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This comprehensive, up-to-date analysis of Japanese policy between the two
world wars utilizes both English and Japanese sources to present Japan as an
independent agent, not a state whose policy was determined by the actions of
other countries. Beginning with Japan's disappointment with the Versailles Peace
Treaty in 1919, Nish examines the roots of Japanese discontent and feelings that
ambitions in China were being unreasonably restrained. He explains British and
American policies in the region as reactive, but concludes that their responses
helped to determine which factions would dominate Japan's political arena. This
non-partisan account is even-handed in apportioning responsibility for the events
leading to the Second World War.

While some Japanese politicians in the 1920s tried to follow the international
path, there were others who tended to side with the army in establishing Japan's
position, first in Manchuria and later in North and Central China in the 1930s.
Conscious of the nation's unpopularity in the western world, Japan allied itself
with Germany and Italy in the Anti-Comintern Pact of 1936 and the Tripartite
Alliance of 1940. To pursue its own national objectives, Japan joined her allies in
making war on the United States and the colonial empires of Britain, France, and
the Netherlands. Its forces succeeded in overrunning many colonial territories;
and, with a view to easing the problems of occupying them, Japan liberalized its
harsh military policies, granting independence to Burma and the Philippines and
welcoming Asian leaders to Tokyo for the Greater East Asian Conference of
November 1943.
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This comprehensive, up-to-date analysis of Japanese policy between the two world wars utilizes both English
and Japanese sources to present Japan as an independent agent, not a state whose policy was determined by
the actions of other countries. Beginning with Japan's disappointment with the Versailles Peace Treaty in
1919, Nish examines the roots of Japanese discontent and feelings that ambitions in China were being
unreasonably restrained. He explains British and American policies in the region as reactive, but concludes
that their responses helped to determine which factions would dominate Japan's political arena. This non-
partisan account is even-handed in apportioning responsibility for the events leading to the Second World
War.

While some Japanese politicians in the 1920s tried to follow the international path, there were others who
tended to side with the army in establishing Japan's position, first in Manchuria and later in North and
Central China in the 1930s. Conscious of the nation's unpopularity in the western world, Japan allied itself
with Germany and Italy in the Anti-Comintern Pact of 1936 and the Tripartite Alliance of 1940. To pursue
its own national objectives, Japan joined her allies in making war on the United States and the colonial
empires of Britain, France, and the Netherlands. Its forces succeeded in overrunning many colonial
territories; and, with a view to easing the problems of occupying them, Japan liberalized its harsh military
policies, granting independence to Burma and the Philippines and welcoming Asian leaders to Tokyo for the
Greater East Asian Conference of November 1943.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Students of Modern Japan and international history are indebted, once again, to Ian Nish, who is the world's
leading authority on the Anglo-Japanese alliance....Nish wields the steady hand of a master craftsman in a
new synthesis of Japanese diplmacy from 1919-1943....As an up-to-date compendium of recent European
scholarship on Japanese imperialism, this is an invaluable survey. As a compact yet authoritative synthesis of
Japanese foreign policy initiates from 1919 to 1943, it will remain a standard reference for years to come."-
International History Review

"[p]rovides a good if basic introduction to Japanese international relations between 1919 and 1943, and as
such will serve as a useful supplement for classes addressing prewar Japanese history."-H-Net Reviews

"Nish provides a well-structured survey of Japan's struggle for its own national and international identity
from 1919 through 1943 as it emerged as one of the great powers in Asia and the world....Anchored in ten
years of extensive research, this is a lucidly written, useful addition to a growing summa of interpretations on
the controversial Japanese foreign policy during the interwar era. Recommended. Graduate students,
researchers, and faculty."-Choice

"Numerous scholars have written about Japanese foreign policy in the interwar period, and one is tempted to
wonder if yet another account is genuinely needed, but when it comes from the pen of such a senior historian
as Ian Nish, the answer is a resounding "yes." Nish has produced an archetypical study through his careful
collection of evidence, through his judicious assessments, and through his lucid presentation: in short, this
study is a hallmark of professional maturity and sophistication."-The American Historical Review

"Ýp¨rovides a good if basic introduction to Japanese international relations between 1919 and 1943, and as
such will serve as a useful supplement for classes addressing prewar Japanese history."-H-Net Reviews

?[p]rovides a good if basic introduction to Japanese international relations between 1919 and 1943, and as
such will serve as a useful supplement for classes addressing prewar Japanese history.?-H-Net Reviews

?Nish provides a well-structured survey of Japan's struggle for its own national and international identity
from 1919 through 1943 as it emerged as one of the great powers in Asia and the world....Anchored in ten
years of extensive research, this is a lucidly written, useful addition to a growing summa of interpretations on
the controversial Japanese foreign policy during the interwar era. Recommended. Graduate students,
researchers, and faculty.?-Choice

?Numerous scholars have written about Japanese foreign policy in the interwar period, and one is tempted to
wonder if yet another account is genuinely needed, but when it comes from the pen of such a senior historian
as Ian Nish, the answer is a resounding "yes." Nish has produced an archetypical study through his careful
collection of evidence, through his judicious assessments, and through his lucid presentation: in short, this
study is a hallmark of professional maturity and sophistication.?-The American Historical Review

?Students of Modern Japan and international history are indebted, once again, to Ian Nish, who is the world's
leading authority on the Anglo-Japanese alliance....Nish wields the steady hand of a master craftsman in a
new synthesis of Japanese diplmacy from 1919-1943....As an up-to-date compendium of recent European



scholarship on Japanese imperialism, this is an invaluable survey. As a compact yet authoritative synthesis of
Japanese foreign policy initiates from 1919 to 1943, it will remain a standard reference for years to come.?-
International History Review

About the Author

IAN NISH is Professor Emeritus of International History at the London School of Economics and Political
Science. His most recent publications are Japan's Struggle with Internationalism, 1931-33 (1993) and The
Iwakura Mission in America and Europe (1998).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Yvonne Wagner:

The e-book with title Japanese Foreign Policy in the Interwar Period: (Praeger Studies of Foreign Policies of
the Great Powers) includes a lot of information that you can understand it. You can get a lot of advantage
after read this book. This book exist new understanding the information that exist in this reserve represented
the condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This
kind of book will bring you with new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book on the smart phone,
so you can read the item anywhere you want.

Charles Brewster:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them loved ones or
their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or perhaps
playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different you
can read some sort of book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book which you read you can
spent all day every day to reading a reserve. The book Japanese Foreign Policy in the Interwar Period:
(Praeger Studies of Foreign Policies of the Great Powers) it is quite good to read. There are a lot of folks that
recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have
enough space to develop this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this book
from a smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book provides high quality.

Raul Miller:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information better to
share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and soon. You
will observe that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The actual book that recommended
to you personally is Japanese Foreign Policy in the Interwar Period: (Praeger Studies of Foreign Policies of
the Great Powers) this e-book consist a lot of the information on the condition of this world now. This
specific book was represented how do the world has grown up. The language styles that writer use for
explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made some exploration when he makes this book. That is
why this book acceptable all of you.



Denise Kerrigan:

As a university student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or
make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's spirit or real
their pastime. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at this time
there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring in addition
to can't see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As
we know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this Japanese Foreign Policy in the Interwar Period: (Praeger Studies of Foreign
Policies of the Great Powers) can make you really feel more interested to read.
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