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 This book, previously titled Impacts of Livestock Production, objectively deals
with a number of important issues that are affecting livestock production and the
public perception of animal production on a global basis. Some of these issues
include consumption of animal products and human health, global warming,
biotechnology and animal rights.   The volume examines domestication of
animals and their contributions to human welfare, animal products in the human
diet, principles of animal nutrition and the scientific feeding of livestock, feed
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Editorial Review

From the Back Cover

Food quality and safety. Bioethics.
Animal welfare and animal rights. Biotechnology.
Environmental concerns and human health issues.

Contemporary Issues in Animal Agriculture, Third Edition discusses some of the major controversial issues
impacting animal production. The author critically evaluates societal concerns, presents several points of
view, and points the way towards an acceptable middle ground that can accommodate the diverse viewpoints
of society, including those of the livestock industry.

Each chapter has been written so that it might stand alone. The author extensively cites recent literature,
providing an entry into scientific literature for those who want more information and exposing readers to
scientific literature as contrasted with the popular press.

Animal science students, agriculture majors and anyone who wishes to be a more educated consumer will
find this book interesting, informative, and invaluable.

About the Author

Peter R. Cheeke is Professor Emeritus of Animal Nutrition at Oregon State University. He grew up on a
small family farm in British Columbia, Canada. He graduated from the University of British Columbia with
a BS in Agriculture (19 G3) and MS in animal nutrition (1965). He completed his academic training at
Oregon State University with his PhD in animal nutrition (1968), under the supervision of Dr. James
Oldfield. His PhD research was on interrelationships between vitamin E and selenium. Since 1969, he has
been assistant associate and full professor at Oregon State University, with a teaching and research program
in animal nutrition. He retired from OSU in 2000. One of his major research interests has been the study of
natural toxicants in feeds and poisonous plants, particularly alkaloids in poisonous pasture weeds and toxins
in potential new feedstuffs. He has written a book Natural Toxicants in Feeds, Forages, and Poisonous
Plants (Prentice-Hall, 1998). He has worked with a variety of animal species, including ruminants, rabbits
and poultry. He was a founder of the Oregon State University Rabbit Research Center, and is coauthor of
Rabbit Production (Prentice Hall, 2000) and Rabbit Feeding and Nutrition, (Academic Press, 1987). He was
honored by the western section of American Society of Animal Science with the Young Scientist Award in
1979 and the Distinguished Service Award in 2001. In 1990, he was named Distinguished Professor of
Agriculture at Oregon State University. He has served on the editorial boards of the journal of Animal
Science, and Animal Feed Science and Technology. He has operated a small farm near Corvallis,
Oregon—raising various types of livestock and poultry, including a small herd of beef cattle. He and his wife
Karen now live on a small farm, with an equine facility for breeding and therapeutic riding instruction. He
has had a life-long interest in the interrelationships of plants and animals, and in the survival and
strengthening of the family farm.

Excerpt. © Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved.



The objective of this book is to discuss some of the major controversial issues impacting animal production.
Animal agriculture and animal scientists face many controversies and challenges. A growing segment of
society views livestock production as unethical and inhumane. Until recently, animal scientists either ignored
these concerns or attributed them to an inconsequential fringe element of society. It is beginning to sink in
that societal concerns are legitimate, are here to stay, and will increase. Concerns about human exploitation
of animals for food production and biomedical research have become mainstream. Food safety issues such as
"mad cow disease" and E. coli contamination of meat make the headlines regularly. There is a steadily
growing vegetarian movement based on the viewpoint that meat consumption is bad for one's health. The
animal rights movement is opposed to the raising of domestic animals for any purpose. In the western United
States, grazing of livestock on public lands is a major controversial issue. Air and water pollution, global
warming, riparian zones, endangered species—the list goes on and on. Animal science graduates will be
dealing with these types of issues, even to the extent of justifying to friends and relatives what they do for a
living. In my opinion, it is critical that students have exposure to these contemporary issues during their
education, rather than being hit with them as they enter "the real world."

There is currently great interest by society at large in the environment. More benign systems of resource
utilization in agriculture, forestry, and other primary extractive industries are being sought. My intention has
been to discuss these issues, particularly as they relate to animal production, in a global context. I have
discussed these issues in a holistic manner, showing how animal production and other aspects of agriculture
are integrated into the larger society as a whole.

Contemporary issues exist because there is no right answer. There is more than one valid point of view;
otherwise there wouldn't be an issue. I have endeavored to critically evaluate societal concerns about various
aspects of modern animal production and to present several points of view. One of my motivations for
writing this book is my belief that the resolution of contentious issues is one of the major challenges facing
the discipline of animal science. Ecological and environmental issues, as well as nutritional involvement in
degenerative disease and aging, emerged as significant issues in the latter part of the twentieth century and
will continue at the forefront of public concern in the twenty-first century. Agricultural students must be
armed with thinking skills and a broad perspective to meet these ever-increasing challenges. We must be able
to justify to society what we are doing, why we're doing it, and what consequences for the environment and
food safety our actions produce. The sustainability of animal science and livestock production as careers will
depend on how well the next generation meets these challenges. My hope is that this book will help point the
way toward an acceptable middle ground that can accommodate the diverse viewpoints of society, including
those of the livestock industry.

Some animal scientists would prefer to ignore controversial issues and just hope they will go away. They
think it is a disservice to "our side" to give publicity to the ideas of "the enemy" such as environmentalists. I
have to admit somewhat hesitantly that as a result of my research and contemplation in preparation of this
book, my own views and sympathies have moved "to the left" a bit. I think that animal agriculture has a lot
of room for improvement.

Another motivation for writing this book has been my perception that many animal scientists have given the
knee-jerk response to societal concerns. I have noted colleagues dismissing concerns about cholesterol, meat
consumption, and coronary heart disease, with comments about "so-called medical research" and "so-called
medical authorities," while never having read a scientific paper on the subject themselves! My intention is
that this book will provide a framework on which to build a reasoned and rational discussion of
contemporary issues. If there are some things wrong with how we raise animals or with animal products, let's
face up to it and deal with it.

I have endeavored to be reasonably open-minded and noninflammatory, without being bland. It is typical



when dealing with controversial subjects to soften the blow by using words like "perhaps, maybe, might be,
could be," and so on. I've tried to keep this to a minimum. I hope that a bit of fire and brimstone comes
through on some topics. Some terms such as "factory farming" are inflammatory and "value-laden" to some
people. As the old saying goes, if it looks like a duck, walks like a duck, and quacks like a duck, then it's
probably a duck!

I have tried to write in clear and easily understood prose. There sometimes seems to be a perception among
students and professors that a text should be challenging and difficult to read, as if to imply that a text is
more valid and profound if incomprehensible than one that is easily understood. On the other hand, a book
should expand the readers horizons, including his or her vocabulary. I have attempted to accomplish both
goals, to be mind-expanding and lucid.

Thus I hope that this book will contribute to expanding the horizons of ag students, and to instill an
appreciation for the validity of other points of view. I've tried to avoid falling into the trap of us vs. them.
There is a reasonable middle ground. There is no point in catering to either extreme by just "preaching to the
choir." It does no good to reinforce existing agrarian prejudices. I hope I have challenged ag students to
appreciate the validity of some of society's concerns about livestock production. Their future role will be to
address these concerns, rather than just attempt to debunk them. I hope to do justice to the following mission
statement from my university: "The highest aspiration of a university is to free people's minds from
ignorance, prejudice, and provincialism and to stimulate a lasting attitude of inquiry."

I have cited recent literature extensively These citations provide an entry into the scientific literature for
those who want further information and will expose undergraduate students to scientific literature as
contrasted with the popular press. They will gain an appreciation for the importance of grey, as opposed to
black and white. There are no magic answers. Judgment and interpretation are important components of
rational inquiry.

I have noted that colleagues who have complimented the first two editions of this text tend to be young,
while often the "old guard" tends to regard my ideas as a touch ludicrous. My perception is that many
students today are "ahead of the curve" in their appreciation of natural resource and environmental issues,
and that animal science professors have some catching up to do. A "don't give an inch" defense of modern
animal production techniques won't resonate with many students. They know better.

Each chapter has been written so that it can more or less stand alone. Chapter 4 is included not only because
my primary area of interest is nutrition, but also because some knowledge of nutritional principles is
desirable to deal effectively with issues such as "chemicals and hormones as feed additives," why beef cattle
have saturated fat, why cattle and not chickens have been implicated in global warming, and so on.

Some issues, such as the relationships of dietary fatty acids and cholesterol to coronary heart disease and
cancer, are very complex and difficult to present to a diverse audience without the perils of
oversimplification, or, conversely, being overly technical and incomprehensible. I have cited sufficient
recent publications to provide an entry to the literature for those who wish further information. The fairly
extensive citation of recent research may reduce readability somewhat but is essential to validate statements
that deal with controversial issues.

I hope the book is interesting. I've tried to pack in all sorts of interesting things, such as the recent discovery
of a previously unrecorded species of wild cow in Vietnam (Chapter 1) to the role of the white cliffs of
Dover in regulation of the global environment (Chapter 11).

I thank colleagues who have contributed photos and ideas. I am especially indebted to Helen Chesbrough for
her Herculean efforts in typing and preparing the manuscript. Colleagues Steve Davis and Candace Croney



reviewed Chapter 10; I should also acknowledge Steve Davis for critiquing the entire text during preparation
of the second edition. I also thank those who have commented favorably to me on the first two editions; a
little bit of positive reinforcement goes a long way with authors!

A final thought regarding this book is stimulated by the words of Swinnerton-Dyer (Nature 373:186, 1995):

Most scientists . . . reach a moment at which they know they will never have another worthwhile idea, and
the only result of their continuing to do research after that point is to clog up the learned journals with papers
that no one should be expected to read. That may be the moment to write a book pulling one's subject
together in a lucid way.

I have reached the former condition, and I hope I have succeeded in the latter!

My experience in writing books is that the job is never done. There comes a time to wrap things up, even if
further improvement is possible. I guess that's why there will probably be a fourth edition!

Users Review

From reader reviews:

James Stover:

Within other case, little persons like to read book Contemporary Issues in Animal Agriculture (3rd Edition).
You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. Providing we know about how is important some
sort of book Contemporary Issues in Animal Agriculture (3rd Edition). You can add understanding and of
course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can learn
everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple factor
until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, you can open a book or even searching by
internet unit. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's study.

Donald Scott:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material if you want
something to explain what your own problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy particular
person? If you don't have spare time to complete others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored
faster. And you have free time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They need to answer
that question because just their can do in which. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar on every person.
Yes, it is correct. Because start from on kindergarten until university need this Contemporary Issues in
Animal Agriculture (3rd Edition) to read.

Amy Tharp:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a reserve you will get new information mainly because book is one of numerous
ways to share the information as well as their idea. Second, looking at a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you reading a book especially fictional works book the author will bring someone to



imagine the story how the characters do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to others. When
you read this Contemporary Issues in Animal Agriculture (3rd Edition), it is possible to tells your family,
friends as well as soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a book.

Nathaniel Mathis:

Contemporary Issues in Animal Agriculture (3rd Edition) can be one of your beginning books that are good
idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary which could
increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the
information. The article writer giving his/her effort to put every word into joy arrangement in writing
Contemporary Issues in Animal Agriculture (3rd Edition) but doesn't forget the main position, giving the
reader the hottest along with based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be one among it. This great
information can easily drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial considering.
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