
PrairyErth: A Deep Map

By William Least Heat-Moon

PrairyErth: A Deep Map By William Least Heat-Moon

Robert Penn Warren pronounced Heat-Moon's Blue Highways "a masterpiece."
Now Heat-Moon has pulled to the side of the road and set off on foot to take
readers on an exploration of time and space, landscape and history in the Flint
Hills of central Kansas.
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Editorial Review

Review

"A good hearted book about the heart of the country." The New York Times

"Our modern-day Walden." The Chicago Sun-Times

"Bill McKibben has called this book "the deepest map anyone ever made of an American place" -- a majestic
survey of land and time and people in a single county of the Kansas plains. It takes the author--by car, on
foot, and in mind--into the core of our continent and backward and forward through a brilliant spectrum of
time and place." The Hungry Mind Review

About the Author

Under the name of William Least Heat-Moon, William Trogdon is the author of the best-selling classics
BLUE HIGHWAYS, PRAIRYERTH, and RIVER-HORSE: A VOYAGE ACROSS AMERICA. He lives in
Columbia, Missouri.

Excerpt. © Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved.
Along this fossil highway, even though it lies in the bottomlands
that have always belonged mostly to the trees, I am walking in the
time of the birth of the tallgrass prairie, that epoch when turfy
perennials - bluestems and gramas, panicums and ryes - began covering
the American interior as the old sea, now turned to a limestone
anchor, once did. Down in here, the rock is the worn concrete, yet,
as hard as it is, the cement road is nevertheless a fissured seedbed,
a string of a glade full of brand-new prairie, an extinct highway
giving birth to grassland.

Now: I've walked half this remnant, and I've found big bluestem and
little bluestem, silvery bluestem, cord grass, wild rye, sunflower,
bundle flower, catclaw sensitive briar, and also plants of the
woodlands, including a clump of garden iris from I don't know where.
But this strip is not a relict Pleistocene prairie because there
probably never was much grass in this low spot in the bottoms: a
vestigial highway, yes, but a new prairie. The native forbs and
grasses have come in on the wind and maybe on the floods, and now
they have roots under the pavement, and soon the prairie plants will
need fire to clear away the shading and moisture-sucking trees, and
until then the infant prairie can do little more than begin.

Prairie birth: in an earlier time, men believed the grasslands came
as a consequence of infertile ground, or an absence of coarse soil
material, or from glaciation, from bison trampling, lightning fires,
Indian fires, from persistent wind, drought, temperature extremes.



But Chase County has good soil of various composition, the ice sheets
did not reach here, and the temperature range and rainfall differ
only a little from the woodlands of Missouri. The other "reasons" -
fire, wind, grazing - contribute less to the birth of prairie than to
its maintenance. No: the source of the prairie is its midcontinental
position, far from tempering seas, where it lies under an eolian
cleavage zone that mixes westerlies, wrung dry by the Rocky
Mountains, with humid air from the Gulf: here, inches of evaporation
and precipitation are nearly equal, and here, above my head, the rain-
shadow of the Rockies meets in commensurate strength the humid Gulf
fronts so that this land can grow ten-foot grasses and ninety-foot
sycamores, and which one prevails depends mostly on one thing: fire.
In the last half-century, the balance has careened toward trees
because white men have suppressed the keeper of the grasses. To the
prairie, the voice of the Great Mysterious speaks in three tongues:
water, wind, flame. This glade beginning in the abandoned highway has
heard the first two, and now this slender quarter mile of incipient
prairie could use a tossed cigarette from a Santa Fe trackman so that
the highway can flourish as never before.

Copyright (C)1992 by William Least Heat-Moon. Reprinted by permission
by Houghton Mifflin Company.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Therese McGaha:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them
family or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, as
well as playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look
different you can read some sort of book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book which you
read you can spent all day long to reading a e-book. The book PrairyErth: A Deep Map it is extremely good
to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book.
Should you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore
very easily to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book possesses high
quality.

Kathleen Young:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try issue that really
opposite from that. 1 activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
already been ride on and with addition info. Even you love PrairyErth: A Deep Map, you can enjoy both. It is
good combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh can happen its mind
hangout folks. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its called reading friends.



Elizabeth Black:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside along with friends, fun activity along with family or
just watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by looking at a book.
Ugh, think reading a book can actually hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It alright you
can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like PrairyErth: A Deep Map which
is having the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's view.

John Edmondson:

A lot of guide has printed but it is different. You can get it by internet on social media. You can choose the
best book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is called of book
PrairyErth: A Deep Map. You'll be able to your knowledge by it. Without departing the printed book, it may
add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware about
publication. It can bring you from one destination to other place.

Download and Read Online PrairyErth: A Deep Map By William
Least Heat-Moon #TQH8OI2NAVB



Read PrairyErth: A Deep Map By William Least Heat-Moon for
online ebook

PrairyErth: A Deep Map By William Least Heat-Moon Free PDF d0wnl0ad, audio books, books to read,
good books to read, cheap books, good books, online books, books online, book reviews epub, read books
online, books to read online, online library, greatbooks to read, PDF best books to read, top books to read
PrairyErth: A Deep Map By William Least Heat-Moon books to read online.

Online PrairyErth: A Deep Map By William Least Heat-Moon ebook PDF download

PrairyErth: A Deep Map By William Least Heat-Moon Doc

PrairyErth: A Deep Map By William Least Heat-Moon Mobipocket

PrairyErth: A Deep Map By William Least Heat-Moon EPub


