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This publication offers a lucid and well-researched analysis of irregular warfare
during the American Civil War. Dr. Martin’s focus on insurgent operations in the
western border region brings fresh insights to this area of study. Moreover, the
history of insurgency in these western states offers a greater understanding of
irregular warfare to those who may be tasked with mounting counterinsurgency
operations in the not so distant future. This short period in American History has
captured the imagination of Americans and spurred them to consume the many
volumes written about this brother-against-brother conflict. Most of these
volumes have dealt with the important battles of the war, which pitted massive
armies from the North and South against each other in a struggle to determine
whether the country would separate or stay together. These battles, highlighted
by Gettysburg, Antietam, Vicksburg, Fredericksburg, and others too numerous to
mention, were the predecessors of similar grand conflicts that would rack Europe
and the world in the decades to follow. For the first time in history, an entire
nation mobilized to conduct a war that would eventually spill over and affect
most of the population. From the gentlemanly preparation for the First Battle of
Bull Run to the consuming power of Sherman’s march to the sea, the American
Civil War involved far more of the American population than war in Europe
historically had involved. Least understood of the effects on this population, and
least studied, is the personal war conducted in the Border States, where the North
met the South. This violence was not the type found on the battlefield at
Gettysburg, where hoards of men in blue or gray shot at each other from
considerable distance, finally moving to close quarters combat. This was a war
pitted men with strong beliefs supporting one side against individuals they
believed to be their enemy. The hatreds and feuds that stayed below the surface
in a civilized society were freed by the all-consuming violence of this war,
allowing men to act in ways that would have been unacceptable at any other
time. While the Union officials tried to establish rules of war to control this
personal violence, they were markedly unsuccessful. The border war would
eventually degrade to such a level that death was not enough punishment for
supporting the wrong side. Actions previously reserved to savages and
uncivilized people would now become common as a part of the border violence.
This breakdown in society may be a major reason this part of the war has been
given inadequate attention over the years. Through the Second World War,
combat was for the most part still a relatively conventional event, with the rules
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being followed by the belligerents under a common agreement. Since then, more
and more conflicts throughout the world have been fought unconventionally. The
more common occurrence of this type of conflict has given it more credibility as
a viable form of warfare and has sparked a growth in the study of irregular
warfare through history. While the reality is that larger military nations continue
to question the validity of this type of warfare, it has become commonplace in the
modern world and has to be understood. This study is a product of that
movement to further understand irregular warfare and examine its importance in
history. The author hopes to clarify this portion of the greater conflict, portraying
the social and psychological impacts on the population of the border, as well as
the military effects generated by the irregular war and attempts to show the
parallels that exist between actions and reactions during this conflict and similar
instances in the more modern irregular war fought in Iraq and Afghanistan. This
is not meant to be a history of these more modern conflicts, but to point out the
similarities that exist in the actions of regular and irregular warriors in these two
periods.
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This publication offers a lucid and well-researched analysis of irregular warfare during the American Civil
War. Dr. Martin’s focus on insurgent operations in the western border region brings fresh insights to this area
of study. Moreover, the history of insurgency in these western states offers a greater understanding of
irregular warfare to those who may be tasked with mounting counterinsurgency operations in the not so
distant future. This short period in American History has captured the imagination of Americans and spurred
them to consume the many volumes written about this brother-against-brother conflict. Most of these
volumes have dealt with the important battles of the war, which pitted massive armies from the North and
South against each other in a struggle to determine whether the country would separate or stay together.
These battles, highlighted by Gettysburg, Antietam, Vicksburg, Fredericksburg, and others too numerous to
mention, were the predecessors of similar grand conflicts that would rack Europe and the world in the
decades to follow. For the first time in history, an entire nation mobilized to conduct a war that would
eventually spill over and affect most of the population. From the gentlemanly preparation for the First Battle
of Bull Run to the consuming power of Sherman’s march to the sea, the American Civil War involved far
more of the American population than war in Europe historically had involved. Least understood of the
effects on this population, and least studied, is the personal war conducted in the Border States, where the
North met the South. This violence was not the type found on the battlefield at Gettysburg, where hoards of
men in blue or gray shot at each other from considerable distance, finally moving to close quarters combat.
This was a war pitted men with strong beliefs supporting one side against individuals they believed to be
their enemy. The hatreds and feuds that stayed below the surface in a civilized society were freed by the all-
consuming violence of this war, allowing men to act in ways that would have been unacceptable at any other
time. While the Union officials tried to establish rules of war to control this personal violence, they were
markedly unsuccessful. The border war would eventually degrade to such a level that death was not enough
punishment for supporting the wrong side. Actions previously reserved to savages and uncivilized people
would now become common as a part of the border violence. This breakdown in society may be a major
reason this part of the war has been given inadequate attention over the years. Through the Second World
War, combat was for the most part still a relatively conventional event, with the rules being followed by the
belligerents under a common agreement. Since then, more and more conflicts throughout the world have
been fought unconventionally. The more common occurrence of this type of conflict has given it more
credibility as a viable form of warfare and has sparked a growth in the study of irregular warfare through
history. While the reality is that larger military nations continue to question the validity of this type of
warfare, it has become commonplace in the modern world and has to be understood. This study is a product
of that movement to further understand irregular warfare and examine its importance in history. The author
hopes to clarify this portion of the greater conflict, portraying the social and psychological impacts on the
population of the border, as well as the military effects generated by the irregular war and attempts to show
the parallels that exist between actions and reactions during this conflict and similar instances in the more
modern irregular war fought in Iraq and Afghanistan. This is not meant to be a history of these more modern
conflicts, but to point out the similarities that exist in the actions of regular and irregular warriors in these
two periods.
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Darlene Trevino:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information today can get by anyone from everywhere.
The information can be a know-how or any news even a problem. What people must be consider if those
information which is in the former life are challenging be find than now's taking seriously which one would
work to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you find the unstable resource then you
have it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities will not
happen throughout you if you take Third War: Irregular Warfare on the Western Border, 1861-1865:
Leavenworth Papers No. 23 as the daily resource information.

Ethan Scott:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With reading through you can
get a lot of information that can give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can
easily share their idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire all their reader
with their story or even their experience. Not only situation that share in the books. But also they write about
the knowledge about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to
teach children, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors these days always try to improve
their proficiency in writing, they also doing some research before they write to the book. One of them is this
Third War: Irregular Warfare on the Western Border, 1861-1865: Leavenworth Papers No. 23.

Tamiko Harmon:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, small story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not hoping Third War: Irregular Warfare
on the Western Border, 1861-1865: Leavenworth Papers No. 23 that give your enjoyment preference will be
satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the opportinity for
people to know world far better then how they react towards the world. It can't be explained constantly that
reading routine only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So ,
for all you who want to start reading through as your good habit, you are able to pick Third War: Irregular
Warfare on the Western Border, 1861-1865: Leavenworth Papers No. 23 become your personal starter.

Mary Cox:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book ended up being



rare? Why so many question for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some
people likes looking at, not only science book but additionally novel and Third War: Irregular Warfare on the
Western Border, 1861-1865: Leavenworth Papers No. 23 or even others sources were given understanding
for you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science reserve
was created for teacher or even students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to include their
knowledge. In other case, beside science e-book, any other book likes Third War: Irregular Warfare on the
Western Border, 1861-1865: Leavenworth Papers No. 23 to make your spare time much more colorful.
Many types of book like this.
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