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The German writer and art critic Carl Einstein (1885–1940) has long been
acknowledged as an important figure in the history of modern art, and yet he is
often sidelined as an enigma. In Form as Revolt Sebastian Zeidler recovers
Einstein's multifaceted career, offering the first comprehensive intellectual
biography of Einstein in English.

Einstein first emerged as a writer of experimental prose through his involvement
with the anarchist journal Die Aktion. After a few limited forays into art
criticism, he burst onto the art scene in 1915 with his book Negro Sculpture, at
once a formalist intervention into the contemporary theory and practice of
European sculpture and a manifesto for the sophistication of African art. Einstein
would go on to publish seminal texts on the cubist paintings of Georges Braque
and Pablo Picasso. His contributions to the surrealist magazine Documents
(which Einstein cofounded with Georges Bataille), including writings on Picasso
and Paul Klee, remain unsurpassed in their depth and complexity.

In a series of close visual analyses?illustrated with major works by Braque,
Picasso, and Klee?Zeidler retrieves the theoretical resources that Einstein brought
to bear on their art. Form as Revolt shows us that to rediscover Einstein's art
criticism is to see the work of great modernist artists anew through the eyes of
one of the most gifted left-wing formalists of the twentieth century.
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The German writer and art critic Carl Einstein (1885–1940) has long been acknowledged as an important
figure in the history of modern art, and yet he is often sidelined as an enigma. In Form as Revolt Sebastian
Zeidler recovers Einstein's multifaceted career, offering the first comprehensive intellectual biography of
Einstein in English.

Einstein first emerged as a writer of experimental prose through his involvement with the anarchist journal
Die Aktion. After a few limited forays into art criticism, he burst onto the art scene in 1915 with his book
Negro Sculpture, at once a formalist intervention into the contemporary theory and practice of European
sculpture and a manifesto for the sophistication of African art. Einstein would go on to publish seminal texts
on the cubist paintings of Georges Braque and Pablo Picasso. His contributions to the surrealist magazine
Documents (which Einstein cofounded with Georges Bataille), including writings on Picasso and Paul Klee,
remain unsurpassed in their depth and complexity.

In a series of close visual analyses?illustrated with major works by Braque, Picasso, and Klee?Zeidler
retrieves the theoretical resources that Einstein brought to bear on their art. Form as Revolt shows us that to
rediscover Einstein's art criticism is to see the work of great modernist artists anew through the eyes of one
of the most gifted left-wing formalists of the twentieth century.
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Editorial Review

Review

"With Form as Revolt, Sebastian Zeidler offers a learned, eloquent, and extremely rigorous account of
Einstein's intellectual career and the ways that it illuminates crucial modernist artifacts and texts. Zeidler
paints Carl Einstein as a fascinating, dynamic, often hermetic figure whose seminal writings are central not
only to art history but to intellectual history and German literary studies as well."?Christopher D. Johnson,
The Warburg Institute, University of London

"Sebastian Zeidler has a unique capacity to bring philosophical thought to bear on modern art. The result is
not only the most comprehensive study on Carl Einstein in English but also a thoroughly fresh account of
cubism."?David Joselit, Distinguished Professor, Graduate Center, CUNY

"One of the most brilliant, idiosyncratic, and elusive thinkers of the last century, Carl Einstein has remained
on the margins of academic discourse until now. Fortunately, however, his work appears at last to be poised
for its belated reception, and there is no doubt that Sebastian Zeidler's ambitious book will play an important
role in this rediscovery. Rigorously erudite yet remarkably readable, Form as Revolt encompasses a
biography and oeuvre that thwart easy synopsis while simultaneously generating profound insights into the
cultural history and intellectual landscape of the early twentieth century more generally."?Devin Fore,
Princeton University

About the Author

Sebastian Zeidler is Associate Professor of the History of Art at Yale University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Brent Thompson:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? That's why,
you can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to
take a move, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open as well as read a book entitled Form
as Revolt: Carl Einstein and the Ground of Modern Art (Signale: Modern German Letters, Cultures, and
Thought)? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You understand beside you can spend your time together
with your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have various
other opinion?



Donna Vazquez:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you could have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. One activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you already been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Form as Revolt: Carl
Einstein and the Ground of Modern Art (Signale: Modern German Letters, Cultures, and Thought), you
could enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it?
Oh seriously its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its referred to as reading
friends.

Cathleen Read:

As a college student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library
or even make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's soul
or real their hobby. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to right now
there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring along with
can't see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important to suit
your needs. As we know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says,
many ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this Form as Revolt: Carl Einstein and the Ground of
Modern Art (Signale: Modern German Letters, Cultures, and Thought) can make you really feel more
interested to read.

Kyra Franson:

Book is one of source of information. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen require book to know the up-date information of year to be able to year. As we
know those publications have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to
around the world. From the book Form as Revolt: Carl Einstein and the Ground of Modern Art (Signale:
Modern German Letters, Cultures, and Thought) we can have more advantage. Don't one to be creative
people? To become creative person must prefer to read a book. Merely choose the best book that appropriate
with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life at this time book Form as Revolt: Carl Einstein and
the Ground of Modern Art (Signale: Modern German Letters, Cultures, and Thought). You can more inviting
than now.
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