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This stunning book, based on KGB archives that have never come to light before,
provides the most complete account of Soviet espionage in America ever written.
In 1993, former KGB officer Alexander Vassiliev was permitted unique access to
Stalin-era records of Soviet intelligence operations against the United States.
Years later, living in Britain, Vassiliev retrieved his extensive notebooks of
transcribed documents from Moscow. With these notebooks John Earl Haynes
and Harvey Klehr have meticulously constructed a new, sometimes shocking,
historical account.

Along with general insights into espionage tactics and the motives of Americans
who spied for Stalin, Spies resolves specific, long-seething controversies. The
book confirms, among many other things, that Alger Hiss cooperated with Soviet
intelligence over a long period of years, that journalist I. F. Stone worked on
behalf of the KGB in the 1930s, and that Robert Oppenheimer was never
recruited by Soviet intelligence. Spies also uncovers numerous American spies
who were never even under suspicion and satisfyingly identifies the last
unaccounted for American nuclear spies. Vassiliev tells the story of the
notebooks and his own extraordinary life in a gripping introduction to the
volume.
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Editorial Review

Review

"So outstandingly authoritative and convincing is this material that it will take an honored place alongside
the basic sources on Soviet espionage in the United States. Here, the heart of the KGB is laid out as never
before."—Tennent Bagley, author of Spy Wars

(Tennent Bagley)

“This work should serve as the final salvo in the long battle between those who are still in denial regarding
KGB espionage in America in the 1930s and 40s and those who assert that this story must be told.”—David
Murphy, author of What Stalin Knew
(David Murphy)

“An original and important book based on scholarship of the highest standards.”—Hayden B. Peake, former
Army and CIA intelligence officer
(Hayden B. Peake)

"Using now available Soviet sources, this valuable book tells the sobering and frightening story of the extent
to which ideology will blind clever people and lead them to betray their country, democracy and
freedom."—Paul Johnson, author of A History of the American People
(Paul Johnson)

“This is an important book for students of history and espionage.”—Philadelphia Inquirer
(Philadelphia Inquirer 2009-06-14)

"[The book] succeeds as an indictment of an entire era in which some of the nation's best and brightest sold
their souls to a foreign master—and as a stinging, definitive rebuttal to those who have defended Alger Hiss
all of these years."—Justin Raimondo, The American Conservative
(Justin Raimondo American Conservative 2009-08-01)

"[Spies] shows how the Soviets went about the business of spying, its failures and successes, and, most
interestingly, the names of the Americans from whom the KGB received information."—Alex Kingsbury,
US News & World Report

(Alex Kingsbury US News & World Report)

“John Earl Haynes, Harvey Klehr, and Alexander Vassiliev present persuasive evidence.”--Commonweal
(Commonweal)

Finalist for the 2009 Book of the Year Award, presented by ForeWord magazine
(Book of the Year Award ForeWord Magazine 2010-01-01)

 “This magisterial book transcends the old debates and paradigms, and provides the most complete and
thorough account of what Soviet espionage agents actually did in the United States.”--Ronald Radosh, The



Weekly Standard
 
(Ronald Radosh The Weekly Standard)

About the Author

John Earl Haynes is a modern political historian in the Manuscript Division, the Library of Congress. He
lives in Kensington, MD. Harvey Klehr is Andrew W. Mellon Professor of Politics and History, Emory
University. He lives in Atlanta, GA. Haynes and Klehr are coauthors of Venona. Alexander Vassiliev,
journalist, novelist, and coauthor with Allen Weinstein of The Haunted Wood: Soviet Espionage in America,
now lives in the UK.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Daniele Vaugh:

This Spies: The Rise and Fall of the KGB in America tend to be reliable for you who want to be described as
a successful person, why. The reason why of this Spies: The Rise and Fall of the KGB in America can be on
the list of great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple reading food but feed a
person with information that perhaps will shock your prior knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it
almost everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed people. Beside that this Spies: The
Rise and Fall of the KGB in America giving you an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving
you trial run of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it appreciate
reading.

Julia Jenkins:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book specifically book entitled Spies:
The Rise and Fall of the KGB in America your brain will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in
each and every aspect that maybe unknown for but surely might be your mind friends. Imaging each word
written in a guide then become one type conclusion and explanation that will maybe you never get ahead of.
The Spies: The Rise and Fall of the KGB in America giving you a different experience more than blown
away the mind but also giving you useful facts for your better life in this era. So now let us demonstrate the
relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished reading
it, like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Erica Rawlins:

Spies: The Rise and Fall of the KGB in America can be one of your basic books that are good idea. All of us
recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that will increase your
knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The copy writer
giving his/her effort to get every word into pleasure arrangement in writing Spies: The Rise and Fall of the
KGB in America nevertheless doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest along with based
confirm resource data that maybe you can be among it. This great information can certainly drawn you into
fresh stage of crucial pondering.



Ann Conley:

E-book is one of source of know-how. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen have to have book to know the upgrade information of year to help year. As we
know those books have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around
the world. With the book Spies: The Rise and Fall of the KGB in America we can take more advantage.
Don't that you be creative people? Being creative person must like to read a book. Just simply choose the
best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life by this book Spies: The
Rise and Fall of the KGB in America. You can more attractive than now.
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