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The Anthropocene, in which humankind has become a geological force, is a
major scientific proposal; but it also means that the conceptions of the natural
and social worlds on which sociology, political science, history, law, economics
and philosophy rest are called into question.

The Anthropocene and the Global Environmental Crisis captures some of the
radical new thinking prompted by the arrival of the Anthropocene and opens up
the social sciences and humanities to the profound meaning of the new geological
epoch, the ‘Age of Humans’. Drawing on the expertise of world-recognised
scholars and thought-provoking intellectuals, the book explores the challenges
and difficult questions posed by the convergence of geological and human
history to the foundational ideas of modern social science.

If in the Anthropocene humans have become a force of nature, changing the
functioning of the Earth system as volcanism and glacial cycles do, then it means
the end of the idea of nature as no more than the inert backdrop to the drama of
human affairs. It means the end of the ‘social-only’ understanding of human
history and agency. These pillars of modernity are now destabilised. The scale
and pace of the shifts occurring on Earth are beyond human experience and
expose the anachronisms of ‘Holocene thinking’. The book explores what kinds
of narratives are emerging around the scientific idea of the new geological epoch,
and what it means for the ‘politics of unsustainability’.
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The Anthropocene, in which humankind has become a geological force, is a major scientific proposal; but it
also means that the conceptions of the natural and social worlds on which sociology, political science,
history, law, economics and philosophy rest are called into question.

The Anthropocene and the Global Environmental Crisis captures some of the radical new thinking prompted
by the arrival of the Anthropocene and opens up the social sciences and humanities to the profound meaning
of the new geological epoch, the ‘Age of Humans’. Drawing on the expertise of world-recognised scholars
and thought-provoking intellectuals, the book explores the challenges and difficult questions posed by the
convergence of geological and human history to the foundational ideas of modern social science.

If in the Anthropocene humans have become a force of nature, changing the functioning of the Earth system
as volcanism and glacial cycles do, then it means the end of the idea of nature as no more than the inert
backdrop to the drama of human affairs. It means the end of the ‘social-only’ understanding of human
history and agency. These pillars of modernity are now destabilised. The scale and pace of the shifts
occurring on Earth are beyond human experience and expose the anachronisms of ‘Holocene thinking’. The
book explores what kinds of narratives are emerging around the scientific idea of the new geological epoch,
and what it means for the ‘politics of unsustainability’.
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Editorial Review

Review

'These are fascinating, many-sided and important explorations of how all the complicated things that
humans do are changing the future of a planet."–Jan Zalasiewicz, University of Leicester, UK and Chair
of the Anthropocene Working Group

About the Author

Clive Hamilton is Professor of Public Ethics at the Centre for Applied Philosophy and Public Ethics,
Charles Sturt University in Canberra, Australia.

Christophe Bonneuil is a Senior researcher in History at the Centre A. Koyré (CNRS, EHESS and MNHN)
Paris, France.

François Gemenne is a Research fellow at the University of Versailles Saint-Quentin-en-Yvelines
(CEARC), France and at the University of Liège (CEDEM), Belgium.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

James Cooper:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yep, you can
choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a walk,
shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or read a book titled The Anthropocene and the Global
Environmental Crisis: Rethinking modernity in a new epoch (Routledge Environmental Humanities)? Maybe
it is being best activity for you. You understand beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book,
you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have some other opinion?

Carolyn Cook:

The book The Anthropocene and the Global Environmental Crisis: Rethinking modernity in a new epoch
(Routledge Environmental Humanities) can give more knowledge and also the precise product information
about everything you want. So why must we leave a good thing like a book The Anthropocene and the
Global Environmental Crisis: Rethinking modernity in a new epoch (Routledge Environmental Humanities)?
A number of you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim in which book can give many
details for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or details that you
take for that, you are able to give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book The Anthropocene
and the Global Environmental Crisis: Rethinking modernity in a new epoch (Routledge Environmental
Humanities) has simple shape however, you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can search



the enormous world by available and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Rebecca Goza:

The Anthropocene and the Global Environmental Crisis: Rethinking modernity in a new epoch (Routledge
Environmental Humanities) can be one of your beginner books that are good idea. Most of us recommend
that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in language,
easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The copy writer giving
his/her effort to place every word into pleasure arrangement in writing The Anthropocene and the Global
Environmental Crisis: Rethinking modernity in a new epoch (Routledge Environmental Humanities)
although doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource facts
that maybe you can be among it. This great information could drawn you into new stage of crucial
pondering.

Donald Oakes:

Is it a person who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day through watching television programs
or just resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Anthropocene and the Global
Environmental Crisis: Rethinking modernity in a new epoch (Routledge Environmental Humanities) can be
the response, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are consequently out of date, spending your
spare time by reading in this fresh era is common not a geek activity. So what these publications have than
the others?
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