
The Key to Extraordinary

By Natalie Lloyd

The Key to Extraordinary By Natalie Lloyd

Everyone in Emma's family is special. Her ancestors include Revolutionary War
spies, brilliant scientists, and famous musicians--every single one of which
learned of their extraordinary destiny through a dream.

For Emma, her own dream can't come soon enough. Right before her mother
died, Emma promised that she'd do whatever it took to fulfill her destiny, and she
doesn't want to let her mother down.

But when Emma's dream finally arrives, it points her toward an impossible task--
finding a legendary treasure hidden in her town's cemetery. If Emma fails, she'll
let down generations of extraordinary ancestors . . . including her own mother.
But how can she find something that's been missing for centuries and might be
protected by a mysterious singing ghost?

With her signature blend of lyrical writing, quirky humor, and unforgettable
characters, Natalie Lloyd's The Key to Extraordinary cements her status as one of
the most original voices writing for children today.
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Everyone in Emma's family is special. Her ancestors include Revolutionary War spies, brilliant scientists,
and famous musicians--every single one of which learned of their extraordinary destiny through a dream.

For Emma, her own dream can't come soon enough. Right before her mother died, Emma promised that she'd
do whatever it took to fulfill her destiny, and she doesn't want to let her mother down.

But when Emma's dream finally arrives, it points her toward an impossible task--finding a legendary treasure
hidden in her town's cemetery. If Emma fails, she'll let down generations of extraordinary ancestors . . .
including her own mother. But how can she find something that's been missing for centuries and might be
protected by a mysterious singing ghost?

With her signature blend of lyrical writing, quirky humor, and unforgettable characters, Natalie Lloyd's The
Key to Extraordinary cements her status as one of the most original voices writing for children today.
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Editorial Review

From School Library Journal
Gr 3-6-A young girl from a long line of special women fights to save her home. Emma, like all of the women
in her family, is a Wildflower. Each woman is destined to live an extraordinary life, experiencing a Destiny
Dream that reveals her unique path. Shortly after the death of her ex-rocker mom, Emma feels a deep
emptiness, but she consoles herself by helping out in the Boneyard Cafe, the family business situated on the
edge of a cemetery, and giving tours of the cemetery to tourists. The café has fallen on hard times, and when
it looks like Granny Blue, her tough, tattooed, ex-boxer grandmother, might sell the place to a developer,
Emma looks for answers within the local folklore about a hidden treasure and a ghost. When she finally has
her own Destiny Dream, it seems to point to the treasure, but the clues are frustratingly vague. With the help
of a small cast of quirky characters and magical flora, Emma finds her true destiny and eases her troubles
through the journey. The prose is bubbly and light, with a cheerful, optimistic tone despite some of the
seemingly darker elements. Though not as multilayered as Ingrid Law's Savvy (Dial, 2008), this novel will
be appreciated by younger middle grade readers who enjoy mysteries with an ample dose of magic and
whimsy. VERDICT Fans of Lloyd's first book, A Snicker of Magic (Scholastic, 2015), will be pleased with
this frothy, pleasant tale.-Kiera Parrott, School Library Journalα(c) Copyright 2011. Library Journals LLC, a
wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.

Review

Praise for  A Snicker of Magic

“This tale offers all [the] earmarks of fine storytelling, including colorful, eccentric characters, an original,
highly likable narrator and a mighty spindiddly plot.” --  Kirkus Reviews, starred review

“From every angle, Lloyd's first novel sparkles and radiates warmth . . . Working in the folksy vein of Ingrid
Law's Savvy, Lloyd offers a reassuring, homespun story about self-expression and the magic that resides in
one's mind and heart.” --  Publishers Weekly, starred review

“A delightful and inspiring debut . . . Mibs Beaumont and her magically gifted clan from Ingrid Law's Savvy
would feel right at home here. As Felicity loves to say, Yes…yes…yes! -- School Library Journal, starred
review

About the Author

Natalie Lloyd lives in Chattanooga, Tennessee. She collects old books, listens to bluegrass music, and loves
exploring quirky mountain towns with her dog, Biscuit. She is the author of A Snicker of Magic  and The Key
to Extraordinary.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Donna Barragan:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their free time with their



family, or their very own friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, going to beach,
or picnic inside park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something
different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book may be option to fill
your totally free time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read.
If you want to consider look for book, may be the e-book untitled The Key to Extraordinary can be excellent
book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Christina Ruiz:

Reading a book to get new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to examine a book. When you
study a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge,
simply because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds
of book that you have read. If you would like get information about your study, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, along with
soon. The The Key to Extraordinary will give you new experience in reading through a book.

Joe Dix:

Is it an individual who having spare time after that spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Key to Extraordinary can be
the answer, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your free time by
reading in this fresh era is common not a geek activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?

Cedric Barnett:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information from
your book. Book is written or printed or illustrated from each source in which filled update of news. In this
particular modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media
social similar to newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic.
You can add your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or
just looking for the The Key to Extraordinary when you essential it?
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