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Memory. There may be nothing more important to human beings than our ability
to enshrine experience and recall it. While philosophers and poets have elevated
memory to an almost mystical level, psychologists have struggled to demystify it.
Now, according to Daniel Schacter, one of the most distinguished memory
researchers, the mysteries of memory are finally yielding to dramatic, even
revolutionary, scientific breakthroughs. Schacter explains how and why it may
change our understanding of everything from false memory to Alzheimer's
disease, from recovered memory to amnesia with fascinating firsthand accounts
of patients with striking—and sometimes bizarre—amnesias resulting from brain
injury or psychological trauma.
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Memory. There may be nothing more important to human beings than our ability to enshrine experience and
recall it. While philosophers and poets have elevated memory to an almost mystical level, psychologists have
struggled to demystify it. Now, according to Daniel Schacter, one of the most distinguished memory
researchers, the mysteries of memory are finally yielding to dramatic, even revolutionary, scientific
breakthroughs. Schacter explains how and why it may change our understanding of everything from false
memory to Alzheimer's disease, from recovered memory to amnesia with fascinating firsthand accounts of
patients with striking—and sometimes bizarre—amnesias resulting from brain injury or psychological
trauma.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
Daniel Schacter, a Harvard professor of psychology and researcher into the workings of memory and the
brain, authoritatively summarizes the most up-to-date scientific knowledge in this controversial field. Many
of the advances have come from the study of brain-damaged patients: some remember past events clearly,
yet forget the basics of everyday knowledge; others have precisely the reverse affliction. Putting this work
together with brain scans and experiments on normal people, a useful understanding has emerged of the
connections between the brain and the mind, and of the different types of memory. Schacter also bravely
refutes the notion of "recovered memory," arguing persuasively that false memories can be easily created.

From Publishers Weekly
Schacter, a Harvard psychology professor, has produced a full, rich picture of how human memory works, an
elegant, captivating tour de force that interweaves the latest research in cognitive psychology and
neuroscience with case materials and examples from everyday life. Clinical studies of brain-damaged and
amnesiac patients reinforce his thesis that memory is not a single faculty, as was long assumed, but instead
depends on a variety of systems, each tied to a particular network of brain structures, all acting in concert so
we recognize objects, acquire habits, hold information for brief periods, retain concepts and recollect specific
events. Aided by numerous reproductions of contemporary paintings that evoke the subjective workings of
memory, Schacter explores how we convert fragmentary remains of experience into autobiographical
narratives. Implicit memory, at work even when we are unable to fully recall recent events, pervasively,
unconsciously colors our perceptions, judgments, feelings and behavior, he maintains. Chapters also cover
distortion in memory, repressed memory of childhood sexual abuse, recollection of extreme trauma and
memory impairment with aging. This wonderfully enlightening survey enlarges our understanding of the
mind's potential.
Copyright 1996 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
Harvard psychologist Schacter (Victims of Memory, LJ 4/15/95) here delivers a solid, thoughtful analysis of
memory, underscoring the relationship between memory's limitations and its pervasive influence as the core
of how the past shapes the present. Memory, he writes, is not to be conceptualized as a unitary phenomenon
but as a composite of separate processes and systems. Memories do not emerge as passive recordings of
reality but also store meaning and emotion. Consequently, the way we perceive events plays a major role in
what we later recall. Schacter argues effectively that it is important to know how past memories shape
present realities. Echoing Barry Gordon's Memory: Remembering and Forgetting (Mastermedia, 1995), this
analysis of a burgeoning new area of study is recommended for informed readers.?Dennis Glenn Twiggs,
Winston-Salem, N.C.
Copyright 1996 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Ernestine Miller:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book



and so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a guide you will get new information since book is one of several ways to share
the information or even their idea. Second, examining a book will make a person more imaginative. When
you studying a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story how
the personas do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read this
Searching For Memory: The Brain, The Mind, And The Past, you are able to tells your family, friends in
addition to soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a guide.

Sandy Gonsalves:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the time or they will get
wide range of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , once we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely yes. People is human not really a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity do you
have when the spare time coming to you of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then ever try
this one, reading books. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the particular book you have
read is definitely Searching For Memory: The Brain, The Mind, And The Past.

Katherine Contreras:

Reading a book to be new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to examine a book. When you
examine a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your
knowledge, simply because book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on
what forms of book that you have read. If you would like get information about your examine, you can read
education books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this sort of us
novel, comics, and also soon. The Searching For Memory: The Brain, The Mind, And The Past will give you
new experience in reading a book.

Walter Burchett:

Within this era which is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more precious than
other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What you have to
do is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of several
books in the top collection in your reading list is usually Searching For Memory: The Brain, The Mind, And
The Past. This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in turning into precious
person. By looking upwards and review this book you can get many advantages.
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