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The essays in The Story About the Story Vol. II chart a trajectory that digs
deep into the past and aims toward a future in which literature can play a
new and more profound role in how we think, read, live, and write.

In the second volume of The Story About the Story, editor J. C. Hallman
continues to argue for an alternative to the staid five-paragraph-essay writing that
has inoculated so many against the effects of good books. Writers have long
approached writing about reading from an intensely personal perspective,
incorporating their pasts and their passions into their process of interpretation.
Never before collected in a single volume, the many essays Hallman has
compiled build on the idea of a "creative criticism," and offers new possibilities
for how to write about reading. The Story About the Story Vol. II documents not
only an identifiable trend in writing about books that can and should be emulated,
it also offers lessons from a remarkable range of celebrated authors that amount
to an invaluable course on both how to write and how to read well. Whether they
discuss a staple of the canon (Thomas Mann on Leo Tolstoy), the merits of a
contemporary (Vivian Gornick on Grace Paley), a pillar of genre-writing (Jane
Tompkins on Louis L’Amour), or, arguably, the funniest man on the planet
(David Shields on Bill Murray), these essays are by turns poignant, smart,
suggestive, intellectual, humorous, sassy, scathing, laudatory, wistful, and
hopeful?and above all deeply engaged in a process of careful reading. The essays
in The Story About the Story Vol. II chart a trajectory that digs deep into the past
and aims toward a future in which literature can play a new and more profound
role in how we think, read, live, and write.
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aims toward a future in which literature can play a new and more profound role in how we think,
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In the second volume of The Story About the Story, editor J. C. Hallman continues to argue for an alternative
to the staid five-paragraph-essay writing that has inoculated so many against the effects of good books.
Writers have long approached writing about reading from an intensely personal perspective, incorporating
their pasts and their passions into their process of interpretation. Never before collected in a single volume,
the many essays Hallman has compiled build on the idea of a "creative criticism," and offers new
possibilities for how to write about reading. The Story About the Story Vol. II documents not only an
identifiable trend in writing about books that can and should be emulated, it also offers lessons from a
remarkable range of celebrated authors that amount to an invaluable course on both how to write and how to
read well. Whether they discuss a staple of the canon (Thomas Mann on Leo Tolstoy), the merits of a
contemporary (Vivian Gornick on Grace Paley), a pillar of genre-writing (Jane Tompkins on Louis
L’Amour), or, arguably, the funniest man on the planet (David Shields on Bill Murray), these essays are by
turns poignant, smart, suggestive, intellectual, humorous, sassy, scathing, laudatory, wistful, and hopeful?and
above all deeply engaged in a process of careful reading. The essays in The Story About the Story Vol. II
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Editorial Review

Review

Praise for the Story About The Story series

"More than just a beautiful read . . . .The series is in its own way important to the world. Because if there’s
any justice out there, it’ll eventually find its way into those dull high-school curricula.

To counteract the joyless misreadings and picking of scabs that have become today’s literary criticism,
Hallman is collecting writing about books that is every bit as personal, humane and emotionally rich as
the books themselves."
—The Willamette Week

"The problem with this book: too many irresistible things.”
—James Salter, author of A Sport and a Pastime

"All great criticism begins with love. After all, we read books not from obligation but for pleasure, for
mental excitement, for what A.E. Housman called the tingle at the back of the neck. In The Story About the
Story there are no merely literary essays: Instead J.C. Hallman has gathered love letters, exuberant
appreciations, confessions of envy and admiration. In these pages some of our finest writers stand up and
testify to the power of literature to shake and shape our very souls."
—Michael Dirda, Pulitzer Prize-winning critic and author of Bound to Please

"An invaluable guide for any reader of literature, as well as for the practitioners themselves."
—Daniel Halpern; editor of The Art of the Story

“There is no better path to the heart of a great writer’s expression than keen intuition born of deep regard,
and no one more likely to have both than a fellow writer. This collection of master reader-writers appraising
their admirations is not in the least predictable. Turn the pages: surprise, surprise, surprise!”
—Sven Birkerts, author of Reading Life: Books for the Ages and The Gutenberg Elegies: The Fate of
Reading in an Electronic Age

“A novel, yes. A film, yes. But when have you ever been sorry for a book of essays to end? I was with this
book. Each of these essays investigates good writing by writing well about it. They are all formally elegant
and smart, smart, smart. And a delight to read.”
—Mary Jo Bang, author of Elegy

"If you love literature, don' borrow The Story About the Story, because you'll never give it back. Buy it."
—Salon.com

About the Author
J. C. Hallman is a graduate of the Iowa Writers' Workshop and the Writing Seminars at Johns Hopkins
University. In addition to editing The Story About the Story, he is also the author of several books, including
The Chess Artist, In Utopia, Wm & H'ry, and B & Me: A True Story of Literary Arousal.



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Clara Lee:

Within other case, little folks like to read book The Story About the Story Vol. II. You can choose the best
book if you appreciate reading a book. Providing we know about how is important a book The Story About
the Story Vol. II. You can add information and of course you can around the world by way of a book.
Absolutely right, because from book you can realize everything! From your country until eventually foreign
or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you are able to know that.
In this era, we can open a book or perhaps searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You can use it
when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's read.

Suzanne Crider:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with pals is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. One particular activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you already been ride on and with addition info. Even you love The Story About the Story Vol.
II, you could enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of hang type is it?
Oh seriously its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.

Gene Baker:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, brief story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not attempting The Story About the
Story Vol. II that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading
routine all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world a great deal better then how they
react when it comes to the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading routine only for the geeky
person but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for all of you who want to start looking at
as your good habit, you could pick The Story About the Story Vol. II become your current starter.

Karen Bergeron:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this The Story About the Story Vol. II guide
written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book which can be understand by anyone
who all read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and producing
skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still question The Story About the Story Vol. II as good book
not only by the cover but also by the content. This is one e-book that can break don't ascertain book by its
cover, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your reading through
sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.
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