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A defining force in world history, nationalism remains an inescapable feature of
a modern condition. It has underpinned the emergence of many states, and the
conflict it has often generated has caused enormous suffering, both directly and
indirectly. Nationalism remains a powerful influence today; in the former
Yugoslavia and the successor states of the Soviet Union it has instigated great
violence and attrocity.

In this incisive and provocative book, completed just before his death, Ernest
Gellner - described as "one of the last of the great central European polymath
intellectuals" by the Financial Times - explores the phenomenon of nationalism,
tracing its emergence and roots in the modern industrialized nation state, its links
with romanticism and its creation of national myhs. He investigates its various
manifestations and reveals how in long established states such as France, it has
been relatively benign, while in Eastern Europe in particular - where nationalist
feeling preceded the emergence of modern states - its influence has been far more
problematic, and at times disastrous. Finally, the book explores the prospects of
minimizing the influence of nationalist feeling and cautiously anticipates the
possibility of its decline in this decade of continuing atrocities and "ethnic
cleansing."

Lucid and direct, Gellner's work combines politics, history, philosophy, and
anthropolgy with the multidisciplinary flair for which he was renowned. As
nationalism continues to inform contemporary politics, often with vicious and
tragic results, Gellner's last words on the subject are essential reading.
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A defining force in world history, nationalism remains an inescapable feature of a modern condition. It has
underpinned the emergence of many states, and the conflict it has often generated has caused enormous
suffering, both directly and indirectly. Nationalism remains a powerful influence today; in the former
Yugoslavia and the successor states of the Soviet Union it has instigated great violence and attrocity.

In this incisive and provocative book, completed just before his death, Ernest Gellner - described as "one of
the last of the great central European polymath intellectuals" by the Financial Times - explores the
phenomenon of nationalism, tracing its emergence and roots in the modern industrialized nation state, its
links with romanticism and its creation of national myhs. He investigates its various manifestations and
reveals how in long established states such as France, it has been relatively benign, while in Eastern Europe
in particular - where nationalist feeling preceded the emergence of modern states - its influence has been far
more problematic, and at times disastrous. Finally, the book explores the prospects of minimizing the
influence of nationalist feeling and cautiously anticipates the possibility of its decline in this decade of
continuing atrocities and "ethnic cleansing."

Lucid and direct, Gellner's work combines politics, history, philosophy, and anthropolgy with the
multidisciplinary flair for which he was renowned. As nationalism continues to inform contemporary
politics, often with vicious and tragic results, Gellner's last words on the subject are essential reading.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Ernest Gellner was Professor of Philosophy at the London School of Economics from 1962 to 1984, when
he became Professor of Social Anthropology at Cambridge University. Before his death in 1995, he was
Research Professor and Director of the Center for the Study of Nationalism at the Central European
University in Prague. His many books include Words and Things, Thoughts and Change, Saints of the Atlas,
Nations and Nationalism, Culture, Identity and Politics, Plough, Sword, and Book, and Conditions of Liberty

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Ruth Brinkman:

The book Nationalism make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make your capable far
more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem using your
subject. If you can make reading through a book Nationalism for being your habit, you can get far more
advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects. You
may know everything if you like open up and read a e-book Nationalism. Kinds of book are several. It means
that, science book or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this book?

Rebecca Clark:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading routine give
you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the
book in which improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of
reserve you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with training books but if you want sense happy
read one with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The Nationalism is kind of publication which is
giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Donald Shelby:

This Nationalism is brand new way for you who has attention to look for some information given it relief
your hunger details. Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge more you know or else you who still having
small amount of digest in reading this Nationalism can be the light food for you because the information
inside this kind of book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books acquire itself in the form which can be
reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book form. People who think that in guide form make them feel
drowsy even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a guide especially this one.
You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't miss this! Just read this
e-book variety for your better life and also knowledge.



Vickie Gilbert:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
from a book. Book is written or printed or highlighted from each source which filled update of news. In this
modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media social
including newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can add
your knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just seeking the
Nationalism when you needed it?
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