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Invoking the notion of ‘cosmopolitics’ from Bruno Latour and Isabelle Stengers,
this volume shows how and why cities constitute privileged sites for studying the
search for and composition of common worlds of cohabitation. A cosmopolitical
approach to the city focuses on the multiple assemblages of human and
nonhuman actors that constitute urban common worlds, and on the conflicts and
compromises that arise among different ways of assembling the city. It brings
into view how urban worlds are always in the process of being subtly
transformed, destabilized, decentred, questioned, criticized, or even destroyed.
As such, it opens up novel questions as to the gradual and contested composition
of urban life, thereby forcing us to pay more explicit attention to the politics of
urban assemblages.

Focusing on changing sanitation infrastructures and practices, emerging forms of
urban activism, processes of economic restructuring, transformations of the built
environment, changing politics of expert-based urban planning, as well as novel
practices for navigating the urban everyday, the contributions gathered in this
volume explore different conceptual and empirical configurations of urban
cosmopolitics: agencements, assemblies, atmospheres. Taken together, the
volume thus aims at introducing and specifying a novel research program for
rethinking urban studies and politics, in ways that remain sensitive to the
multiple agencies, materialities, concerns and publics that constitute any urban
situation.
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nonhuman actors that constitute urban common worlds, and on the conflicts and compromises that arise
among different ways of assembling the city. It brings into view how urban worlds are always in the process
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Editorial Review

Review

Urban Cosmopolitics offers a new way of thinking and doing urban politics. This theoretically bold and
empirically rich collection shows that urban infrastructures and technologies are so much more than the
supporting context for urban society and politics, they animate social life and activate political interest.
Urban Cosmopolitics showcases the relevance of pragmatist and actor-network inspired approaches to
understanding the most complex, multivariate, spatially extensive of socio-material assemblages – the city. It
is a collection of essays that offers novel concepts for understanding the effects of urban technologies and
expertise, as well as templates for alternative visions for assembling and enacting urban worlds.

Jane M Jacobs, Head of Urban Studies, Yale-NUS College and author of Buildings Must Die: A Perverse
View of Architecture

The appearances of the urban are insufficient to knowing how to engage the sheer multiplicity of causation at
work in how the urban takes place. Cities are full of relations among forces and things that have no concern
for maintaining any identity and meaning whatsoever and go beyond any agenda. But as this collection of
writings orchestrated by Blok and Farías demonstrate, we can more judiciously remake ourselves as urban in
the ways in which we co-exist and co-create with forces and things we can only fractionally know. And this
entails a politics distributed across different domains, devices, entities and experiments, which alters the
imagination of the urban as that which aims for continuous human transformation. Through specific
engagements with new forms of urban activism, infrastructure, economy, everyday practices, built
environments and planning practices, Urban Cosmopolitics vitally demonstrates new ethical practices of
recomposing a common world among the many forms of agency, objects, infrastructures and collectivities
alongside us.

AbdouMaliq Simone, author of City Life from Jakarta to Dakar: Movements at the Crossroads

About the Author

Anders Blok is Associate Professor in the Department of Sociology, University of Copenhagen, Denmark,
and co-author of Bruno Latour: Hybrid Thoughts in a Hybrid World (Routledge, 2011).

Ignacio Farías is Assistant Professor in the Munich Center for Technology in Society and the Faculty of
Architecture at the Technische Universität, München, Germany. He is co-editor of Urban Assemblages: How
Actor-Network Changes Urban Studies (Routledge, 2009).

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Melvin Paul:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to learn everything in the world. Each book has different aim or even goal; it means that guide has
different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They are really
reading whatever they get because their hobby is usually reading a book. Think about the person who don't
like looking at a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book once they found difficult problem or
maybe exercise. Well, probably you'll have this Urban Cosmopolitics: Agencements, assemblies,
atmospheres (Questioning Cities).

David Marx:

In other case, little folks like to read book Urban Cosmopolitics: Agencements, assemblies, atmospheres
(Questioning Cities). You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. As long as we know about
how is important some sort of book Urban Cosmopolitics: Agencements, assemblies, atmospheres
(Questioning Cities). You can add knowledge and of course you can around the world by just a book.
Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can know everything! From your country until eventually
foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple point until wonderful thing you may know that. In this
era, we are able to open a book or even searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You can use it when
you feel weary to go to the library. Let's examine.

James Boyett:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be up-date about what going on or details even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era and that is always change and move forward. Some of
you maybe may update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems
coming to an individual is you don't know what one you should start with. This Urban Cosmopolitics:
Agencements, assemblies, atmospheres (Questioning Cities) is our recommendation to help you keep up with
the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Pat Clark:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Urban Cosmopolitics: Agencements, assemblies,
atmospheres (Questioning Cities) was colourful and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that
book Urban Cosmopolitics: Agencements, assemblies, atmospheres (Questioning Cities) has many kinds or
category. Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and
think that you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it can
make you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading that.
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