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The common seaman and the pirate in the age of sail are romantic historical
figures who occupy a special place in the popular culture of the modern age. And
yet in many ways, these daring men remain little known to us. Like most other
poor working people of the past, they left few first-hand accounts of their lives.
But their lives are not beyond recovery. In this book, Marcus Rediker uses a huge
array of historical sources (court records, diaries, travel accounts, and many
others) to reconstruct the social cultural world of the Anglo-American seamen
and pirates who sailed the seas in the first half of the eighteenth century. Rediker
tours the sailor's North Atlantic, following seamen and their ships along the
pulsing routes of trade and into rowdy port towns. He recreates life along the
waterfront, where seafaring men from around the world crowded into the
sailortown and its brothels, alehouses, street brawls, and city jail. His study
explores the natural terror that inevitably shaped the existence of those who plied
the forbidding oceans of the globe in small, brittle wooden vessels. It also treats
the man-made terror--the harsh discipline, brutal floggings, and grisly hangings--
that was a central fact of life at sea. Rediker surveys the commonplaces of the
maritime world: the monotonous rounds of daily labor, the negotiations of wage
contracts, and the bawdy singing, dancing, and tale telling that were a part of
every voyage. He also analyzes the dramatic moments of the sailor's existence, as
Jack Tar battled wind and water during a slashing storm, as he stood by his
"brother tars" in a mutiny or a stike, and as he risked his neck by joining a band
of outlaws beneath the Jolly Roger, the notorious pirate flag. Between the Devil
and the Deep Blue Sea focuses upon the seaman's experience in order to
illuminate larger historical issues such as the rise of capitalism, the genesis the
free wage labor, and the growth
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Editorial Review

Review
"...an excellent up-from-the-lower deck study of deepwater sailors in the eighteenth century...the best
working-class history I've read in years." Robert Schaeffer, In These Times

"...No one interested in the history of the 18th century can afford to ignore this book." Christopher Hill

"...A fresh and powerful analysis of the 18th century maritime world." Gary Nash

"...the style is lucid, the tone is assured, the documentation professional and economical. And the book is
brought to a triumphant conclusion with two superb chapters on the seaman as the 'Spirit of Rebellion' and as
a pirate...What distinguishes Rediker's work is his unwavering and unsentimental focus on the seaman's
labour and experience in his cramped wooden world." E.P. Thompson, The Guardian

"...a book that undoubtedly will have an enduring value. Every student of early eighteenth-century maritime
affairs should read Between the Devil and the Deep Blue Sea." John D. Byrn, Jr., The Eighteenth Century

"...luminous study of a neglected segment of colonial society." Robert M. Calhoon, Historical Journal of
Massachusetts

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Daniel Weimer:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until adult are different content. To be sure that
book is very important for people. The book Between the Devil and the Deep Blue Sea: Merchant Seamen,
Pirates and the Anglo-American Maritime World, 1700 - 1750 was making you to know about other know-
how and of course you can take more information. It is rather advantages for you. The guide Between the
Devil and the Deep Blue Sea: Merchant Seamen, Pirates and the Anglo-American Maritime World, 1700 -
1750 is not only giving you much more new information but also to get your friend when you truly feel
bored. You can spend your spend time to read your publication. Try to make relationship with the book
Between the Devil and the Deep Blue Sea: Merchant Seamen, Pirates and the Anglo-American Maritime
World, 1700 - 1750. You never experience lose out for everything in the event you read some books.

Roger Cowen:

Do you considered one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained within the straightway,
hold on guys this aren't like that. This Between the Devil and the Deep Blue Sea: Merchant Seamen, Pirates
and the Anglo-American Maritime World, 1700 - 1750 book is readable by you who hate the perfect word
style. You will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable examining experience without leaving possibly
decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer involving Between the Devil and the Deep
Blue Sea: Merchant Seamen, Pirates and the Anglo-American Maritime World, 1700 - 1750 content conveys



the idea easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content
material but it just different in the form of it. So , do you even now thinking Between the Devil and the Deep
Blue Sea: Merchant Seamen, Pirates and the Anglo-American Maritime World, 1700 - 1750 is not loveable
to be your top collection reading book?

Steven Ellison:

The reason why? Because this Between the Devil and the Deep Blue Sea: Merchant Seamen, Pirates and the
Anglo-American Maritime World, 1700 - 1750 is an unordinary book that the inside of the publication
waiting for you to snap it but latter it will distress you with the secret that inside. Reading this book close to
it was fantastic author who have write the book in such incredible way makes the content on the inside easier
to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you for not
hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of advantages
than the other book have such as help improving your expertise and your critical thinking approach. So , still
want to hesitate having that book? If I were being you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

Michael Green:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many query for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes
reading through, not only science book but novel and Between the Devil and the Deep Blue Sea: Merchant
Seamen, Pirates and the Anglo-American Maritime World, 1700 - 1750 or others sources were given
information for you. After you know how the truly amazing a book, you feel desire to read more and more.
Science guide was created for teacher or students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to include their
knowledge. In other case, beside science publication, any other book likes Between the Devil and the Deep
Blue Sea: Merchant Seamen, Pirates and the Anglo-American Maritime World, 1700 - 1750 to make your
spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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