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Politics and Suicide argues that whilst the historical lineage of suicidal politics is
recognised, the fundamental significance of autodestruction to the political
remains under examined. It contends that practices like suicide-bombing do not
simply embody a strange or abnormal ‘suicidal’ articulation of the political, but
rather, that the existence of suicidal politics tells us something fundamental about
the political as such and thinking about political violence more broadly.

Recent world events have emphatically shown our need for tools with which to
develop better understandings of the politics of suicide. Through the exploration
of several arresting case-studies, including the ‘Kamikaze’ bombers of World
War Two, Jan Palach’s self-immolation in 1969, Cold War nuclear deterrence,
and the suicide-terrorist attacks of 9/11 Michelsen asks how we might talk of a
political suicide in any of these contexts. The book charts how political processes
‘go suicidal’, and asks how we might still consider them to be political in such a
case. It investigates how suicide can function as ‘politics’.

A strong contribution to the fields of philosophy and international relations
theory, this work will also be of interest to students and scholars of political
theory and terrorism & political violence.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Nicholas Michelsen is Lecturer in International Relations Theory in the Department of War Studies at 
King's College London.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Deborah Tate:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important thing for
us to know everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or maybe goal; it means that publication
has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They are really
reading whatever they acquire because their hobby is actually reading a book. Why not the person who don't
like looking at a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book if they found difficult problem or maybe
exercise. Well, probably you should have this Politics and Suicide: The philosophy of political self-
destruction (Interventions).

Jessica Adkins:

The book Politics and Suicide: The philosophy of political self-destruction (Interventions) can give more
knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. So why must we leave the
good thing like a book Politics and Suicide: The philosophy of political self-destruction (Interventions)?
Some of you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim in which book can give many details for us.
It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or info that you take for that,
it is possible to give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book Politics and Suicide: The
philosophy of political self-destruction (Interventions) has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great
and massive function for you. You can search the enormous world by open up and read a reserve. So it is
very wonderful.

Michelle Labat:

This Politics and Suicide: The philosophy of political self-destruction (Interventions) are reliable for you
who want to become a successful person, why. The reason of this Politics and Suicide: The philosophy of
political self-destruction (Interventions) can be one of the great books you must have is definitely giving you
more than just simple looking at food but feed an individual with information that might be will shock your
preceding knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your
conditions throughout the e-book and printed versions. Beside that this Politics and Suicide: The philosophy
of political self-destruction (Interventions) forcing you to have an enormous of experience for instance rich



vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day activity. So , let's
have it appreciate reading.

Shelly Sampson:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind expertise
or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book when compared with
can satisfy your limited time to read it because all of this time you only find publication that need more time
to be go through. Politics and Suicide: The philosophy of political self-destruction (Interventions) can be
your answer as it can be read by an individual who have those short extra time problems.
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