations of the everyday tend to question and
combine genres in richly creative ways. By demonstrating the enduring
contribution of Perec and others, and exploring the Surrealist inheritance, the
book proposes a genealogy for the remarkable upsurge of interest in the everyday
since the 1980s. A second main objective is to raise questions about the
dimension of experience addressed by artists and thinkers when they invoke the
quotidien or related concepts. Does the 'everyday' refer to an objective content
defined by particular activities, or is it best thought of in terms of rhythm,
repetition, festivity, ordinariness, the generic, the obvious, the given? Are there
events or acts that are uniquely 'everyday', or is the quotidien a way of thinking
about events and acts in the 'here and now' as opposed to the longer term? What
techniques or genres are best suited to conveying the nature of everyday life? The
book explores these questions in a comparative spirit, drawing
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French culture and in British and American cultural studies. This book provides the first comprehensive
analytical survey of the whole field of approaches to the everyday. It offers, firstly, a historical perspective,
demonstrating the importance of mainstream and dissident Surrealism; the indispensable contribution, over a
20-year period (1960-80), of four major figures: Henri Lefebvre, Roland Barthes, Michel de Certeau, and
Georges Perec; and the recent proliferation of works that investigate everyday experience. Secondly, it
establishes the framework of philosophical ideas on which discourses on the everyday depend, but which
they characteristically subvert. Thirdly, it comprises searching analyses of works in a variety of genres,
including fiction, the essay, poetry, theatre, film, photography, and the visual arts, consistently stressing how
explorations of the everyday tend to question and combine genres in richly creative ways. By demonstrating
the enduring contribution of Perec and others, and exploring the Surrealist inheritance, the book proposes a
genealogy for the remarkable upsurge of interest in the everyday since the 1980s. A second main objective is
to raise questions about the dimension of experience addressed by artists and thinkers when they invoke the
quotidien or related concepts. Does the 'everyday' refer to an objective content defined by particular
activities, or is it best thought of in terms of rhythm, repetition, festivity, ordinariness, the generic, the
obvious, the given? Are there events or acts that are uniquely 'everyday', or is the quotidien a way of thinking
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Editorial Review

Review

"In its impressive scope, its depth, and its lucidity...Everyday Life is an eminently useful guide to a vital and
increasingly prominent area of study."-Contemporary Literature

About the Author
Michael Sherinham is Marshal Foch Professor of French Literature at the University of Oxford.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Lewis Manns:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive at this point, people
have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice
by surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated it for a while is reading. Yes, by
reading a guide your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stand up than other is high. To suit
your needs who want to start reading a new book, we give you this Everyday Life: Theories and Practices
from Surrealism to the Present book as starter and daily reading book. Why, because this book is usually
more than just a book.

Arielle Griffin:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider when those information which is inside former life are hard to be find than now's taking seriously
which one works to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you find the unstable
resource then you buy it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen within you if you take Everyday Life: Theories and Practices from Surrealism to
the Present as your daily resource information.

Elliott Salazar:

This Everyday Life: Theories and Practices from Surrealism to the Present is great publication for you
because the content and that is full of information for you who all always deal with world and get to make
decision every minute. This specific book reveal it information accurately using great manage word or we
can say no rambling sentences included. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole details in it.



Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward sentences but tough core information with splendid
delivering sentences. Having Everyday Life: Theories and Practices from Surrealism to the Present in your
hand like having the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no reserve that offer
you world in ten or fifteen minute right but this e-book already do that. So , this is certainly good reading
book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt which?

Lyle Morales:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is published or printed or highlighted from each source this filled update of news.
With this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for you. From media
social such as newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You
can add your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or
just seeking the Everyday Life: Theories and Practices from Surrealism to the Present when you required it?
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