
Dam Nation: How Water Shaped The West
And Will Determine Its Future

By Stephen Grace

Dam Nation: How Water Shaped The West And Will Determine Its Future
By Stephen Grace

In the scramble to claim water rights in the West during the fevered days of early
emigration and expansion, running out of water was rarely a concern, and the
dam building fever that transformed the West in the 19th and 20th centuries
created a map of the region that may be unsustainable. Throughout the arid
American West, metropolitan areas such as Los Angeles, Phoenix, Las Vegas
and Denver need water. These cities are growing, but water supplies are
dwindling. Scientists agree that the West is heating up and drying out, leading to
future water shortages that will pose a challenge to existing laws.
 
Dam Nation looks first to the past, to the stories of the California gold rush and
the earliest attempts by men to shape the landscape and tame it, takes us to the
“Great American Desert” and the settlement of the west under the theory that
"rain follows the plow," and then takes on the ongoing legal and moral battles in
the West. Author Stephen Grace, is a novelist, a storyteller, and the author of
several non-fiction books on Colorado. He weaves the facts into a compelling
narrative that informs, entertains, and tells an important story.
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In the scramble to claim water rights in the West during the fevered days of early emigration and expansion,
running out of water was rarely a concern, and the dam building fever that transformed the West in the 19th
and 20th centuries created a map of the region that may be unsustainable. Throughout the arid American
West, metropolitan areas such as Los Angeles, Phoenix, Las Vegas and Denver need water. These cities are
growing, but water supplies are dwindling. Scientists agree that the West is heating up and drying out,
leading to future water shortages that will pose a challenge to existing laws.
 
Dam Nation looks first to the past, to the stories of the California gold rush and the earliest attempts by men
to shape the landscape and tame it, takes us to the “Great American Desert” and the settlement of the west
under the theory that "rain follows the plow," and then takes on the ongoing legal and moral battles in the
West. Author Stephen Grace, is a novelist, a storyteller, and the author of several non-fiction books on
Colorado. He weaves the facts into a compelling narrative that informs, entertains, and tells an important
story.
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Editorial Review

Review

Kirkus Reviews

A concerned, observant “citizen of the West” spins tales of our chronic mismanagement of the only natural
resource for which there’s no alternative: water.

The American West’s relentless aridity doomed civilizations for centuries. Nevertheless, thanks to gold
fever, Manifest Destiny and the railroads, the Great American Desert began filling up with people, entirely, it
seems, without regard for limits to expansion imposed by the lack of precipitation. Today, we know better
than to think “rain follows the plow,” but we don’t appear even close to developing a water sustainability
program to keep cities like Las Vegas, Denver and Phoenix from drying up. Claiming no special
expertise—indeed, the West’s water story cuts across too many disciplines for even specialists to wholly
absorb—Grace (Shanghai: Life, Love and Infrastructure in China's City of the Future, 2010, etc.) has
nevertheless traveled widely and read broadly. He effectively, even humorously at times, captures the
highlights of the West’s liquid history: the engineering wonders (and unintentional consequences) of New
Deal–era dam projects; the tortuous web of law, regulations, treaties and compacts that govern Western
water rights; and the political, bureaucratic and industrial power grabs that have accompanied all reclamation
projects. The author covers a lot of territory: geologist John Wesley Powell’s prescient observations and
recommendations for watershed communities; the hydro-skullduggery that accounts for the city of Los
Angeles; the winding tale of the Colorado, “the world’s most heavily litigated river”; the ongoing depletion
of the Ogallala Aquifer; the rise and demise of the Bureau of Reclamation; the industrial and agricultural
tainting of our water; and our meager efforts to conserve or create more by desalination and cloud seeding.
Westerners long accustomed to the region’s water scarcity will discover nothing new here, but Grace’s
dispatches will likely strike those east of the 100th meridian as from another country.

Though squarely on the side of environmental prudence, Grace is neither preachy nor accusatory in his
descriptions of an impending tragedy and the need for action.

ForeWord Reviews

No one reading this book will ever look at a glass of water the same way again—especially if they live in the
West.
 
Water determined how the West was settled and populated and, as the author graphically chronicles, will
influence how this massive western third of the United States will be challenged in the future. As the
mountain snowpack diminishes, thriving cities and communities must prudently reassess their water needs
and practices and control their own supplies, especially those in sun belt states and arid zones.
 
Stephen Grace presents an engaging, easily palatable crash-course in the complex history of water in the
West. Many factors are at work—politics, railroads, agriculture, city-building, mining, recreation, and the
energy industry—making water rights a complex issue as the rivers flow southward.
--Karl Kunkel



“To snatch a moment from the wild and capture it in words that pulse with life is quite a feat. Stephen Grace,
author of the 2004 novel Under Cottonwoods, makes it seem effortless. . . . In his most recent book, Dam
Nation: How Water Shaped the West and Will Determine its Future, Grace acts as both poet of Western
wilderness and a knowledgeable translator of water policy. . . . by intertwining poetry and policy, Grace
redraws the line between engineered and wild places in a way that demands a clear respect for both.” --Emily
Green, High Country News

From the Inside Flap

During the frenzied days of early emigration and expansion in the West, running out of water was rarely a
concern, and the dam-building fever that transformed the map of the region in the twentieth century filled
empty spaces with cities and farms. Today, metropolitan areas such as Los Angeles, Phoenix, Las Vegas, and
Denver are desperate with thirst. These cities are growing explosively, but water supplies are dwindling.
Scientists agree that the region is heating up and drying out, leading to future water shortages that will
expose the startling fragility of civilization in the western United States.
 
Dam Nation looks first to the past, to the stories of explorers venturing into a forbidding wilderness, gold
miners and farmers devising arcane laws to govern water use, and pioneers struggling to settle the "Great
American Desert." Next, it delves into an era of technological mastery that fulfilled the nation's dream of
taming wild rivers, and finally it tackles the on-going legal and moral battles over water in the West. Author
Stephen Grace weaves the facts into a compelling narrative that informs, entertains, and tells an important
story.

From the Back Cover
A vivid look at the water crisis facing the West, grounded in history and compelling for residents
of the region as well as readers nationwide.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Lilian Anderson:

The event that you get from Dam Nation: How Water Shaped The West And Will Determine Its Future
could be the more deep you excavating the information that hide in the words the more you get considering
reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to be aware of but Dam Nation: How Water Shaped The
West And Will Determine Its Future giving you thrill feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in a
number of way that can be understood simply by anyone who read the idea because the author of this guide
is well-known enough. That book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to
understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you for
having this specific Dam Nation: How Water Shaped The West And Will Determine Its Future instantly.

Ruby Sprankle:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book and
so. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a book will give you a lot of new



information. When you read a book you will get new information simply because book is one of many ways
to share the information or maybe their idea. Second, examining a book will make a person more
imaginative. When you examining a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring that you imagine
the story how the character types do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to others. When you
read this Dam Nation: How Water Shaped The West And Will Determine Its Future, you can tells your
family, friends along with soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them
reading a e-book.

John Carroll:

Reading a book to get new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to read a book. When you read a
book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge,
due to the fact book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what forms
of book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your examine, you can read education
books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics,
and also soon. The Dam Nation: How Water Shaped The West And Will Determine Its Future provide you
with new experience in reading through a book.

Greg Christenson:

On this era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more precious
than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you have to do is
just spending your time almost no but quite enough to experience a look at some books. On the list of books
in the top checklist in your reading list will be Dam Nation: How Water Shaped The West And Will
Determine Its Future. This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in turning out
to be precious person. By looking up and review this guide you can get many advantages.
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