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“I took my road with no little pride of fear; one morning I feared very sharply, as
I saw what looked like a rising shroud over a wooden cross in the clustering mist.
Horror! But on a closer study I realized that the apparition was only a flannel gas
helmet. . . . What an age since 1914!”

In Undertones of War, one of the finest autobiographies to come out of World
War I, the acclaimed poet Edmund Blunden records his devastating experiences
in combat. After enlisting at the age of twenty, he took part in the disastrous
battles at the Somme, Ypres, and Passchendaele, describing them as “murder, not
only to the troops but to their singing faiths and hopes.”

All the horrors of trench warfare, all the absurdity and feeble attempts to make
sense of the fighting, all the strangeness of observing war as a writer—of being
simultaneously soldier and poet—pervade Blunden’s memoir. In steely-eyed
prose as richly allusive as any poetry, he tells of the endurance and despair found
among the men of his battalion, including the harrowing acts of bravery that won
him the Military Cross.

Now back in print for American readers, the volume includes a selection of
Blunden’s war poems that unflinchingly juxtapose death in the trenches with the
beauty of Flanders’s fields. Undertones of War deserves a place on anyone’s
bookshelf between Siegfried Sassoon’s poetry and Robert Graves’s Goodbye to
All That.
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In Undertones of War, one of the finest autobiographies to come out of World War I, the acclaimed poet
Edmund Blunden records his devastating experiences in combat. After enlisting at the age of twenty, he took
part in the disastrous battles at the Somme, Ypres, and Passchendaele, describing them as “murder, not only
to the troops but to their singing faiths and hopes.”

All the horrors of trench warfare, all the absurdity and feeble attempts to make sense of the fighting, all the
strangeness of observing war as a writer—of being simultaneously soldier and poet—pervade Blunden’s
memoir. In steely-eyed prose as richly allusive as any poetry, he tells of the endurance and despair found
among the men of his battalion, including the harrowing acts of bravery that won him the Military Cross.

Now back in print for American readers, the volume includes a selection of Blunden’s war poems that
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Editorial Review

Review
An established classic ... accurate and detailed in observation of the war scene and its human figures -- D. J.
Enright

About the Author

Edmund Blunden (1896–1974) was already a published poet when he was commissioned as an officer of
the British Army during World War I. The author of several volumes of poetry and literary criticism, he went
on to hold academic posts at Tokyo University and the University of Oxford after his military service. 
 
 

 

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Arthur Poulsen:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive now,
people have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place
and notice through surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated the item for a
while is reading. That's why, by reading a guide your ability to survive boost then having chance to remain
than other is high. For yourself who want to start reading a book, we give you this specific Undertones of
War book as starter and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Kathy Fredette:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or facts even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era and that is always change and advance. Some of
you maybe will probably update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but
the problems coming to anyone is you don't know which one you should start with. This Undertones of War
is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want
and want in this era.

Lorna Dews:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, about to beach,
or picnic within the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something
different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? May be reading a book can be option to fill your no



cost time/ holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you
want to test look for book, may be the book untitled Undertones of War can be fine book to read. May be it
might be best activity to you.

James Cummings:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside along with friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by reading a book. Ugh,
do you think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It alright
you can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Undertones of
War which is obtaining the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's find.
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