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Oil and the Kurdish Question critiques the conventional narrative of the Iran-Iraq
War and the associated Anfal campaign. This narrative claims that in the last two
years (1987-88) of the Iran-Iraq War the Ba’thists dominated the fighting using
gas attacks. According to this narrative, the Ba’thists also used gas in a fearsome
campaign of extermination against the Kurds of northern Iraq. This book argues
that, contrary to conventional wisdom, the Iraqis trained hard to turn the tables on
Iran in the last months of the war and won by superior generalship without the
use of gas. Further, it was only when the Iranians conceded defeat that the Iraqi
army went north and—in the space of nine days, using conventional
arms—suppressed pockets of Kurdish insurgent unrest.
The book also examines how publicists exploited the myth of the Kurdish
holocaust as justification for America to declare war on Iraq. It exposes a scheme
laid out before the war that aimed to defeat Iraq, deconstruct it, and create an
autonomous Kurdish Regional Government which would then let lucrative oil
concessions to interests mainly in the west. The intrigue accomplished two
things: it subverted Iraq’s oil nationalization law which forbade granting
concessions to foreigners, and it ended Iraq’s existence as a sovereign nation-
state.
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dominated the fighting using gas attacks. According to this narrative, the Ba’thists also used gas in a
fearsome campaign of extermination against the Kurds of northern Iraq. This book argues that, contrary to
conventional wisdom, the Iraqis trained hard to turn the tables on Iran in the last months of the war and won
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Editorial Review

Review
This controversial book analyzes the issues surrounding the motivation, conduct, and outcome of the 2nd
American war in Iraq. It will form a lasting addition to the growing literature on what we actually know (as
opposed to what we have been told) about our sorry adventure in Iraq. (Michael Lawlor, Wake Forest
University)

Pelletiere’s analysis of the role of the Kurds in recent Middle East conflicts reminds us that when foreign
policy is developed in secret by people associated with powerful and aggressive private interests (oil,
neocons, the Establishment), the resulting policy benefits only those interests, or no one. (Donald Gibson,
University of Pittsburgh)

About the Author
Stephen C. Pelletiere is an independent scholar.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

James Boyett:

This book untitled Oil and the Kurdish Question: How Democracies Go to War in the Era of Late Capitalism
to be one of several books that best seller in this year, that is because when you read this publication you can
get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily to buy that book in the book retail outlet or you can order it by using
online. The publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, because
you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this
publication from your list.

Maranda Shoemaker:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them loved ones
or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or
maybe playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity here is look different you can
read the book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent all
day every day to reading a book. The book Oil and the Kurdish Question: How Democracies Go to War in
the Era of Late Capitalism it is extremely good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this
book. They were enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space to bring this book you can
buy often the e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not to cover
but this book offers high quality.



Rachel Kaufman:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to pick book like comic,
small story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not attempting Oil and the Kurdish Question: How
Democracies Go to War in the Era of Late Capitalism that give your entertainment preference will be
satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the way for people to
know world better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be said constantly that reading
habit only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for every
you who want to start reading as your good habit, you are able to pick Oil and the Kurdish Question: How
Democracies Go to War in the Era of Late Capitalism become your personal starter.

Carlos Moses:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Make an effort
to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't assess book by its include may doesn't work is
difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside search
likes. Maybe you answer could be Oil and the Kurdish Question: How Democracies Go to War in the Era of
Late Capitalism why because the great cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not
disappoint you. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading 6th
sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.
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