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Black Rain is centered around the story of a young woman who was caught in the
radioactive "black rain" that fell after the bombing of Hiroshima. lbuse bases his
tale on real-life diaries and interviews with victims of the holocaust; the result is
a book that is free from sentimentality yet manages to reveal the magnitude of the
human suffering caused by the atom bomb. The life of Yasuko, on whom the
black rain fell, is changed forever by periodic bouts of radiation sickness and the
suspicion that her future children, too, may be affected.

lbuse tempers the horror of his subject with the gentle humor for which he is
famous. His sensitivity to the complex web of emotions in a traditional
community torn asunder by this historical event has made Black Rain one of the
most acclaimed treatments of the Hiroshima story.
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the human suffering caused by the atom bomb. The life of Yasuko, on whom the black rain fell, is changed
forever by periodic bouts of radiation sickness and the suspicion that her future children, too, may be
affected.

lbuse tempers the horror of his subject with the gentle humor for which he is famous. His sensitivity to the
complex web of emotions in a traditional community torn asunder by this historical event has made Black
Rain one of the most acclaimed treatments of the Hiroshima story.
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Editorial Review

Review

This painful and very beautiful book gives two powerful messages of drastic warning, yet also of affirmation
of life. John Hersey

The most successful book yet written about the greatest single horror inflicted by one group of men upon
another. Sunday Times

Immensely effective.... This is a book which must be read. Books and Bookmen

I would recommend Black Rain to every reader, even the squeamish. Spectator

Its subtle ironies and noble, unsentimental pity are a reminder of the strengths of Japanese fiction. New
Statesman

Language Notes
Text: English, Japanese (translation)

About the Author

MASUJI IBUSE was born in Kamo, Hiroshima Prefecture, in 1898. He majored in French at Waseda
University and joined the School of Fine Arts to pursue a serious interest in painting. His first story,
"Salamander," was published in 1923, when Ibuse was still a student, and by the early 1930s his eloquent use
of dialect and his unique prose style had established him as one of the leading figures in the Japanese literary
world. In the years since 1938 he has been awarded almost every literary prize in Japan, and on the
publication of Black Rain (1966) Ibuse was presented with both the Cultural Medal and Japan's highest
literary award, the Noma Prize. Black Rain has been translated into eleven foreign languages.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

David Browning:

The book Black Rain (Japan's Modern Writers) make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You can use to
make your capable far more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you getting anxiety or



having big problem along with your subject. If you can make reading a book Black Rain (Japan's Modern
Writers) to be your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase
your knowledge about some or all subjects. You can know everything if you like available and read a guide
Black Rain (Japan's Modern Writers). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science guide or
encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this book?

Harold Riggs:

This Black Rain (Japan's Modern Writers) book is just not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is
in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book will be information inside this reserve incredible
fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of information you will get. This
particular Black Rain (Japan's Modern Writers) without we realize teach the one who reading through it
become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't end up being worry Black Rain (Japan's Modern
Writers) can bring whenever you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' grow to be full
because you can have it in the lovely laptop even phone. This Black Rain (Japan's Modern Writers) having
good arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Edward Upton:

Precisely why? Because this Black Rain (Japan's Modern Writers) is an unordinary book that the inside of
the reserve waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will distress you with the secret it inside. Reading
this book alongside it was fantastic author who all write the book in such amazing way makes the content on
the inside easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for
you because of not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you
a lot of benefits than the other book have such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking
technique. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I were you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

Susan Albro:

You will get this Black Rain (Japan's Modern Writers) by visit the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or
reviewing it might to be your solve issue if you get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this guide are
various. Not only simply by written or printed but also can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the
modern era just like now, you just looking from your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right
now, choose your own personal ways to get more information about your publication. It is most important to
arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.
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