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Fairy tales, often said to be "timeless” and fundamentally "oral,” have along
written history. However, argues Elizabeth Wanning Harries in this provocative
book, avital part of this history has fallen by the wayside. The short, subtly
didactic fairy tales of Charles Perrault and the Grimms have determined our
notions about what fairy tales should be like. Harries argues that alongside these
"compact” tales there exists another, "complex" tradition: tales written in France
by the conteuses (storytelling women) in the 1690s and the late-twentieth-century
tales by women writers that derive in part from this centuries-old tradition.

Grounded firmly in socia history and set in lucid prose, Twice upon a Time
refocuses the lens through which we look at fairy tales. The conteuses saw their
tales as amusements for sophisticated adults in the salon, not for children. Self-
referential, frequently parodic, and set in elaborate frames, their works often
criticize the social expectations that determined the lives of women at the court
of Louis X1V.

After examining the evolution of the "Anglo-American” fairy tale and its placein
this variegated history, Harries devotes the rest of her book to recent women
writers-A. S. Byatt, Anne Sexton, Angela Carter, and Emma Donoghue among
them--who have returned to fairy-tale motifs so as to challenge modern-day
gender expectations. Late-twentieth-century tales, like the conteuses', force usto
rethink our conception of fairy tales and of their history.
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Fairy tales, often said to be "timeless" and fundamentally "oral," have along written history. However,
argues Elizabeth Wanning Harries in this provocative book, avital part of this history has fallen by the
wayside. The short, subtly didactic fairy tales of Charles Perrault and the Grimms have determined our
notions about what fairy tales should be like. Harries argues that alongside these "compact” tales there exists
another, "complex" tradition: tales written in France by the conteuses (storytelling women) in the 1690s and
the late-twentieth-century tales by women writers that derive in part from this centuries-old tradition.

Grounded firmly in social history and set in lucid prose, Twice upon a Time refocuses the lens through
which we look at fairy tales. The conteuses saw their tales as amusements for sophisticated adults in the
salon, not for children. Self-referential, frequently parodic, and set in elaborate frames, their works often
criticize the social expectations that determined the lives of women at the court of Louis X1V.

After examining the evolution of the "Anglo-American” fairy tale and its place in this variegated history,
Harries devotes the rest of her book to recent women writers--A. S. Byatt, Anne Sexton, Angela Carter, and
Emma Donoghue among them--who have returned to fairy-tale motifs so as to challenge modern-day gender
expectations. Late-twentieth-century tales, like the conteuses), force us to rethink our conception of fairy
talesand of their history.
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Editorial Review

Review

"In this elegant study the scholar Elizabeth Wanning Harries gives their due to the counteuses--the 17th
century French ladies . . . who entertained their salons with witty, sophisticated fantasies about imaginary
princes and princesses. . . . Harries suggests, with culture today fragmented into myriad products and market
niches, fairy tales may be our only universal point of reference, the only cultural language we speak in
common."--Amanda Heller, The Boston Globe

"To read Harries's study isto have that all too rare experience of recognizing that this book needed to be
written and is full of truths."--Choice

"Thisisahighly readable work which engages with important questionsin feminist literary criticism and
fairy-tale research and offers a valuable and well-argued rereading of the history of the fairy tale."--Karen
Seago, Marvelsand Tales

From the Inside Flap

A significant contribution to cultural studiesin its splendid elaboration of the French fairy-tale tradition and
in its effort to connect that tradition with works ranging from Christa Wolf's Patterns of Childhood to Anne
Sexton's Transformations. Harries's work fills the gapsin our knowledge about the conteuses and seeks to
understand why the stories that emerged from French literary salons failed to remain in the canon even as
they established the generic conventions of literary fairy tales.

From the Back Cover

"Professor Harriesis very conversant with most of the pertinent literature for her topic, and sheis an original
thinker who is not afraid to question conventional assumptions about the development of the fairy tale. Her
book will be useful to readersinside and outside the main field of scholarship.”--Jack Zipes, University of
Minnesota

"A significant contribution to cultural studiesin its splendid elaboration of the French fairy-tale tradition and
inits effort to connect that tradition with works ranging from Christa Wolf's Patterns of Childhood to Anne
Sexton's Transformations. Harries's work fills the gaps in our knowledge about the conteuses and seeksto
understand why the stories that emerged from French literary salons failed to remain in the canon even as
they established the generic conventions of literary fairy tales."--Maria Tatar, Harvard University

Users Review
From reader reviews:

Brian Alexander:

What do you think about book? It isjust for students since they're still students or thisfor al peoplein the
world, the actual best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that query above. Every person has
several personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they
don't would like do that. Y ou must know how great in addition to important the book Twice upon a Time:



Women Writers and the History of the Fairy Tale. All type of book isit possible to see on many solutions.
Y ou can look for the internet options or other social media.

Reinaldo Downs:

Often the book Twice upon a Time: Women Writers and the History of the Fairy Tale will bring you to
definitely the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to elucidate the ideais very unique. If
you try to find new book to see, this book very suitable to you. The book Twice upon a Time: Women
Writers and the History of the Fairy Tale is much recommended to you to read. Y ou can aso get the e-book
in the official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Betty Norsworthy:

Many people spending their time by playing outside using friends, fun activity together with family or just
watching TV the entire day. Y ou can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh,
think reading a book will surely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It aright you can have
the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Twice upon a Time: Women
Writers and the History of the Fairy Tale which is keeping the e-book version. So , why not try out this
book? Let's view.

Young Legg:

A lot of reserve has printed but it is different. Y ou can get it by web on social media. Y ou can choose the
best book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by means of searching fromit. It isidentified as of
book Twice upon a Time: Women Writers and the History of the Fairy Tale. Y ou can add your knowledge
by it. Without leaving the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make an individual happier to read.
It is most important that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one destination for a other place.
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