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The Isle of Wight Festival in 1969 famously 'stole Bob Dylan' from Woodstock'
and was the starting point and benchmark for all rock and pop festivals in the
UK. What followed in 1970 was one of the world's greatest music gatherings of
all time, attracting musicians and fans from across the whole music spectrum.
The list of performers is a Who's Who of the then music élite, who are now
legends: Jimi Hendrix, Miles Davis, the Who, Joan Baez, Richie Havens, Joni
Mitchell, Procul Harem, the Doors, Leonard Cohen, the Moody Blues, Emerson
Lake and Palmer - the list goes on. This was Britain's 'Woodstock' and all on a
tiny island off the south coast. It would also be Hendrix's last major performance
- 17 days later he was dead. But the organization of such a huge happening was
inevitably far from plain sailing. It proved to be a roller coaster ride for the
intrepid young Foulk brothers who navigated its course through a year of
relentless political buffeting from local reactionary opponents and then from
extremist counterculture militants who thought that they would prefer a free
festival. Just as Island opponents were busily sabotaging the festival site and
issuing death-threats, so too an unsavory cabal of radicals arrived from London
under the banner of the White Panthers, intent upon undermining the event. For
the first time, Ray Foulk, joint organizer, gives his own full, frank and
authoritative account, delving into pivotal texts from all sides of the divide. Many
remember this festival as a magical, life-changing experience, encapsulating the
sixties trip of sex, drugs, rock'n'roll and a political yearning for a better world.
But for the others, a question looms large over history: did this final festival
precipitate the end of the dream of an alternative society, or did it reflect the
changes already taking place? This most controversial of the festivals was aptly
promoted by the Foulk brothers as 'The Last Great Event'.
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The Isle of Wight Festival in 1969 famously 'stole Bob Dylan' from Woodstock' and was the starting point
and benchmark for all rock and pop festivals in the UK. What followed in 1970 was one of the world's
greatest music gatherings of all time, attracting musicians and fans from across the whole music spectrum.
The list of performers is a Who's Who of the then music élite, who are now legends: Jimi Hendrix, Miles
Davis, the Who, Joan Baez, Richie Havens, Joni Mitchell, Procul Harem, the Doors, Leonard Cohen, the
Moody Blues, Emerson Lake and Palmer - the list goes on. This was Britain's 'Woodstock' and all on a tiny
island off the south coast. It would also be Hendrix's last major performance - 17 days later he was dead. But
the organization of such a huge happening was inevitably far from plain sailing. It proved to be a roller
coaster ride for the intrepid young Foulk brothers who navigated its course through a year of relentless
political buffeting from local reactionary opponents and then from extremist counterculture militants who
thought that they would prefer a free festival. Just as Island opponents were busily sabotaging the festival
site and issuing death-threats, so too an unsavory cabal of radicals arrived from London under the banner of
the White Panthers, intent upon undermining the event. For the first time, Ray Foulk, joint organizer, gives
his own full, frank and authoritative account, delving into pivotal texts from all sides of the divide. Many
remember this festival as a magical, life-changing experience, encapsulating the sixties trip of sex, drugs,
rock'n'roll and a political yearning for a better world. But for the others, a question looms large over history:
did this final festival precipitate the end of the dream of an alternative society, or did it reflect the changes
already taking place? This most controversial of the festivals was aptly promoted by the Foulk brothers as
'The Last Great Event'.
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Editorial Review

Review
"...you will absolutely love this backstage look at a great moment in rock history." (Ray Connolly, The Daily
Mail)

"At the end of August 1970, I packed my steel string harmony Sovereign into its hard case and made my way
out to the A74 south of Glasgow and raised my left thumb. I was on my way to the second major Isle of
Wright festival. ...weaves the separate strands of the festival together- the nightmare of administration, the
dream of having Leonard Cohen in the passenger seat, the hallucinatory days and nights- Foulk doesn't
mention drug taking, the sleep deprivation was enough- and the battles with the locals who only wanted a
quiet life. he book offers not just the lie up of each band, including some little known ones, but where
possible, the set lists...I did however see Jimi Hendrix, for whom extraneous noise meant little. It was to be
his final UK concert: he dies 18 days later. If asked before I read The Last Great Event, I would have said
with the same certainty that I would to claim to have heard Free at Glastonbury the year before - that his
piece de resistance was The Star Spangled Banner. After all, I was there. Ray Foulk was even more there. He
says it was God Save the Queen." (Times Literary Supplement, James Campbell)

About the Author
Ray Foulk, now based in Oxford, has fostered many passions since his early days as a promoter. After the
Isle of Wight Festivals and stadium events in London, he and his brothers were head-hunted by the Milton
Keynes Development Corporation to help plan the leisure content of their new city. Through this, Ray
brought the scientist and designer Buckminster Fuller to the project, embraced his environmentalism, and
eventually trained as an architect himself at the University of Cambridge.

Caroline Foulk has worked with her father, Ray, for many years, researching, writing, and co-promoting the
in-schools project, Blue Planet Day. Together they have recently completed a screenplay for the cinema
about the invention of modern art.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Judith Roemer:

Do you among people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys
this particular aren't like that. This The Last Great Event with Jimi Hendrix and Jim Morrison: When the
World Came to the Isle of Wight. Volume 2 book is readable by means of you who hate the straight word
style. You will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable reading through experience without leaving
actually decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer of The Last Great Event with Jimi
Hendrix and Jim Morrison: When the World Came to the Isle of Wight. Volume 2 content conveys the
thought easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the information but
it just different by means of it. So , do you nonetheless thinking The Last Great Event with Jimi Hendrix and
Jim Morrison: When the World Came to the Isle of Wight. Volume 2 is not loveable to be your top record
reading book?



Anthony Tipton:

The e-book untitled The Last Great Event with Jimi Hendrix and Jim Morrison: When the World Came to
the Isle of Wight. Volume 2 is the publication that recommended to you to learn. You can see the quality of
the book content that will be shown to you actually. The language that article author use to explained their
way of doing something is easily to understand. The author was did a lot of exploration when write the book,
therefore the information that they share to you is absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-
book of The Last Great Event with Jimi Hendrix and Jim Morrison: When the World Came to the Isle of
Wight. Volume 2 from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Dwight Ivers:

The Last Great Event with Jimi Hendrix and Jim Morrison: When the World Came to the Isle of Wight.
Volume 2 can be one of your nice books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away
because this book has good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit
entertaining however delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her effort that will put every
word into pleasure arrangement in writing The Last Great Event with Jimi Hendrix and Jim Morrison: When
the World Came to the Isle of Wight. Volume 2 but doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the
hottest as well as based confirm resource info that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great
information can easily drawn you into fresh stage of crucial thinking.

Brian Register:

Is it a person who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day simply by watching television
programs or just resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Last Great Event with Jimi
Hendrix and Jim Morrison: When the World Came to the Isle of Wight. Volume 2 can be the response, oh
how comes? A book you know. You are consequently out of date, spending your extra time by reading in
this brand new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?
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