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Editorial Review

From School Library Journal
YA-An encyclopedia of the planned and unplanned fraudulent claims that have been accepted throughout
history. Presenting famous, infamous, innocent, and little-known incidents, as well as false quotations,
Sifakis provides information that is difficult to locate elsewhere. Concise, well-written entries give the
history of the deceits, why the public was vulnerable to them, and their effects. Cartoons, diagrams, and
black-and-white photographs add interest. It is disappointing that the author didn't cite all of his sources-
readers have to take it on trust that they are not victims of yet another hoax-but a bibliography is included.
People and subjects are indexed. This volume will appeal to teens intrigued by crime and deception.
Claudia Moore, W.T. Woodson High School, Fairfax, VA
Copyright 1994 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist
Sifakis is responsible for numerous books on crime, eccentrics, assassinations, and gambling. Calling this
volume "an alphabetical grab bag," he concentrates on hoaxes and scams. There is some overlap with his
other works. At least 55 of the more than 700 entries in Hoaxes appeared in his Encyclopedia of American
Crime (Facts On File, 1981).

In this latest work, the reader will find entries on medical quackery, art forgeries, and such famous fakes as
Big Foot, Piltdown Man, and the Tasaday Tribe. Entries on con men have descriptions of how they scam
their "mooches" or "marks." Everyday swindles, such as 50 automobile ploys by repair shops and service
stations and such computer viruses as Michelangelo, are found next to Gulf War scams and real estate
swindles. Sifakis has excluded subjects that might prove controversial. There is no mention of UFOs or such
religious figures as the Bhagwan Shree Rajneesh.

Entries are arranged alphabetically in natural phrases such as Kangaroo Monster Who Terrorized Tennessee.
Occasionally there are see references from natural-language subject entries to perpetrators, for instance,
"Ancient Coin Forgery--see Becker, Carl Wilhelm." There are two indexes, one for personalities and one for
subjects, but most people will use this book for browsing. A selected bibliography contains only those works
that contain stories the author claims to have verified independently. Black-and-white illustrations add
interest.

Nonreference works in this vein are M. Allen Henderson's Rip-Offs, Cons, and Swindles (Paladin, 1986),
which draws from news accounts of contemporary scams, and Jay Robert Nash's Hustlers and Con Men
(Evans, 1976). This type of work is full of good-natured flimflam and avuncular advice on how to avoid
scams. Hoaxes and Scams will provide many hours of entertainment in public libraries.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Carol Castaneda:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. As it is
known to us that book is very important for all of us. The book Hoaxes and Scams: A Compendium of
Deceptions, Ruses and Swindles has been making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can
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take more information. It is quite advantages for you. The e-book Hoaxes and Scams: A Compendium of
Deceptions, Ruses and Swindles is not only giving you more new information but also being your friend
when you truly feel bored. You can spend your current spend time to read your guide. Try to make
relationship with the book Hoaxes and Scams: A Compendium of Deceptions, Ruses and Swindles. You
never sense lose out for everything in the event you read some books.

Dale Hollander:

Do you among people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys this
aren't like that. This Hoaxes and Scams: A Compendium of Deceptions, Ruses and Swindles book is
readable by simply you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for
enjoyable looking at experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The
writer of Hoaxes and Scams: A Compendium of Deceptions, Ruses and Swindles content conveys prospect
easily to understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the written content but
it just different by means of it. So , do you even now thinking Hoaxes and Scams: A Compendium of
Deceptions, Ruses and Swindles is not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Ryan Parker:

Hoaxes and Scams: A Compendium of Deceptions, Ruses and Swindles can be one of your nice books that
are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that
could increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the
information. The author giving his/her effort that will put every word into delight arrangement in writing
Hoaxes and Scams: A Compendium of Deceptions, Ruses and Swindles but doesn't forget the main position,
giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource data that maybe you can be one among it. This
great information can certainly drawn you into fresh stage of crucial imagining.

Robert Jackson:

Beside that Hoaxes and Scams: A Compendium of Deceptions, Ruses and Swindles in your phone, it could
give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you will
got here is fresh through the oven so don't become worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow
commune. It is good thing to have Hoaxes and Scams: A Compendium of Deceptions, Ruses and Swindles
because this book offers for you readable information. Do you often have book but you seldom get what it's
facts concerning. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable set up here
cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss the item?
Find this book and also read it from currently!
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