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In this book, Miguel Basáñez presents a provocative look at the impact of culture
on global development. Drawing on data from governments, NGOs, the World
Values Survey and more addressing over one hundred countries, he argues that
values, as the "building blocks" of culture, are directly related to the speed with
which social, cultural and economic development occurs. Basáñez utilizes
quantitative survey data to delineate three cultural hyperclusters across the globe:
cultures of honor, which prioritize political authority; cultures of achievement,
which emphasize economic advancement; and cultures of joy, which focus on
social interactions. According to Basáñez, these cultures evolved
chronologically, mirroring the development of agrarian, industrial and service
societies.

He argues that a country's developmental path is profoundly influenced by its
people's values and culture, as crystallized through its formal and informal
governing institutions. Culture is passed down over generations through families,
schools, the media, religious institutions, leadership, and the law. Although
culture and values are in a permanent state of evolution, leaders and
policymakers can also push cultural change in order to promote desirable goals
such as economic growth, democratization, and equality.

Over the course of the book, Basáñez introduces two new measures of
development: the Objective Development Index (which blends rubrics such as
health, education, income, gender equality, political rights and civil liberties, and
economic inequality) and the Subjective Development Index (which uses
responses to the World Values Survey to classify countries according to their
values).
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In this book, Miguel Basáñez presents a provocative look at the impact of culture on global development.
Drawing on data from governments, NGOs, the World Values Survey and more addressing over one hundred
countries, he argues that values, as the "building blocks" of culture, are directly related to the speed with
which social, cultural and economic development occurs. Basáñez utilizes quantitative survey data to
delineate three cultural hyperclusters across the globe: cultures of honor, which prioritize political authority;
cultures of achievement, which emphasize economic advancement; and cultures of joy, which focus on
social interactions. According to Basáñez, these cultures evolved chronologically, mirroring the development
of agrarian, industrial and service societies.

He argues that a country's developmental path is profoundly influenced by its people's values and culture, as
crystallized through its formal and informal governing institutions. Culture is passed down over generations
through families, schools, the media, religious institutions, leadership, and the law. Although culture and
values are in a permanent state of evolution, leaders and policymakers can also push cultural change in order
to promote desirable goals such as economic growth, democratization, and equality.

Over the course of the book, Basáñez introduces two new measures of development: the Objective
Development Index (which blends rubrics such as health, education, income, gender equality, political rights
and civil liberties, and economic inequality) and the Subjective Development Index (which uses responses to
the World Values Survey to classify countries according to their values).
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Editorial Review

Review

"Miguel Basáñez has married his personal confrontations with cultural diversity with objective evidence to
craft an original scheme of categories for societies that will provoke experts and those interested in the
importance of a society's values to reflect on their current understanding. Every reader concerned with the
inequalities among the world's nations will profit from this synthesis of fact and speculation."
-Jerome Kagan, Professor of Psychology, Emeritus, Harvard University

"By making exceptional use of Inglehart's World Values Survey, Basáñez has very skillfully reasoned the
impact of values on development. The three cultures he outlines - honor, achievement and joy - represent
Atlantic culture, East Asian culture and Latin American culture. The book shows persuasively that the three
cultures bloom each in their own way, vindicating the claim that the world experiences multiple modernities.
Its beauty also lies in how well Basáñez exemplifies the three cultures!"
-Takashi Inoguchi, Professor Emeritus, University of Tokyo

"In this very readable book Miguel Basa?ez presents a cross-cultural world view influenced by the data
analysis and interpretation of the three founding fathers of the discipline: a European management
researcher, an American sociologist, and an Israeli psychologist, but this he does from his own Latin-
American point of view. Compared to us he is quite original in adding to his two main axes of Power and
Achievement a third axis of Joy. It is a joy to read his work."
-Geert Hofstede, author of Culture's Consequences

"A World of Three Cultures is a book to be recommended in a time of cultural wars, because it helps the
reader to give meaning to such conflicts through the use of statistical data and to give hope to global public
opinion in a possible convergence scenario."
-Matteo B. Marini, Professor of Development Economics, Università della Calabria

About the Author

Miguel E. Basáñez was named Ambassador of Mexico to the United States of America in 2015. Prior to
serving as Ambassador, he was Adjunct Professor and Director of the Judicial Reform Program at The
Fletcher School, Tufts University. He is also a past president of the World Association for Public Opinion
Research.



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Joseph Bateman:

Throughout other case, little folks like to read book A World of Three Cultures: Honor, Achievement and
Joy. You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. As long as we know about how is important a
book A World of Three Cultures: Honor, Achievement and Joy. You can add expertise and of course you can
around the world with a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can learn everything! From your
country right up until foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you
can know that. In this era, we can easily open a book as well as searching by internet device. It is called e-
book. You need to use it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's read.

Stacy Brooks:

The e-book with title A World of Three Cultures: Honor, Achievement and Joy has lot of information that
you can discover it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This book exist new expertise the
information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world today. That is important to yo7u
to understand how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you in new era of the
internationalization. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

Suzanne Ferris:

This A World of Three Cultures: Honor, Achievement and Joy is great book for you because the content that
is certainly full of information for you who also always deal with world and possess to make decision every
minute. This specific book reveal it data accurately using great arrange word or we can say no rambling
sentences inside it. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only offers
you straight forward sentences but tough core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having A
World of Three Cultures: Honor, Achievement and Joy in your hand like finding the world in your arm, info
in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no publication that offer you world inside ten or fifteen
moment right but this reserve already do that. So , this is certainly good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs.
stressful do you still doubt in which?

Tommy Wright:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
simpler to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and
soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The particular book
that recommended to your account is A World of Three Cultures: Honor, Achievement and Joy this e-book
consist a lot of the information of the condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented how
can the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand.
Often the writer made some analysis when he makes this book. That is why this book suitable all of you.
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