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Literacy for the 21st Century: A Balanced Approach is a thoroughly applied
text written to ensure that readers understand the current theories behind and the
critical components of instruction for teaching reading and writing as
complementary in the development of literacy. Readers are treated to a
philosophical approach that not only balances the why, what, and how of
teaching literacy but also offers practical pedagogy–teaching strategies and
instructional procedures–that foster thoughtful teacher preparation and ensures
alignment to the literacy goals teachers are responsible to teach.  New text
features model practices that support diverse populations, instruction driven by
sound classroom assessment, and new literacy strategies that will help teachers
transform literacy learning with digital devices. Integrating the best of what we
know about teaching reading and writing, the Sixth Edition of this popular
introductory text provides the balance teachers need to be successful in
the classroom. The Enhanced Pearson eText features embedded video.
 
Improve mastery and retention with the Enhanced Pearson eText*
The Enhanced Pearson eText provides a rich, interactive learning environment
designed to improve student mastery of content. The Enhanced Pearson eText is:

Engaging. The new interactive, multimedia learning features were developed●

by the authors and other subject-matter experts to deepen and enrich the
learning experience.
Convenient. Enjoy instant online access from your computer or download the●

Pearson eText App to read on or offline on your iPad® and Android® tablet.*
Affordable. The Enhanced Pearson eText may be purchased stand-alone or●

with a loose-leaf version of the text for 40-65% less than a print bound book.
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requires Android OS 3.1-4, a 7” or 10” tablet, or iPad iOS 5.0 or later.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Our university has been using Literacy for the 21st Century since 2001. Students purchase this text during
their sophomore year. When they return to our university after graduation to earn a master’s degree and
reading specialist certification, most still have their copies of Literacy for the 21st Century and they report
that they use it often in their classroom teaching." - Helen Hoffner, Ed.D.,  Holy  Family University

"...an excellent resource to use for reviewing language arts content as well as introducing pedagogy. It is
easily accessible to students and contains current, relevant information that is well supported by theory and
research in the field." - Angela Madden,  Eastern Kentucky University
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About the Author

Gail E. Tompkins is Professor Emerita at California State University, Fresno. Currently, she works with
teachers in their kindergarten through eighth-grade classrooms and leads staff-development programs on
reading and writing. Dr. Tompkins was inducted into the California Reading Association’s Reading Hall of
Fame in recognition of her accomplishments in the field of reading, and she’s received the prestigious
Provost’s award for Excellence in Teaching at California State University, Fresno. Dr. Tompkins is the
author of six other books published by Pearson: Language Arts: Patterns of Practice, Language Arts
Essentials, Teaching Writing: Balancing Process and Product, 50 Literacy Strategies, and two grade-
specific versions of this text: Li  teracy in the Early Grades: A Successful Start for PreK-4 Readers and
Writers and Literacy in the Middle Grades: Teaching Reading and Writing to Fourth Through Eighth
Graders. During the past three decades, Dr. Tompkins has also worked with kindergarten through college-
level writing teachers at National Writing Project sites in California and Oklahoma.



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Willene Choate:

Now a day people that Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each details they get. How a lot more to be
smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Studying a book can
help men and women out of this uncertainty Information especially this Literacy for the 21st Century: A
Balanced Approach with Video-Enhanced Pearson eText -- Access Card Package (6th Edition) (Books by
Gail Tompkins) book because this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the data in this book
hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Allen Brown:

This book untitled Literacy for the 21st Century: A Balanced Approach with Video-Enhanced Pearson eText
-- Access Card Package (6th Edition) (Books by Gail Tompkins) to be one of several books that will best
seller in this year, this is because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will
easily to buy this specific book in the book retailer or you can order it by means of online. The publisher
with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, as you can read this book in your
Cell phone. So there is no reason to you to past this reserve from your list.

Eden Davis:

The publication untitled Literacy for the 21st Century: A Balanced Approach with Video-Enhanced Pearson
eText -- Access Card Package (6th Edition) (Books by Gail Tompkins) is the reserve that recommended to
you to study. You can see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to an individual. The language
that publisher use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article author was did a lot of study
when write the book, so the information that they share for your requirements is absolutely accurate. You
also could possibly get the e-book of Literacy for the 21st Century: A Balanced Approach with Video-
Enhanced Pearson eText -- Access Card Package (6th Edition) (Books by Gail Tompkins) from the publisher
to make you much more enjoy free time.

James Bauer:

This Literacy for the 21st Century: A Balanced Approach with Video-Enhanced Pearson eText -- Access
Card Package (6th Edition) (Books by Gail Tompkins) is great book for you because the content which can
be full of information for you who have always deal with world and get to make decision every minute. That
book reveal it information accurately using great coordinate word or we can point out no rambling sentences
inside. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you
with straight forward sentences but tricky core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having
Literacy for the 21st Century: A Balanced Approach with Video-Enhanced Pearson eText -- Access Card
Package (6th Edition) (Books by Gail Tompkins) in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, facts in
it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no e-book that offer you world with ten or fifteen moment right



but this e-book already do that. So , this is certainly good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still
doubt which?
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