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A wild-living young heiress slams into trouble in the L.A. night—the kind of
trouble even her money can’t shut down. After her Aston Martin collides with a
mysterious car, Larkin Conner Barkley attempts to help the accident
victims—and becomes the sole witness in a federal investigation. Whisking her
out of her Beverly Hills world is Joe Pike—ex-cop, ex-Marine, ex-
mercenary—hired to shield Larkin from a relentless team of killers. But when a
chain of lies and betrayals tightens around them, Pike drops off the grid and
follows his own rules for survival: strike fast, hit hard, hunt down the hunters. . . .
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
As the subtitle suggests, Joe Pike, the intriguing, enigmatic partner of L.A. PI Elvis Cole, takes center stage
in this intense thriller from bestseller Crais (The Two Minute Rule). To pay back an old debt, Pike is coerced
into protecting Larkin Barkley, a hard-partying young heiress whose life is in danger after a "wrong place
wrong time" encounter that quickly escalates and spins out of control. The enemy is shadowy, violent and
relentless—but the fierce, focused Pike, one of the strongest characters in modern crime fiction, is equal to
the challenge. The breathless pace and rich styling are sure to appeal to readers of hard-boiled fiction in
general, but since up to now Pike has mostly remained in the background, some fans of the Elvis Cole series
(The Forgotten Man, etc.) may find the explicit picture that emerges of Pike at odds with the image they've
constructed for themselves. (Mar.)
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Bookmarks Magazine
Robert Crais wrote for the hit television shows Hill Street Blues, Miami Vice, and L.A. Law, among others,
so it comes as no surprise that his novels (including 11 featuring Elvis Cole and Joe Pike) have a hard-boiled
feel and seamlessly incorporate cutting dialogue (see the recently reviewed The Two-Minute Rule, HHHJ
May/June 2006). In The Watchman, Crais maintains his reputation as an edge-of-your-seat plotter with a
psychological bent, not unlike Lee Child in his Jack Reacher series or James Lee Burke with Dave
Robicheaux. Although one critic wishes that Pike had remained an enigma and another cites a predictable
plot, most agree Crais's fans will take to this highly charged first effort featuring Pike. "Elvis will still be the
series star," Oline H. Cogdill points out, "but putting a spotlight on Joe will make for richer novels."
Copyright © 2004 Phillips & Nelson Media, Inc.

From Booklist
*Starred Review* Larkin Barkley, a troubled L.A. woman from a wealthy family, finds herself under the
protection of federal agents after emerging uninjured from a serious car accident. Something she saw
warrants her death. The bad guys came close to success, probably with an assist from someone charged with
her safety. Joe Pike, a former marine, LAPD officer, and mercenary, is hired to protect her on the word of his
former police partner. Pike and the girl go underground after another attempt on her life leaves three would-
be assassins dead. Pike then enlists his partner, private investigator Elvis Cole, to do the digging while he
does the shooting. Cole targets a drug cartel's money-laundering network as the source of the death squads
and identifies Barkley's father as the possible link. As the plot careens forward with nail-biting suspense, the
similarities between Pike and Barkley become heartbreakingly clear. What could a taciturn killing machine
have in common with a spike-haired, tattoo-on-her-ass valley girl? Every adult is a product of childhood, and
Pike recognizes in his charge the same chronic emotional pain fueling his own lonely life. Saving her
physical being is tough, but not as tough as saving her life. Fans of the Elvis Cole series have long wished for
an installment focusing on sidekick Pike, and their wish is more than granted with this stunningly emotional
thriller. Wes Lukowsky
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Users Review

From reader reviews:
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Rodney Schmitt:

In other case, little men and women like to read book The Watchman (Joe Pike). You can choose the best
book if you'd prefer reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important any book The Watchman
(Joe Pike). You can add information and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right,
since from book you can recognize everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you can
be known. About simple point until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we can easily
open a book as well as searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel bored
to go to the library. Let's examine.

Gary Stark:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be update about what going on or facts even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era which is always change and move ahead. Some of
you maybe will certainly update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for you but the problems
coming to you is you don't know which one you should start with. This The Watchman (Joe Pike) is our
recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and need in this
era.

Emma Patterson:

This The Watchman (Joe Pike) is great book for you because the content and that is full of information for
you who always deal with world and possess to make decision every minute. This specific book reveal it data
accurately using great plan word or we can claim no rambling sentences inside. So if you are read the idea
hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward sentences but
tough core information with attractive delivering sentences. Having The Watchman (Joe Pike) in your hand
like finding the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no book that offer
you world inside ten or fifteen moment right but this e-book already do that. So , this is good reading book.
Heya Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt in which?

Francis Griffin:

Many people said that they feel weary when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt the item when they
get a half elements of the book. You can choose often the book The Watchman (Joe Pike) to make your own
reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading talent is developing when you such as reading. Try to
choose easy book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the impression about book and reading through
especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to wide open a book and go through it. Beside that the
publication The Watchman (Joe Pike) can to be your brand new friend when you're really feel alone and
confuse using what must you're doing of that time.
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