
The Little Book of the Icelanders: 50
miniature essays on the quirks and foibles of
the Icelandic people

By Alda Sigmundsdottir

The Little Book of the Icelanders: 50 miniature essays on the quirks and
foibles of the Icelandic people By Alda Sigmundsdottir

After more than 20 years away, Alda Sigmundsdottir returned to her native
Iceland as a foreigner. With a native person's insight yet an outsider's
perspective, Alda quickly set about dissecting the national psyche of the
Icelanders.

Among the fascinating subjects broached in The Little Book of the Icelanders:

The appalling driving habits of the Icelanders
Naming conventions and customs
The Icelanders’ profound fear of commitment
The irreverence of the Icelanders
Why Icelandic women are really men
How the Icelanders manage to make social interactions really complicated
The importance of the family in Icelandic society
Where to go to meet the real Icelanders (and possibly score some free financial
advice)
Rituals associated with weddings, confirmations, graduations, and deaths
… and many, many more.

One chapter leads to the next, creating a continuous chain of storytelling. It feels
as if you’re sitting in the author’s kitchen, enjoying a cup of coffee and
conversing with her about the quirks of her countrymen, every now and then
bursting out laughing. [...] I’m going to heartily recommend The Little Book of
the Icelanders, both to fans of Sigmundsdóttir’s blog and those unfamiliar with
her work.

- Iceland Review Online

There aren’t many books I’d recommend reading over morning coffee but The
Little Book of the Iceanders is one of them. [...] I laughed at the essays in this
book, not because I was laughing at Icelanders but because I recognize much of
the behaviour in myself and members of my family. It felt good. It’s not just the
sanest, most impressive characteristics that we pass on and share but also some
of the zaniest. As I read this book, I frequently thought, yup, I’m definitely part
Icelandic.
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- Lögberg-Heimskringla, Canada
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After more than 20 years away, Alda Sigmundsdottir returned to her native Iceland as a foreigner. With a
native person's insight yet an outsider's perspective, Alda quickly set about dissecting the national psyche of
the Icelanders.

Among the fascinating subjects broached in The Little Book of the Icelanders:

The appalling driving habits of the Icelanders
Naming conventions and customs
The Icelanders’ profound fear of commitment
The irreverence of the Icelanders
Why Icelandic women are really men
How the Icelanders manage to make social interactions really complicated
The importance of the family in Icelandic society
Where to go to meet the real Icelanders (and possibly score some free financial advice)
Rituals associated with weddings, confirmations, graduations, and deaths
… and many, many more.

One chapter leads to the next, creating a continuous chain of storytelling. It feels as if you’re sitting in the
author’s kitchen, enjoying a cup of coffee and conversing with her about the quirks of her countrymen, every
now and then bursting out laughing. [...] I’m going to heartily recommend The Little Book of the Icelanders,
both to fans of Sigmundsdóttir’s blog and those unfamiliar with her work.

- Iceland Review Online

There aren’t many books I’d recommend reading over morning coffee but The Little Book of the Iceanders is
one of them. [...] I laughed at the essays in this book, not because I was laughing at Icelanders but because I
recognize much of the behaviour in myself and members of my family. It felt good. It’s not just the sanest,
most impressive characteristics that we pass on and share but also some of the zaniest. As I read this book, I
frequently thought, yup, I’m definitely part Icelandic.

- Lögberg-Heimskringla, Canada
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Anthony Laflamme:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book and
so. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new data.
When you read a book you will get new information mainly because book is one of several ways to share the
information as well as their idea. Second, looking at a book will make you more imaginative. When you
reading through a book especially fictional book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the
character types do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this The
Little Book of the Icelanders: 50 miniature essays on the quirks and foibles of the Icelandic people, you may
tells your family, friends in addition to soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire the others,
make them reading a publication.

Daniel Butler:

The Little Book of the Icelanders: 50 miniature essays on the quirks and foibles of the Icelandic people can
be one of your beginning books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this
publication has good vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit
entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort to set every word
into enjoyment arrangement in writing The Little Book of the Icelanders: 50 miniature essays on the quirks
and foibles of the Icelandic people nevertheless doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest
and also based confirm resource data that maybe you can be among it. This great information can easily
drawn you into completely new stage of crucial thinking.

Andre Rosier:

Is it a person who having spare time in that case spend it whole day simply by watching television programs
or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Little Book of the Icelanders:
50 miniature essays on the quirks and foibles of the Icelandic people can be the answer, oh how comes? A
fresh book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this brand new era
is common not a nerd activity. So what these publications have than the others?

James Esparza:

As a college student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or
make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's heart or real their



leisure activity. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to generally there but
nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring and also can't see
colorful images on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we
know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this The Little Book of the Icelanders: 50 miniature essays on the quirks
and foibles of the Icelandic people can make you feel more interested to read.
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