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In ancient Egypt women enjoyed a legal, social and sexual independence
unrivalled by their Greek or Roman sisters, or in fact by most women until the
late nineteenth century. They could own and trade in property, work outside the
home, marry foreigners and live alone without the protection of a male guardian.
Some of them even rose to rule Egypt as ‘female kings’. Joyce Tyldesley’s vivid
history of how women lived in ancient Egypt weaves a fascinating picture of
daily life – marriage and the home, work and play, grooming and religion –
viewed from a female perspective, in a work that is engaging, original and
constantly surprising.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Histories of women usually bring with them histories of women's world and women's work--in other words,
the daily life of a culture. This look at ancient Egyptian women is no different. British archaeologist and
researcher Tyldesley illuminates women's positions as cooks, washerwomen, dancers, mourners, weavers,
priestesses, mothers, wives and--on very rare occasions--pharaohs. Tyldesley doesn't try to simplify a subject
complicated by linguistic subtleties, lack of archaeological evidence, ancient propaganda and the orientalist
mythology of seething harems that early excavators imposed on ambiguous digs. What she does, and does
well, is give an idea of what evidence is available and, in accessible, slyly cheery prose, recreate how women
(and men) shopped, dressed and ate (``the menus of the poor and less enterprising usually involved a fairly
dull and rather flatulent rotation of bread, onions, lettuce, radish and pulses''). Most intriguing, though, are
Tyldesley's all-too-brief initial observations of the standing of Egyptian women. For all its emphasis on
tradition, Egypt differed from much of the worst of Graeco-Roman paternalism: women were important
factors in a child's heredity, not just passive bearers of men's genetics; they could own property; make legally
binding contracts; sue; and, most amazingly, live alone.

Copyright 1995 Cahners Business Information, Inc.

From the Back Cover
During the dynastic period (3000 BC - 332 BC), as the Greek historian Herodotus was intrigued to observe,
Egyptian women enjoyed a legal, social and sexual independence unrivalled by their Greek or Roman sisters,
unrivalled, indeed, by women in Europe until the late nineteenth century. They could own and trade in
property, work outside the home, marry foreigners and even live alone without the protection of a male
guardian. Furthermore, women fortunate enough to be members of the royal harem were vastly influential, as
were those rare women who rose to rule Egypt as 'female kings'. Joyce Tyldesley draws upon archaeological,
historical and ethnographical evidence to piece together a vivid picture of daily life in Egypt - marriage and
the home, work and play, grooming, religion - all viewed from a female perspective. She has an engaging
eye for incidental detail and draws fascinating parallels and contrasts between the ancient and our modern
world.

About the Author
Joyce Tyldesley, holder of a doctorate from Oxford University, is Honorary Research Fellow at the School
of Archaeology, Classics, and Oriental Studies at Liverpool University, England. She is the author of
Hatchepsut: The Female Pharaoh and Daughters of Isis: Women of Ancient Eygpt.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Latoya Brown:

The publication untitled Daughters of Isis: Women of Ancient Egypt (Penguin History) is the reserve that
recommended to you you just read. You can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to
anyone. The language that creator use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The
copy writer was did a lot of exploration when write the book, therefore the information that they share to you



is absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of Daughters of Isis: Women of Ancient Egypt
(Penguin History) from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Silvia Washington:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind expertise
or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your short time to read it because all this time you only find book that need
more time to be go through. Daughters of Isis: Women of Ancient Egypt (Penguin History) can be your
answer mainly because it can be read by a person who have those short extra time problems.

Eli Benton:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-
book approach, more simple and reachable. This kind of Daughters of Isis: Women of Ancient Egypt
(Penguin History) can give you a lot of close friends because by you investigating this one book you have
matter that they don't and make a person more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of a
step for you to get success. This publication offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't know, by
knowing more than other make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? Let me have Daughters of Isis:
Women of Ancient Egypt (Penguin History).

Bennie Gale:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
from the book. Book is created or printed or created from each source that will filled update of news. With
this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media
social just like newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You
can add your knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just in
search of the Daughters of Isis: Women of Ancient Egypt (Penguin History) when you needed it?
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