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Only the most naive or tendentious among us would deny the extent and intensity
of suffering in the world. Can one hold, consistently with the common view of
suffering in the world, that there is an omniscient, omnipotent, perfectly good
God? This book argues that one can.

Wandering in Darkness first presents the moral psychology and value theory
within which one typical traditional theodicy, namely, that of Thomas Aquinas, is
embedded. It explicates Aquinas's account of the good for human beings,
including the nature of love and union among persons. Eleonore Stump also
makes use of developments in neurobiology and developmental psychology to
illuminate the nature of such union.
Stump then turns to an examination of narratives. In a methodological section
focused on epistemological issues, the book uses recent research involving
autism spectrum disorder to argue that some philosophical problems are best
considered in the context of narratives. Using the methodology argued for, the
book gives detailed, innovative exegeses of the stories of Job, Samson, Abraham
and Isaac, and Mary of Bethany.
In the context of these stories and against the backdrop of Aquinas's other views,
Stump presents Aquinas's own theodicy, and shows that Aquinas's theodicy gives
a powerful explanation for God's allowing suffering. She concludes by arguing
that this explanation constitutes a consistent and cogent defense for the problem
of suffering.
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Only the most naive or tendentious among us would deny the extent and intensity of suffering in the world.
Can one hold, consistently with the common view of suffering in the world, that there is an omniscient,
omnipotent, perfectly good God? This book argues that one can.

Wandering in Darkness first presents the moral psychology and value theory within which one typical
traditional theodicy, namely, that of Thomas Aquinas, is embedded. It explicates Aquinas's account of the
good for human beings, including the nature of love and union among persons. Eleonore Stump also makes
use of developments in neurobiology and developmental psychology to illuminate the nature of such union.
Stump then turns to an examination of narratives. In a methodological section focused on epistemological
issues, the book uses recent research involving autism spectrum disorder to argue that some philosophical
problems are best considered in the context of narratives. Using the methodology argued for, the book gives
detailed, innovative exegeses of the stories of Job, Samson, Abraham and Isaac, and Mary of Bethany.
In the context of these stories and against the backdrop of Aquinas's other views, Stump presents Aquinas's
own theodicy, and shows that Aquinas's theodicy gives a powerful explanation for God's allowing suffering.
She concludes by arguing that this explanation constitutes a consistent and cogent defense for the problem of
suffering.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Eleanore Stump has written a magnificent book. ... It gives us a deeply insightful account of the nature of
love, as desire for the good of the beloved and for union with the beloved"
--Expository Times

"This is an excellent book. Baehr proposes an interesting and original account of the proper goals of a virtue
theory for epistemology and makes substantive progress toward developing a theory of his own. The quality
of argument is very high and Baehr's writing is elegant and clear."
Notre Dame Philosophical Reviews

"Eleonore Stumps major new book on the problem of suffering is perhaps the most important contribution to
the field in decades. . . . reading this book is a thought- provoking spiritual journey which raises all kinds of
fresh yet down-to-earth and urgent questions. Ultimately, it may have the potential to transform how we
think about and do theology for, once joint attention takes precedence over correct belief and virtuous
conduct, then our lives become more complex yet richer."
--Religion

"[A] true breakthrough... which is in a manner her magnum opus... A truly magnificent achievement, the
book is rich with compelling narratives from inside and outside the Judeo-Christian Scriptures."
--Analysis

"Noted Aquinas scholar Stump weaves together theology, philosophy, and biblical studies in a
comprehensive exploration of suffering and redemption... . her rigorous, careful argumentation and
outstanding use of Scripture in the service of analytic philosophy make this an important book for studies of
theology and philosophy of religion. It is a necessary addition to collections in theology and philosophy.
Highly recommended."
--Choice

"Wandering in Darkness is Eleonore Stump's magisterial treatment of the problem of evil... It is bold,
meticulously argued, and highly nuanced. In terms of scope and power, Stump's book clearly ranks among
the best book length treatments of the problem of evil... Stump has produced a book that deserves the careful
attention of any philosophically able reader interested in the problem of suffering in light of the belief in an
omnipotent, omniscient, omnipresent, essentially good God."
--European Journal for the Philosophy of Religion



"Eleonore Stump's major new book on the problem of suffering is perhaps the most important contribution to
the field in decades... reading this book is a thought-provoking spiritual journey which raises all kinds of
fresh yet down-to-earth and urgent questions. Ultimately, it may have the potential to transform how we
think about and do theology"
--Theology

"Stump's book is original, insightful, and brilliant. This magnum opus is the product of measured thought and
mature experience. In it, Stump mounts a strong, lucid defense of a traditional Christian (specifically
Thomistic) understanding of the problem of suffering (limited in her investigation to the suffering of fully
functional adult persons). To do this, she uses both analytic philosophy and narratives... The philosophy is
excellent... those who share the Thomistic worldview will also find Stump's reflections to be deeply moving
reminders of the excellence and wonder of God's love."
--Religious Studies Review

"immensely ambitious... her interpretation of the four biblical narratives is... stunningly successful,
repeatedly finding new levels of meaning."
Times Literary Supplement

"Eleonore Stump's Wandering in Darkness poses a learned, astutely crafted argument for the compatability
of human suffering and God's existence, and in doing so it provides a number of innovations that will be of
real interest to analytic philosophers of religion in particular and more generally to anyone curious about the
so-called 'problem of evil'"
--Journal of Religious Studies

"It takes a lifetime, as well as a remarkable life, to write a book like Wandering in Darkness. Eleonore Stump
asks: Is it possible in the face of suffering to believe in a God who is omnipotent and perfectly morally good?
She relentlessly explores this inquiry not only by helping us to see that the question itself must be
questioned, but by applying to the query her extraordinary erudition, a gift for philosophical and analytical
clarity, and what must be hard-won and profound theological judgements."
--Christian Century

"[A] must-read for philosophers of religion and a very beneficial read for other philosophers and for other
scholars of religion. It is without question a highly nuanced and philosophically deep book. I have benefited
both personally and philosophically from reflecting on what Stump says in the book about love, and Stump's
insights on Franciscan knowledge of persons have led me to a deeper appreciation of the prospects for a
religiously rich form of "skeptical faith," one that allows, paradoxically, for knowing God even if one lacks
the knowledge or even the belief that God exists. More generally, the potential for applying some of the
central ideas in the book to other problems in philosophy is enormous."
--Notre Dame Philosophical Reviews



About the Author

Eleonore Stump is The Robert J. Henle, SJ, Professor of Philosophy at Saint Louis University, where she
has taught since 1992. She received a Ph.D. in medieval studies and medieval philosophy from Cornell
University in 1975.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Rose Villegas:

The book Wandering in Darkness: Narrative and the Problem of Suffering make one feel enjoy for your
spare time. You may use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can to get your best friend when
you getting stress or having big problem using your subject. If you can make examining a book Wandering
in Darkness: Narrative and the Problem of Suffering being your habit, you can get more advantages, like add
your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. You can know everything if
you like open and read a guide Wandering in Darkness: Narrative and the Problem of Suffering. Kinds of
book are a lot of. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about
this reserve?

Valerie Little:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot
of information that can give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can share
their idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their very own reader with
their story or perhaps their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the ebooks. But also they write
about the ability about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your kids, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their
talent in writing, they also doing some study before they write for their book. One of them is this Wandering
in Darkness: Narrative and the Problem of Suffering.

Buddy Beckstead:

The reserve with title Wandering in Darkness: Narrative and the Problem of Suffering includes a lot of
information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This book exist new
knowledge the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world right now. That is
important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you in new era
of the globalization. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere
you want.

Fannie Vincent:

Reserve is one of source of information. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen need book to know the upgrade information of year to year. As we know those



publications have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the
world. With the book Wandering in Darkness: Narrative and the Problem of Suffering we can acquire more
advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? To get creative person must love to read a book. Just
choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life at this book
Wandering in Darkness: Narrative and the Problem of Suffering. You can more pleasing than now.
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